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BOOK REVIEW
ROLK LIBRARY

FORMS OF EXPRESSION
IN FOLK LITERATURE

reviewed by
Hassan Tawfik

In her book Dr. Nabila Ibrahim
speaks of the different forms of folk lite-
rature. In the introduction she gives the
characteristics of folk literature which
distinguish it from the formal literature.

Dr. Nabila deals with the « fable »,
the folk tale, the myth, the proverb and
the riddle. Hassan Tawfik says that Dr.
Nabila Ibrahim did not speak of the folk
song in her book and perhaps she left that.
study because it needs field work.

e

DEXTERITIES AND POPULAR GAMES

reviewed by
Sana Amer

This book by Ahmed ElI Sabbahi
Awadallah Khalil deals with the dexteri-
ties and popular games from ancient to
modern times in Egypt. He assures the

R «

fact that most of these games are deve-
loped forms of ancient ones and that they
need strength, courage, wit and skill. The
author shows his skill in the Mouleds and
popular quarters. He then describes in
some detail the « wrestling », the circus
shows, tug of war, « Hocksha », stick dan-
ce and other popular games.

e 3¢

GENERAL ETHNOLOGICAL
CONCEPTS

reviewed by
Dr. Alia Shoukri

This book by Dr. Ake Hultkranz is
a dictionary of regional ethnology and
folklore idioms. It deals with the general

concept schools and methods of ethno-
logy.

Dr. Alia Shoukri says that the book
did not mention some social conceptions
such as « Society » and « Sociology ». The
author of the book in most cases, gives the
definitions accepted by the majority scho-
lars.

This encyclopedia is the product of
the international cooperation of the
UNESCO in a great field of the study of

humanities.




The writer cites a number of Turkish
floklore centres and the names of some
Turkish folklorists. He speaks of the ty-
pes of Turkish folk tales and especially
of Nasr Eldin Khodja jests. He mentions
the story of Cor Oghlo which deals with
the adventures of a young man who be-
came a bandit to avenge one of his follow-

ers.

The writer then deals with the folk
theatre, the shadow theatre and the Ka-
rah-Koz. He describes a Karah-Koz show
which he witnessed in Turkey.

He concludes by speaking of folk mu-
sic and folk songs. He says that the field
of Turkish folklore extends day by day.
There are valuable studies in Turkish folk-

lore.

e R

THE FOLKLORE ROUND

by
Tahseen Abdel Hay

In an interview, architect Hassan Fa-
thy, the State Prize Winner, declared that
folk studies in Egypt are still academic.
He said that some handicrafts may soon
disappear. In Akmeem there were more
than 1,000 looms which produced certain
textiles decorated with beautiful patterns
and were put on sale in Galerie La Fayet-
te in Paris. The looms in Akmeem dec-
reased to less than 500, He criticized the
Arab architects because they abandon the

8

Arab house design. Western architects
admired this Arab design and tried to put
it in execution. The writer compared be-
tween the eastern and western designs. He
pointed out that the latter is adapted to
the cold regions and unsuitable to tropical
zones. The architect Hassan Fathy em-
phasized that rural cultural houses must
be based on local architecture.

In an another interview Dr. Osman
Khairat the Prize Winner stated that his
interest in folk studies began when he
worked at the Agricultural Museum. He
surveyed various districts in UAR. ; ie.
Siwa, Sinai, Al Wady Al Gadid, Nubia.
ete... Dr. Khairat collected many articles,
jewels, clothes, beads and veils. He stud-
ied the bedouin veils in particular.

The Permanent Folk Museum is the
outcome of his activities.

WA
Folklore in the District of Al Fayoum

An assertation by Ahmed Morsi, D.
Litt. This University assertation deals
with
1 — The environment and the folk.

2 — The folklore as an outcome of field
work.

3 — Cultural entities.

This study can be considered as a
landmark in university assertations. Dr.
A. Morsi depended on personal observa-
tion and collected his data by himself in
instead of the jar if the new-born child is
A ayoum.
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cialists to Ethiopia to teach their methods
of investigation and how to evaluate the
results. In response to the request Gyor-
gy Martin and Balin Sarosi were sent to
Ethiopia. The expedition covered about
four or five thousand kilometres, used
some 3,000 metres of film and about 50
hours of tape among different tribes.

llona Borsay and Imre Olsavy came
to Egypt under the terms of an agreement
between Hungary and U.A.R. — and be-
gan to investigate the musical heritage of
the « Magharabs ». These are Arabs of
Hungarian descent. Ilona Borsay was able
to support her theories relating to possible
ancient Egyptian musical vestiges in the
peasant heritage of the fellahs and Coptic
Church music.

The UNESCO sent an expedition to
India. Rudolf Vig recorded valuable and
entirely unfamiliar folk musie material on
his collecting journeys.

HAHE

RESISTANCE IN AFRICAN FOLKLORE

by
Abdel Wahid El Embabi

The African folklore plays an essen-
tial part in the cultural existence of Afri-
can peoples.

Scholars remark that African folk-
lore is characterized with symbolism. Ani-
mals, birds and plants are widespread mo-
tifs in African folk tales.

The writer cites a number of folk
tales which express the resistance in Afri-
can folklore such as the story of « Dog
and Man », and « Butterflies freedom ».

African proverbs and folk songs re-
flect the spirit of resistance in the life of
African peoples. The writer cites some of
these proverbs and folk songs. He then
deals with the epic of Sondiata which is
considered the African Iliad by many
scholars. He gives a brief study of this
epic which represents an important part
of African folklore.

In modern times the folklore plays a

positive role in the African peoples' life.
It reflects their resolution to refute the

oppression and expresses their struggle
against the imperialists. The writer men-
tions a folk tale which tells how the Euro-
pean aggression began in Africa. This folk
tale is a phenomenon which assures the
importance of folklore in the life of Afri-
can peoples.

s

FOLK STUDIES AROUND THE WORLD
THE TURKISH FOLKLORE
by
William H. Jansen
transiated by
Abdel Hamid Hawas

The modern Turkish culture is the
product of the conscious contact between
the Turkish folklore and the west Cultu-
re.




« The marriage sword » and it was a warn-
ing for the wife to be loyal to her hus-
band or else she would be severely punish-
ed. Sometimes the sword was offered as a
wedding present. The bride should keep
it and leave it to her descendants.

The writer speaks of the relation be-
tween the sword and the divine right of
kings. He then proceeds to the relation
between the sword and the cemetery. The
Vivings used to give a sword to the new-
born child as a present.

He concludes by saying that the fa-
mily's sword represents a good symbol
which may be an inspiration of stories
about the supernatural deeds of the dead
who leaves to his successor the sword
which broughts him glory in the past.

Wk

FOLK MUSIC RESEARCH
IN FOUR CONTINENTS

by
Lajos Vargyas

summarized and commented by
Ahmed Adam

Almost from the very beginning it
was a tradition of folk music research in
Hungary that it should extend its scope of

inquiry beyond the strict limits of the
Hungarian nation. Bartok and Kodaly, at

the beginning of the century, began to
make a study of the music of peoples liv-
jng within the borders of the same state
at the Hungarians. Bartok collected mate-

6

rial in regions far from Hungary, among
the Arabs. Among them he found types
of songs that correspond to the Ruma-
nian's hora lunga, and established that the
maqam, a variant of Arab-Persian melody,
was to be found among the Rumanians.

Scholars of Hungarian folk music did
not entirely stop coliecting music of the
national minorities between the two world
wars, especially the folk music of the Ger-
mans and the Gipsies. Imre Kramer be-
gan to collected the songs of the Germans
in Southwestern Hungary with a phono-
graph. Between the two wars and during
the early years of the war Imre and San-
dor Csenki began with the help of a pho-
nograph to record the musical heritage of
the Gipsies. Andras Hajdu began between
1950 and 1956 to collect Gipsy songs.
Within a short time he had collected se-
veral hundred songs among tribes from
various parts of the country. He made a
systematic analysis of his material and
determines the distinctly Gipsy character-
istics that distinguished it from Hunga-
rian folk music.

In 1958 Laszlo Vikar travelled to the
Soviet Union on a scholarship, accompa-
nied by Sandor Bereczki and came back
with several hundred tape recordings.

An expedition was sent to Mongolia
by UNESCO to collect material,

Other commissions from UNESCO
brought Hungarian folk music specialists
to numerous other parts of the world, The
Ethiopian ruler requested the Hungarian
government to send dance and music spe-

-t



the most important features in the Egyp-
tian village, i.e. the development and dis-
tribution of certain agricultural tools.

Dr. Al Gohari gave a special care to
analyze in some detail the method of this
interesting study which paves the way for
the long-expected the atlas of Egyptian
Folklere.

Hedew

MYTH, FOLK TALE AND LEGEND

by
Sir George L. Gomme

translated by
Dr. Ahmed Morsi

This article is a a chapter of the inte-
resting book « Folklore as an historical
science » by Sir George L. Gomme. It
deals with myth, folktale and legend.

Sir Gomme is of opinion that myth
belongs to the first primitive phases of
human thought. It interpretes some na-
tural phenomena or some ambiguous prob-
lems that man faced.

Folk tale is attached to a cuitural en-
vironment more developed than the prev-
ious stage which culminated in myth. In-
cidents in folk tale were liable to happen
in ancient times. Folk tale deals with act-
ions committed by unknown persons.

The legend is a story dealing with an
historical character, place or action.

Sir Gomme gave various examples of
myths, folk tales and legends to show pre-
cisely the definitions he had given to every
form of expression.

THE SWORD IN FOLK BELIEFS

by
Fawzi El Anteel

The story of the sword in Egypt be-
gins with the triangular dagger which was
at first made of granite and in later years
made of copper. These weapons were ex-
clusively used by the rulers. The blade
was made much longer and the dagger
turned into a sword. Only men of noble-
birth used the sword.

The writer mentions in details the dif-
ferent kinds of swords in various ages
and countries, He gives a special stress
to the sword in Arab folklore. He cites
the names of the different kinds of swords
in Arab literature such as the « Zulficar »
and the « Samsama », etc...

He then speaks of the magic powers
of the swords in myths and folk epics.
He cites as examples the sword of « Assef
ibn Borkhia », used by « Seif ibn Zi Ya-
zan » and Peleus sword in Greek mytholo-
gy. Mr. Frazer in his book « The Golden
Bough » tells the story of that peasant,
called the King of Fire, who was endowed
with supernatural powers because he own-
ed a magic sword.

Primitive peoples use the sword to
wave off diseases and bad spirits.

The sword was used in the rites of
marriage in the middle ages. The ring

was put on the hand of the sword and
offered to the bride. Some Tentonic tribes
used to hold a sword across the entrance
to prevent the bride from entering the
husband’'s house. This sword was called




Dr. Khairat says that girls in Old Nu-
bia are not married on the odd days of
months because they believe that they will

give hirth to girls if they marry on these
days.

The writer describes the Sibou’s cere-
monies in Siwa Qasis, in Sinai, and in the
New Valley.

Hese ¥k

THE EPIC OF ANTAR

by
Bernhard Heller

translated by
1.Z. Khorshid

This epic covers 500 years of the
Arabs history. In a raid Shaddad captured
a black girl called Zabiba. She gave birth
to a child, whom his father called Antar.
Antar used to knock down the tent when
he was two years old, kill dogs at the age

of four, wolves at the age of nine and hunt

lions when he was a teen-ager. He show-
ed a great courage in a battle and saved
his tribe. His father acknowledged him
as a legitimate son. Antar asked his uncie
the hand of his daughter, and was pro-
mised to marry Abla if he achieved some
miraculous deceds. Antar, however, is
married to his beloved Abla after many
adventures. The epic was printed 1268 in
32 volumes. Antar overcame many re-
nowned knights such as Doraid ibn Elsom-
ma, Moammer, Hany ibn Massoud, Amr
ibn Maad Yakrab, Amer ibn Eltofeil, Amr,

ibn wood, ete...
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The article deals with the principal
elements that constituted the famous epic:

the Pre-Islamic Period, Islam, Persian his-
tory and literature, and the Crusades.

The author compared the epic with its
equivalents in the world literature.

He also depicted the major element in
this voluminous work, i.e. chivalrism.

Hede e

BOOK REVIEW
« EGYPTIAN FOLKLORE »

by
Hans Winkler

reviewed by
Dr. Mohammed M. Al Gohari

The author of this book is the Ger-
man Orientalist Hans Alexander Winkler,
a disciple of the well know scholar Lit-

mann,

The rich data included is based on
field work throughout the rural districts
Lof Egypt. It is considered one of volumi-
{nous treasures of Egyptian manners, cus-
toms and other folk traditions, second
only to the famous work of Edward La-
ne : « The manners and customs of modern
Egyptians ».

Dr. Al Gohari gives a brief review of
its contents. The book deals with folk-
loric observations of the peasants, their
customs and beliefs, ete... It exhibits also
the life of the nomads and their traditions

concepts and forms of games, etc.. A
complete chapter of the book is confined

to the dialects of the peasants and the be-
douins. The last chapter deals with one of
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ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE ARE SUMMARIZED
AND TRANSLATED BY : AHMED ADAM

THE INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL
ANTHROPOLOGY AND FOLKLORE

by
Hassan Fathy

The Ministry of Culture has planned
to establish an institute for social anthro-
pology and folklore in response of a re-
commendation issued by the High Council
o of Letters, Arts and Social Sciences.

This high institute consists of five
sections :

(I

1 — Section of social anthropology.

2 —— BSection of literature and dialects.
3 — Section of folk music.
4 — Section of folk dance.

9 — Section of folk plastic arts.

In the institute there will be lecture
halls, studios and a library containing
books, discs, tapes and films, as well as
two theatres, one of them is open. There
will be two museums. The writer gives a
brief description of the open museum.
In his opinion the bulidings of the insti-

» '&ne must be simple.
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THE SIBOU’ JAR

by
Dr. Osman Khairat

It is a custom to celebrate the Sibou’
or the seventh day after the child’s birth.
The parents ceiebrate this occasion with
relatives and friends.

o N
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On the eve of the sixth day, the pa-
rents bring a certain jar, painted with red,
green and golden colours. This jar is made
of terra cotta. It is called the Sibou's jar.

Dr. Osman Khairat describes in detail
the different kinds of this jar. It is note-
worthy to state that parents use a jug
in stead of the jar if the new-born child is
a boy.

The writer then speaks of the celebra-
tion. On the seventh day after the child's
birth, they fill the jar with water and put
it in a large basin. The jar is usually
adorned with a bunch of flowers and gold
ornaments such as bracelets, necklaces,
rings, etc... Relatives and friends gather
round the mother and the child. The mid-
wife puts the child in a sieve near a knife.
She shakes the sieve and the child seven
times. She then puts the sieve on the
floor and let the mother pass over it seven
times. Meanwhile incense is burned. Re-
latives and friends sing « Bergalatak...
Bergalatak... ». Guests throw silver coins

in a basin filled with water remnants of
the child’s bath.

Dr. Khairat mentions in his article
some Egyptian customs in different parts
of Egypt. The lady who gives birth to a
child must tie, round her wrist, a string
intertwined in seven knots to wave off bad
siprits. The husband must not see his wife
when he has his hair cut or after shaving.
Also no woman, wearing gold ornaments
or any person carrying meat, fish or Ie-
mon are allowed to see the mother during
the first month after birth.

ok §




The Mecon in Peoples Myths

by

Dr. Abdel Hamid Younes

Man can boast of his will supported
by his ever growing experiences. Un-
doubtedly, the great triumph which he
achieved on the day he arrived at the
moon, is not due, in fact, to a few num-
ber of scientists and brave men, in one
nation or another, but, it is due to the
human thought in general. The primitive
man participated with his imagination
surpassing every possible, reasonable and
perceptible. He participated also with his
conguests in the field of energy and mat-
ter. The discovery of fire was a great
step towards the civilized man's victories
after ages and ages. The arrival of the
moon is due to man... everyman ... in east
and west... in north and south... in the past

and at present.

The moon was one of the motifs in
mythical thought of the ancients. It was
worshipped, being considered as a god.
The man noticed the apparent changes of
the moon and he attached this phenome-
non with what he noticed of the growth
of beings. The new moon was a good
omen to the ancients while the eclipse of
the moon was a bad ore. Some people be-
lieve that the moon is masculine while
‘others think that it is feminine. As the
moon is related with nights in man's life

2

he thought it was a wise god, a symbol of
good and fertility and attached it to rain.
In the folklore there are customs, tradi-
tions, rites and ceremonies connected with
the new moon, the full moon and the eclip-

se.

Dr. Younes deals with the moon in
the Egyptian myth and speaks of Thot
who was the scribe of gods in ancient
Egypt and one of gods who created the
world. He was also god of wisdom, magic,
education, patron of arts and inventor of
figures, arithmetic, geometry and astro-
nomy. This god was attached to the moon.

The writer then speaks of the moon in
the Babylonian and Assyrian myths. He
deals with the moon gods Shamash, Sin
and Ishtar, The Assyrians attributed to
Sin, wisdom and decision.

Dr. Younes deals also with the moon
gods in Greek mythology. He first speaks
of Selene, the Greek goddess of the moon
and sister of Helios and Eos, giving a brief
account of the story of Endymion the
beautiful young Shepherd who was loved
by Selene and caressed by her as he slept.
The writer then speaks of Luna and Arte-
mis, goddess of nature and moon. He con-
cludes by dealing with Diana, goddess of
the moon in the Roman mythology.

O

L — % 4

SIS W

A L St Ve



AL-FUNUN
AL-SHAABIA

FOLK ARTS

Editor-in-Chief :
Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunis

Editorial Staff :
Dr. Mahmoud Ahmed El-Hifny
Ahmed Roushdi Salch
Abd El-Ghani Abu El-Encen
Fawzi El-Anteel

Editorial Manager :

Mogahed Abd El-Monim Mogahed
Editorial Secretary :

Tahseen Abd El-Hay

Art Supervisor :
El-Sayed Azmy

A Quarterly Magazine
Office : 5 July Street 26

ORKOK I > 1]

i

ORI TR L 72 T CLPNPIN | -m;‘é







