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FOLKLORIC DECORATIVE
PATTERNS AT NUBIA
by Gawdat Abdel Hamid Yusef

Decorative patterns in the three re-
gions of the Kunuz, Wadi El Arab and
Fadudja at Nubia are distinguished by
protruding and convex decorations and
the repstition of abstract geometrical
objects of triangles, parallelograms
and hemi-cylinders.

Coloured wall paintings are obtain-
able at the « Kunuz » depicting natural
scenery of palm trees, flower beds,
fruits, scorpions, b2asts of prey, river
steamers, etc., whereas at Wadi EI
Arab, artists confine themselves only
to drawings on a single surface in which
decorative shapes are spread over the
perpendicular and horizontal lines of
the wall in white, yellow and red co-
lours.

The blue colour is conspicuously ex-
cluded here unlike the case with the
« Kunuz » where it is widely in use in
addition to th2 three foregoing colours.

Fadudja on the other hand concen-
trates mainly on protruding decoration
like plates, wall paintings of folk-tale
heroes and legendary animals like the
lion carrying a sword and birds. Geo-
metrical patterns such as the sun ar2
also to be found in plenty in this part
of Nubia.

Decorative patterns in the three
Nubian regions thus complete one an-
ottl:e'r and produce a composite artistic
whols.

MAGAZINE REVIEW
1. — THE « SAS », AN ARAB FOLK
DANCE

A summary of an article by Ibra-
him Al-Daqugqi, carried for him by the
Baghdad Folk Legacy Magazine. It is
a folk dance of long standing which
the ancient Arabs used to perform with
swords and spears.

It eventually spread far and wide
throughout the Middle East including
Egypt and the Sudan and r2ached Eu-
rope via Spain in the Middle Ages.

It necessitates participation of two
dancers skilled in the art of fencing to
drum and flute music.
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2. — TUNISIAN FOLK SONG

A condensed account of a feature by
Al-Nubi Al-Senusi publishad in Tunis
Radio Magazine. The writer traces the
inception and subsequent development
of the folk song in Tunisia. He lays
particular stress on the « Fondo » type
of such song to which modern musical
composition has b2en applied with suc-
cess,
Incidentally « Fondo » is an Italian
term meaning the basis or origin.

The writer further stresses the fact
that old folksongs like the oriental
stansa are gradually abandoned to give
way to more r2cent folk songs.

3. — FOLK ARTS, IN THE PAST
AND THE FUTURE

A brief resumé of an article by
Sa'ad Al-Khadem, in the « Saqafa»
weekly magazine, Cairo, in which he
deals with the history of folk arts. The
writer believes that the maint2nance
of these arts does not necessarily mean
their strict revival and that there is no
use getting modern work=rs and trades-
men to think in terms of the Middle
Ages or cause them to throw away the
advantages of abundant machine pro-
duction, with its comparatively low
cost, merely to be satisfied with slow
hand-mad= production.

BOOK REVIEW

1) Abbas Khedr, « Hamza el 'Arab »,
Cairo, 1964.

A modern UAR novelist retells
the tale of Hamza =1 Arab, found
in the « Arabian Nights ».

2) Sheikh Galal el Hanafi, « The Pro-
verbs of Baghdad » (<« Al Amthal
al baghdadiyya »), Baghdad, 1962.

A collection of about 3,000
proverbs and aphorisms in the
colloquial Baghdad dialect.

3) Magdi Wahba. « The Anglosaxcns
and the Epic of Beowulf », (<« Qu-
dama el Ingiliz wa Malhamat Beo-
wulf »), Cairo, 1964.

A study of Old English life
and lettors with a complete trans-
lation of Beowulf into Arabic.



NUBIAN MARRIAGE CUSTOMS
By Safwat Kamal

This is a study of the marriage cus-
toms in Nubia before the profound
transformations which Nubian society
must undergo as a result of the rzsettle-
ment made necessary by the Aswan
High Dam. These marriage customs
begin at a stage earlier than actual be-
trothal when th2 young man makes
his choice of the girl he intends to
marry. Once this choice has been made
it is forbidden for the two young couple
to see each other until wadding day.

On a day, previously set and called
« The Day of Attachment » (Yom er-
rabat), the young man's family repre-
sentatives go to the young bride's
hous: to a formal express of their wish
to ask her hand in marriage on his
behalf. The elders of the two families
then appoint the day of the wedding.
The actual wedding ceremonies may
taks a number of days, but the early
days (when the village maidens go to
the prospective bride's house to help
her in her preparations) is considered
the official opening of th2 ceremony.
It is called (Yom es-sama). The actual
wedding eve is generally called « The
Night of Henna », because both bride
and bridegroom then have their palms
dyed with « henna » by their respective
families.

Dancing and singing go on all night.
But the following morning, that is on
the morning of the wedding day itself,
the bridegroom races his friends to the
river where he bathes ceremoniously in
its waters. He then offers a present
to his elementary school teacher.

Amid dancing and chanting the pro-
cession of the bridegroom then goes to
the brids’s house, where the actual
marriage contract is signed.

This is followed by the payment of
the dowery earlier agreed upon and the
exchange of presents. In Nubia it is
the bridegroom who has to buy the
furniture and the bride has to buy the
kitchen utensils and a number of em-

broidered caps for her groom. After-
wards ther: is a wedding banquet
after which the bridegroom grinds a
bouquet of herbs and spices in a special
dish (called the GAW). He is assisted
in this by the young bachelors of the
village who continue the performance
of this ceremony for 40 days. Later on
the young couple are left to themselves.
The bridegroom tries to amuse his bride
by teasing her gently and by offering
her small sums of money. She refuses
all his advances until the gradually in-
creasing sums of money reach a figure
which she considers commensurate
with that of her social standing. Then,
her face wreathed in smiles, she suc-
cumbs to his advances. On the follow-
ing morning congratulations are for-
mally received by the young couple.
For 40 days it is the father of the young
bridegroom who has to meet all ex-
penses.

21l these ceremonies are reflected
on the folk-tales, folk dances and folk
songs of the Nubian villages. Marriage
is one of the richest sources of inepi-
ration for Nubian folklore.

Specimens of the songs and dances
accompany the article.

NUBIAN FOLK-TALES
by Omar Osman Khedr

It is difficult to single out the
themes of Nubian folk narrative be-
cause they all form part and 1 of
a common heritage of folklore which
may be found almost everywhere in
the Arab world. There are, however,
certain African and Arab sources of
inspiration for these Nubian tales. One
principal source can be found in An-
cient Egyptian legends. The myth of
Isis-Osiris is reembodied in the Nubian
tale of « The Prince and the Strange
Happenings »>. Modern folklorists in
the UAR have made a careful scientific
study of the most famous Nubian folk-
tales as « Najd and Fana » which we
have published a complete version in
this issue.
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and folk music is that the latter is com-
posed according to certain rules while
the former is simple in structure so
that it might be learnt and played
easily by people. This does not deny it
any artistic value. Folk music is com-
posed orally by the people itself. The
composer hers, is in fact not as impor-
tant as the music itself as an expres-
sion of every-day life.

The article, furthermore, deals with
the history of interest in folk music
up to the time when it became an in-
dependent science which has a thecry
of its own. Efforts of scientists who
laid the foundations of such studies
and established folk music centres all
over the world are also referred to in
the article.

FOLKLORE TROUPES ON STAGE
By Rushdi Saleh

The UAR witnessed recently a great
revival in the field of folk arts. Apart
from the numerous troupes of folklore,
a festival, in which eleven states parti-
cipated, was held last winter. Thus,
the folklore troupes have become an
important aspect of our national arts.
This fact raised two important ques-
tions :

1. — What is the future of this
kind of theatrical performance.

2. — What are the methods that
should be followed in forming folkiore

troupes.

The art of presenting folklore ma-
terial on stag> makes use of the old
popular traditions as well as modern
theatrical techniques. The program-
mes of the local and visiting folklore
troupes in the UAR, crystallized two
main tendencies : first is the pres2nta-
tion of traditional folklore on stage in
its raw form without any elaboration,
except o na very narrow scale. This
tendency was represented by the
troupes of Greece, Philippine and
Uganda. The second is the elaboration
of traditional folklore into certain art
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forms subject to stage needs and style.
This tendency was represented by the
troupes of Rumania, Yugoslavia and
Korea.

The article, furthermer2, provides a
brief analysis of the performance of
both the Greek 2nd Korean troupes. It
also deals with the role of auxiliary
stage techniques such as lighting s>t-
ting and costumes in the programmes

“ the two above-mentioned troupes.

NUBIA AND THE NUBIANS
by Dr. M.M. El Sayad

Nubia covers an arza extending be-
tween El-Debba in the Sudan and
Aswan in Egypt. As it has always
lived in complete isolation from both
countriss, its traditions and customs
have undergone no radical change. The
Egyptien section of Nubia stretches
from Wadi Halfa to Aswan over a dis-
tance of 350 kilometers along the Nile.

The Ancient Egyptians called Nu-
bia the land of « Wawats» but the
Greeks and Romans called it « Ethio-
pia »>. « Nubia » is derived from the
ancient Egyptian word « Nub », which
mesns « Gold ». The region was in-
habite:] by tribes known as the « Ku-
nuz » and the « Faddedga ».

The writer deals with the geography
of the region, its topography, climate,
the influence the Nile exercised over
it, river navigation there and obstruc-
tions on the route caused by cataracts
and waters falls. The writer makes
speciul mention of the salient charac-
teristics of the inhabitants of Nubia
and the various influences to which
their language was exposed through
the iges.

Be refers to the pharaonic monu-
ments of Nubia which the U.A.R. is
doing its utmost to safeguard, motivat-
ed by the fact that they symbolize an
integral part of human heritage, which
will otherwise b2 submerged by the
Nile waters on the completion of the
Aswan High Dam.



writer also differentiates between an-
thropology, sociology and folklor2. The
question of the cultural heritage of folk
arts and artefact is also investigated.
Still, the problem of definition seems
to be most important for it is quite
difficult to draw thorough a compre-
hensive satisfactory dividing line be-
tween the branches of social science,
hence the existence of a large number
of definitions, the lat2st of which was
adopted by the folklore conference held
at Armenheim, Holland in 1955.

THE ART OF TATTOO
By Sawsan Amer

The art of tattoo is rich with pat-
terns and pigments inscribed on human
skin. It follows special techniques for
devising art models to be copied by
artists during the process of tattooing.

If we trace the art of tattoo back
in history, we would find that it had
its origin in primitive rituals. The du-
ration of this phenomena from pre-
historic times to the present day might
be due to the primitive tendencies in
human behaviour even after long c2n-
turies of civilization. The ancient
Egyptians knew tattoo, and exercised
this art as one of the aspects of their
religion. They also used it for d2co-
rative material. The influence of pri-
mitive mythology and doctrines on this
art remained valid until Egypt was
converted to Christianity. The folk
artist was influenced then by th2 new
religion in devising new forms of tattoo.
An outstanding example of this in-
fluence is the « Mar Girgis » (Saint
George). This tattoo represents the
Saint killing the Dragon.

With th2 advent of Islam and the
rejection of pagan doctrines and pat-
terns, the folk artist tended to the por-
trayal of symmetrical forms such as
stars, moons, flowers... etc. Feats of
Islamic invasions exercised also a great
influence on th2 art of tattoo. Legen-
dary Arab heroes, Seif Ibn Zi Yazan
and Abu Zeid El Hilaly, were dominant
figures in tattoos.

The article, furthermore, deals with
history of this art in Egypt, from that
time to the present day.

THE SOURCES OF THE POPULAR
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
By Dr. M.A. ALHIFNI

The primitive man used music to
imitate certain voices in nature. His
imitation of such voices took of course
th: form of simple tunes far from the
complexity of the art of music as it
is known today. Historians differed for
some considerable time about the rise
of music till fairly recent archaeological
finds provided useful information. It
was discovered that th: musical ins-
truments in use by one people might
not be adopted by another, and that
musical instruments of different ages
and periods had existed simultansously.
In Egypt, for instance, an ancient
Egyptian flute dating back to the pre-
historic age was discovered at the one
and the same time as thz Arab Rabab
and the modern violin. The historical
inquiry into the nature of musical ins-
truments revealed very interesting
facts. The ancient musical instrumants
were in the shape of human hands and
legs employed to produce certain ryth-
mical sounds. Primitive instruments
produced merely awful noises to pro-
tzct the primitive man super-
natural phenomena and evil spirits.
Therefore, the primitive music does not
depict or express any state of mind
but only attempts to explain certain un-
usual phenomena. As the human race
developed, man discovered different
kinds of flutes, the oldest of which
were reeds, hollow bones and shells,
possessing of course no artistic value.
Stringed instruments were man’s latest
invention ever. Music then, could be
used as a medium for evoking emotion
now that it had acquired scientific
rules of composition and playing.

FOLK MUSIC
BY Samir Naguib

Folk songs and music ar: among
the most important media of expres-
sion. The difference between classical



the true heritage of the Arab imagina-
tion can be appreciated at its just

value.

THE THEME OF YEMEN
IN OUR FOLK TALES

By Mohamed Fahmy Abdul Latif

Yemen was a dominant theme in
Islamic folklore as well as in ancient
Egyptian mythology and folktales about
the travels of some adventurers to the
land of Punt. Trade between Ancient
Egypt and Yemen flourished, and tra-
vels were made, by land or sea, to
get incense, aromatic herbs and myrrh
for use in ancient Egyptian rituals.
Numerous inscriptions were discovered
in ancient Egyptian temples describing
th: dangers and difficulties merchants
used to meet in their travels to Ye-
men ; which provided rich material to
many folktales and myths such as the
tale of the drowned sailor. This tale
resembles, in many ways, the Sindbad
stories of the Arabian nights. With the
advent of Islam, the relationships be-
tween Egypt and Yemen were further
strengthened, by the fact that the an-
cestors of the Arabs in Egypt original-
ly came from Yemen. Hence, Yemen
had its great influence on our Islamic
folktales. Three important Egyptian
folktales, which spread all over the
Arab world wers about Yemen. These
are, the tale of Seif Ibn Zi Yazan, the
tale of the great invasions of Yemen
and what happened to Imam Ali the
brave warrior who fought Islam’s
deadly enemy Ras El Goul, and the
tale of Mo’ath Ibn Gabal, his story in
Yemen for seven years, preaching
Islam.

THE EPIC OF PORT SAID

The Arab Nation had long waited
for the h2ro who would lead it to the
glorious victories. At last the miracle
took place when he appeared to win
one of the greatest battles in modern
times. Th2 23rd of December is a date
memorable in the annals of the Arab
Nation, because it was on that day in
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1956, that the people of Port Said rose
against the imperialist aggressors and
booted them out of the country with
the help of the glorious people’s army
of the U.A.R. This date is written in
words of fire in the Arab folk litera-
ture for it was on this December day
in 1956 that the righteous struggle
of a freedom-loving people prevailed
against the bare-faced bullying of a
brutal and unprincipled enemy. The
victory of the pezople in that noble
hour has been perpetuated in song,
epic, sculpture and painting. One of
the heroic battle-songs of the people
in that struggle has since become the

‘Official National Anthem of the U.A.R.

The songs of the people on that auspi-
cious occasion certainly played an im-
portant part in firing the spirit of our
fighters for freedom, and in strength-
ening the d:termination of the people
to fight the aggressors and nationa.ise
the old Suez-Canal Company, so that
the people should, under the leadership
of that great popular hero, Gamal Ab-
del Nasser, once again extricate the
inheritance which the foreign impe-
rialist and his treacherous clients had
so cruelly robbed. The people once more
became master of its own inheritance,
immediately on withdrawal, from
Egypt, of the last British occupation
force and the removal of economic mo-
nopoly and political reactionary.

AN INTRODUCTION
TO THE HISTORY OF FOLKLORE
By Fawzi El ANTIL

In this article, the writer makes a
survey of the early scientific efforts in
the field of folklore. The term folklore
was first used by William John Thomes
who also defined the term. Th= writer,
deals moreover, with the English folk-
lore Society, its inception and purposes.
He gives a brief summary of the reports
published by this socisty in an attempt
to define the whole meaning of folklore.
He tried to sort out folklore from an-
thoropology, and stamp out confusion
sometimes felt because both folklore
and anthropology utilize virtually the
same material. As a corollary, the



seen in the folk interpretations of such
historical events as the conquest of
Andalusia, and from these folk inter-
pretations can be derived a great
wealth of rich material for historians
and men of letters. Then the author
goes on to define the concept of a folk
imagination from which folk tales can
be derived. This imagination is bas-
ed on popular axiomatic themes in
which chance and the supernatural
have a great part to play and provide
the very texture of folk narrative. The
theme of the voyage to supernatural
regions is without doubt taken from
such a folk imagination. It is therefore
necessary to study folk literature side
by side with classical literature in order
to reach a better understanding of the
Arab heritage in all its complexity and
richness. ‘

THE NILE FOLK
LITERATURE
by Dr. Nemat Fuad -

The Nile has always been a myth
which has dominated the imagination
of the people living on its banks. This
is on account of the particular situa-
tion whereby the inhabitants of the
Nile Valley have always felt that they
owe their very livelihood and prosperity
to the wealth offered by this wonderful
river. The Nile has therefore occupied
a central position in the collective ima-
ginatioh of the Egyptians from the be-
ginning tim2 and we can see this in-
fluence of the Nile motif even today
in the popular tales and imagery which
are being elaborated around the advent
of the building of the High Dam. The
Nile Flood has also been a central sym-
bol in this folk literature. Numerous
examples of folk songs and folk poems
have been offered by the author to show
how the Nile is invariably associated
with the happier events of those des-
tined to live by the great river. The
banks of the Nile have always been
lovers' favourite meeting place. The
Nile has also been thz setting for the
sadder -events of human life. Hence we
see that the Nile has always served as

a collective symbol for the dramatic
events of human existence. One pcint
worth mentioning is that the imagery
derived from the Nile are always simple
and uncomplicated. Complexity never
suited the image of the vast flowing
river. Now that the High Dam is being
built there we shall find the Nile sym-
bolizing the ccaseless existence and
prosperity so long as life continues
along the banks of the great river.

THE TALE OF BAHNASA,
A LEGEND OF THE. ARAB
INVASION OF EGYPT

By Abdel Moneim Shemeis

This is an epic tale with distinctive
features which deals with the Islamic
conquest of Egypt. It concerns the
town of Bahnasa in the province of
Fayum. Its characters are purely le-
gendary. The artistic quality of this
tale is what truly retains the attention.
It is a story in which the conquerors
of Egypt came to Bahnasa. But the
tale begins with a mythical explana-
tion of the name given to the town and
a curious and unhistorical chronicle of
its kings... It is the story of the casket
in which a king of Bahnasa deposited
the names of the Arab conquerors of
Egypt. The injunction attached to this
casket was that the king in whose reign
this casket was to be opened would see
his country overrun by the conquerors
mentioned in the document locked in-
side it. The tale tells of King Balalos
in whose reign the casket was opened
and the coming of Khalid Ibn el Walid
together with Amr Ibn el Aas to con-
quer the city. Balalos is defeated, in
fulfilment of the prophecy and the
whole of Egypt comes under the so-
vereignty of the Arabs who then pursue
their conquest to ths very depths of
Africa. This tale is truly a folk epic
of a very high artistic value in spite of
the geographical and historical inac-
curacies to be found in it. It is im-
portant, says the author, that such an-
cient Arab folk tales should be studied
closely and in a spirit of scientific ob-
jectivity because it is in such tales that
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FOLK LITERATURE,

BETWEEN NATIONALISM
AND INTERNATIONALISM

by Dr. Suhayr el Qalamawi

There is very little disagreement
about the international value of scien-
tific research. Science is by its very
nature a discipline of the human mind
which does not differ from one country
to another. On the contrary, artistic
pursuits are coloursd by factors which
are common to the whole of humanity
and by purely local factors of time
and placzs. This phenomenon of art can
best be observed in folk literature. The
main themes of folk literature are the
same everywhere in the world but the
details of narrative and description are
affected by the locality from which a
particular folk literaturs has emerged.
There is a parallel tendency whereby
folk tales are absorbed by the cultures
through which they pass on their tra-
vel from place to place, though they
may have originated in particular lo-
. calities. The writer then deals with
the three famous theories of the dig
semination of folk tales which are fa-
miliar to all students of folklore :
First, the theory of a common origin
to humanity whereby all folk tales de-
rive from a common source. Second, the
theory that humanity has' always re-
acted in similar ways in its contact
with nature and environment, and
that consequently those parallels which
may be noticed in folk tales are in fact
natural responses to situations which
are roughly similar throughout the his-
tory of life upon this planst. This, of
course, involves a universal three-stage
development from myth, to legend to
folk-tale which is common to all hu-
man communities. Third, the theory
elaborated by Theodore Benfey in his
introduction to his translation of Ban-
ja Tantra whereby the cradle of all
folk-tales is India. This last theory
has gained ground especially since the
translation into European languages of
The Arabian Nights and the Fables of
Bidpai. This scholarly tendency is par-
ticularly represented by Max Muller. In
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the light of this theory, the recording
of folk-tales in the East and West, has
continued at an accelerated pace both
to providz a living heritage for the
more classical forms of literature and
to serve as a basis for the further stu-
dy of many other aspects of human
culture. The Government of the U.A.R.
has devoted a large proportion of its
skills and experiences to the scientific
study o fthe Arab folk legacy in order
to provide a fertile field of study for
those Eastern folk-motifs which have
not yet been treated adequately by in-
ternational folklorists.

FOLK IMAGERY IN CLASSICAL
ARABIC LITERATURE
by Dr. Abdel Aziz el Ahwani

There has been a tradition of re-
garding folk ' literature and classical
Arabic literature as two distinct ema-
nations of the human spirit. But this
tradition has proved wrong. There
have b2en folk elements in classical
Arabic literature from the earliest
times. In poetry, for example, we find
that the mawwdal, the zajal, the goma
and thekankan were widzly used. This
was particularly apparent in Andalu-
sian poetry. Chief among the scholars
and students of these forms can be
mentioned Ali Ibn Said el Maghrabi,
Ibn Khaldun, and Safey ed-din El Helli.
In pross we find a wealth of popular
proverbs being used, as in the writings
of Ibn ’Asem el Gharnati, Younes al
Maliki, al Abshihi and Ibn Hisham al
Lakhmy. Nowadays we feel it our duty
to bridge the gap between folk litera-
ture and classical literature because
the latter made very wide use of folk
motifs and folk expressions throughout
its long history. The author has given
a large number of illustrations of this
interpenetration of folk and classical
literaturs citing most of his examples
from Andalusian Arabic literature. If
the concept of literature be widened to
include its folk constituents then it
should be possible to survey the whole
of Arabic literature as one continuous
and inseparable whole. This can be



A brief summary of the articles, studies

and observations inserted in this issue.
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THE NATIONAL AND HUMAN
IMPLICATIONS OF ARAB
FOLKLORE
By Dr. Abdel Hamid YUNIS

Introducing the first issue of this
magazine, the editor takes plsasure in
emphasising a fact of paramount im-
portance e.g. the Arabs have now come
to a full recognition of their cultural
heritage as manifested in all fields of
human activity. Formal literature, his-
tory or the plastic arts are no longer
the only recognized aspects of our cul-
ture, but the folklore of the ordinary
Arab citizen is also considered one of
its main off-shoots for it is now an
already established fact that folklore,
as a genuin2 expression of the origi-
nality and spirit of the nation, embo-
dies the moral, human and national
values of the Arabs. Therefore, the
revival of interest in this heritage was
necessitated by national, scientific and
human incentives. This revival, which
we hope will be initiated by the Folk-
Arts magazine, takes after the first
pioncers who studied folklore as an
important source of literary and his-
torical data. But, the new interest in
folklore, adds to the efforts of the first
pioneers in that emphasis is laid on
folklore as an expression of our na-
tional spirit on the one hand and the
universal human values on the other.
In an age of the emergence of the con-
cept of Arab nationalism, the unified
pattern of the Arab culture must be
crystallized through the scientific stu-
dy of Arab folklore. To achieve this
purpose, most modern sceintific me-
thods and apparatus are used in the
processss of recording various forms
of national folklore, classification and

comparison with the folklore of other
nations. This is done with a view to
throwing light on the genuine na-
tional spirit on the one side, and the
human implications of our national
folklore on the other.

In order to accomplish its scienti-
fic purposes as best it can, the Folk-
Arts Magazine takes great pleasure in
exchanging experience and knowledge
with Arab specialists and folklore pe-
riodicals all over the world. For, by
throwing light on Arab folklore, the
magazine serves two purposes ; the one
scientific and th2 other national.

As Gibb, a famous British orientalist
explained, the Arab folklore exercised
a great influence on European culture
during the middle ag=s and the renais-
sance. According to Gibb, the Italian
tales of the renaissance, for instance,
were more or less a product of this
kind of influence. The British orient-
alist also holds that Chaucer, the father
of English poetical literature, was in-
fluenced by the Arab style in narration
and description. We consider it one of
our main objectives to elaborate such
scientific discoveries made by the
orientalists through methodical scien-
tific study of our folklore. Further-
more, in this stage of our history, and
as we lay the foundations of our cul-
tural renaissance, folklore should be
considered the basis for our cultural
progress. It can be said, in brief, that
this magazine promisss to try hard to
enable the Arab artist to derive from
the rich material offered by his na-
tional folklore, and to manifest the
unified national spirit of all the Arats;
who are always aspiring for freedom
and peace.



cording to the most recent scientific
methods. Its function is not purely that
of a recording centre, but it also stu-
dies the sources and ways of develop-
ment of this folk heritage and of the
means by which it can serve the pur-
poses of our national renaissance and
join the two values of beauty and be-
nefit in our general social activities. It
serves as a tourist attraction for vi-
sitors to our land who want to be
acquainted with our cultural heritage,
our glorious past, our determination to
live up to our revolutionary principles
and lofty aspirations. This is as inte-
resting as the beauty of our sunlit land-
scape on the banks of the grandiose
Nile.

The chosen vocation of this maga-
zine is to be a clear reflection of the
pulsating life of Arab Socialist society,
as it is manifested in its folklore, folk
art, folk literature, all of which are
related with movement, representation
and composition. It is a call for a cor-
recting of the concept of folklore, for
an exploration of its hidden treasures,
for a study of its masterpieces and for
a presentation of its highest examples
of artistic perfection, and for a puri-
fying of its wealth from the sediment
of passiveness and reaction. It must
also set a goal to itself whereby it will
be able to emphasize those elements
within it which are humanistic, such
as goodness, beauty and truth, while
preserving its national features with-
out contradiction.

Therefore I can conceive of this
magazine as fulfilling thres main pur-
poses : First, a profound concern for
our folk heritage in an expository and
critical spirit. Second, a concern for
our developing folklore under the aegis
of our revolutionary and emergent so-
cialist society. Third, the pursuit of
folk motifs in the classical literature
of our people. These are all fields
which can be properly explored within
the framework of our socialist setting.

I am indeed happy to be able to in-
troduce this magazine to an Arab au-
dience in every part of their great Arab
Fatherland, in order that they may
see in this folklore a unifying principle
underlying its heritage and aspirations.
In this folklore every Arab reader will
be able to discern the fact that he is
part of a single nation, regardless of
where he may be domiciled. He may
also realise that he belongs to a single
heritage, notwithstanding the ways in
which it is expressed. He may also
perceive that he is the participator in
one grandiose artistic tradition.

This magazine is written by the
people for the people. I am extremely
hopeful that it will fulfill the hopes of
the people under the auspices of our
great leader, Gamal Abdel Nasser, who
has emerged himself from the people,
a people whose hopes, and achievements
have bsen his main preocupation and
endeavour to achieve his great mission
and political triumphs.



great Arab fatherland, is fully con-
scious of the importance of culture in
general and of folk-culture in parti-
cular.

Socialist Arab society, which has
established a way of life of its own
based on self-sufficiency and equality,
has made culture the common proper-
ty of all and sundry, by granting equal
opportunities of its enjoyment to
every citizen without discrimination
whatever. Therefore the 23rd. July
Revolution, has, ever since its emerg-
ence on the horizon of the Arab
world, paid particular attention to cul-
ture as it did to meet the requirements
of national guidance. The Revolution
has absorbed culture into a public ser-
vice which occupies a place of distinc-
tion among the other public services in
the state.

Thus a free culture in the U.A.R.
goes side by side with education and
scientific research, and the adminis-
tration in charge of it has succeeded
in eliminating the last vestiges of ten-
dency to backwardness and passive-
ness from the minds and hearts of
ordinary people, as it has pursued its
quest of the true values which guide
the spirit of our society. It has also
succeeded in giving a deeper signi-
ficance to the revolutionary concepts
which emphasize the true line of deve-
lopment of our history and make work
an inalienable right and point of honour
for every citizen of this country.

The State Organisations of Culture
and National Guidance have been sen-
sible of the people’s needs for new cul-
tural establishments which did not
exist prior to the Revolution. They
have set before the masses the benefits
of Arab Television, which has now

taken a leading position among similar
television networks throughout the
world in spite of its comparative youth.
These Organisations have also founded
a large number of theatres for au-
diences thirsting after the artistic en-
joyment of so noble an art. They have
provided a solid basis for the Cinema,
the Press and creative writing. These
are indeed the main arteries of intel-
lectual life which furnish our citizen's
minds with knowledge and taste.

It was only natural that Folklore
should have close links with the State
Organisations of Culture and National
Guidance, whose various departments
have collaborated fully and rationally
with the various tasks concerned with
its development, by presenting various
specimens of this art to critics, scholars
and men of letters. Not a day seldom
passes without a book appearing on
some aspect of folklore, or a play de-
rived from our folk literature is acted
upon our theatrical stages, or indeed
transformed into a film based on some
famous folk epic. Apart from all this
we can quote countless television pro-
grammes and exhibitions of folk art.
There are also a large number of dance
troupes in the country which have
based their choreography on familiar
folk-motifs. In the Higher Council for
Arts and Letters and the Social
Sciences there is a special commission
for the folk arts which works in close
cooperation with the other committees
of the Higher Council in planning and
coordination and the drawing up of

programmes.

In the State Organisations of Cul-
ture and National Guidance there is a
special Folklore Centre responsible for
the recording of our folk heritage ac-
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THIS QUARTERLY

FOLKLORE

MAGAZINE

By
Dr. Abdel Kader Hatem

The appearance of this magazine at this time has more than

one signifieance :

It is not only a learned magazine devoted to

a particular subject, but is also a publication which has been des-
igned to meet the needs of our socialist Arab society at its pre-
sent period of self-consciousness. At a time like this our society
is desirous of being able to define its features, after having pas-
sed from one stage to another in its current evolution and em-
barked on the road to ultimate social and economic goals.

This society in which we live is not
one where the dominant vocation is
oriented towards the pure study of the
main features and developments of
our folklore in a manner which would
be merely otiose, as an intellectual pur-
suit limited only to one group of people,
intent on appearing to show some re-
verence for this type of artistic acti-
vity. The reason is not far to find :
This people which has succeeded in
affirming its unhampered existence
uppon its own territory, this people
which has achieved a clear percep-
cion of its place in history and in
the evolution of civilizations, has al-
ways expressed, and is still expressing
today, by means of word, picture, me-
lody and the plastic treatment of mat-
ter, the sum of its experiences and
ideals upon this earth. The living value
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of our folklore, viewed as the true in-
heritance of our people, as the sum
total of its historical experiences and
as the genuine expression of its aspi-
rations, makes it imperative that we
should pay reverent attention to any-
thing which emanates from the spirit
of our p=ople, of the ordinary sort of ci-
tizens on this land. All manner of com-
position, in verse, music, picture or
artefact must be treasured, if it pro-
vides an epitome of the life lived, of
the spiritual attitudes adopted and of
the vision of tomorrow conceived by

the people.
Therefore the appearance of this

folklore magazine has occurred in res-
ponse to the people’s rational reve-
rence for its own artistic legacy.

We are sure that every citizen in
the United Arab Republic or in the
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Dolls made of cloth and
straw coloured plates
used in decorating the
brides’ rooms in Nubia.
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