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in this region under the feudal system. In
the Slavic provinces it expressed the joy
of life. In Bosnia it depicted sorrow and
love. In Macedonia it expressed the con-
fusion, despair and sOrrow that clouded
the life of the youth in the past. The
lyrical poem was sung by one singer or
more.

The writer then speaks of the epic
which deals with the heroic deeds of the
Yugoslavians. He traces the history of
the epic in Yugoslavia and says that the
first manuscript including a detailed
study of epics dates from 1531 and the
first epic was published in 1568.

The epic dealt with the various as-
pects of people’s life. Some epics spoke
of the pagan beliefs that prevailed in an-
cient Slavie society. Cthers pointed out
the ties between the Serbs and Croats
and their relations with Christianity. The
Serbian epics give us 2 clear picture of
the history of Serbia in the middle ages
and depict the heroism of the Serbian

people.
The writer cites Marco Kraljevic as

12

dealt with in the Serbian and Croatian
folk tales as one of the most celebrated
characters.

The ministrels took a great care to
satisfy the tastes of their audience.

It is noteworthy that the Yugosla-
vian folk poets preferred to be unknown
as composers.

The folk poems dealt with birth and
death, love and loyalty, freedom and jus-
tice, wealth and poverty, individual and
society.

The folk tale revealed the simplicity
of the peaple and their kind feelings.

In the twelfth century the first col-
lection of folk poetry was recorded by
some Yugoslavian and foreign scholars.
In the eighteenth century a German sold-
ier wrote some good folk poems which he
heard from some Yugoslavians.

With the advent of the twentieth cen-
tury the epic nearly disappeared and it is
no longer related except in the remote
parts where the old economic and social
relations prevail.



He speaks of the religious ceremonies
and gives a description of musical shows
in coffee-houses, taverns, and dancing
halls. He then deals with the traditions
observed in marriage, childbirth and cir-
cumecision. He describes in detail the wed-
ding celebration. After the engagement
the bride-groom’s folk visit the bride’s
parents. Later, they send presents and
delicacies. The wedding night is describ-
ed in detail.

The reviewer says that although the
book lacks classification it gives us a
great deal of information about the cus-
toms and traditions of the Tunisian peo-
ple in the nineteenth century and the be-
ginning of the twentieth.

%%k

THE PALESTINIAN
FOLK COSTUMES
by
Nimr Sarhan

The folk costumes which we see to-
day in villages and desert are survivals of
the old.

Religions and economic factors, says
the writer, play an important role in the
maintenance of the traditional costumes.
There s a great resemblance between the
«dimaya » and the «tobe» which are
worn by man and woman. Both wore, in
time immemorial, the same barrel — like
robe. The man, then, modified his robe
to distinguish it from that of his wife.
The writer deals in detail with the clothes
worn by man in Palestine. He wears the
« dimaya » and the embroidered and
tasseled Druse cap. He puts on the white
« Serwal » and surrounds his waist with a
pelt ornamented with beads.

The woman wears a silk gown, covers
her head with an ornamented handker-

chief, and surrounds her waist with a silk
shawl. The bedwin woman wears colour-
ed gowns under her black robe «the
Shersh ». The writer speaks of costumes
in various districts of Palestine showing
the points of resemblance between the
folk costumes in Palestine and those in the
other Arab countries. The bedwin woman
wears the «Saya». It is a black robe
which covers all the body of the woman
except her hace, hands and feet. She
wears also another kind of robe called the
« Kb ».

The bedwin wears the cloak. In win-
ter he wears a coat made of the sheep
fur. The writer cites the names of other
costumes and speaks in detail of the
« Goukha », the «Kherka », the « He-
ram », the « Shatwa » and the « Tantoor ».

He then gives a brief description of
the make-up used by the Palestinian wo-
men. He deals with the jewellery and
ornaments worn by them.

He concludes his article by calling
for wearing the folk costumes. He hopes
to establish a folk museum to preserve
folk tradition and show the development
of folk costumes and folk arts.

e

FOLK POETRY IN YUGOSLAVIA
by
Abdul Wahid Alimbabi

In this article the writer tries to in-
dicate the characteristics of the different
kinds of folk poetry in Yugoslavia. He
begins by dealing with the lyrical poem.
He says that it was the true mirror which
reflected -the various aspects of the Yu-
goslavian life and expressed the joys and
sorrows of the people. This poem varied
from region to region. It depicted the na-
ture's beauty, the challenging spirit, iso-
lation and sorrow in Slovenia because of
the eritical social situation of the people

II




Folk News

— An Italian publishing house editing
an encyclopedia of anthropology and
folklore resorted to the Folklore Cen-
tre in Cairo to provide it with 45
plates representing various folk ma-
nifestations.

— The Folklore Centre provided Minis-
try of Youth « Festivals and Compe-
titions Administration » with the ne-
cessary folk data and especially the
customs, traditions, folk dances and
costumes in the different governor-
ates.

— The Second Music Conference was
held in Cairo.

— A collection of pictures depicting the
folk life of peasants in Egypt will be
sent to Tunis.

— The Ethnographic Museum in Yugo-
slavia published a study about the
tribes in East Sudan.

. The National Troupe for Folk Arts
presented two performances on the
stage of Opera House, last December
on the occasion of Cairo millenary
celebration.

ek
Book Review

CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS
IN SAMERRA
reviewed by
Hamdi Alkonayessi

A book by Yunis Al Sheikh Ibrahim
Al Samerrai which deals with customs
and traditions in Samerra in Iraq.

In the first chapter the author speaks
of the customs and traditions concerning
conception and birth. He then speaks of
circumcision celebration. On the fixed
day of circumcision the boys bathe in the
river and wear white clothes. The guests
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gather to attend the process of circumci-
sion. The ladies sing special folk songs
on this occasion, while men perform the
Dabaka dance. Guns are fired in the air
when the circumcised child enters wearing
a black serwal (trousers) and covering
his head with a special turban.

In the second chapter the author
deals with the customs and traditions of
marriage. He speaks of the betrothal, the
« Nishan », the «Niaz» (wedding pre-
sent), the dowerey and the wedding night.

In the third chapter he speaks of the
traditions of travelling.

The author in the fourth chapter is
confined to the festivities. The following
chapters deal with the traditions of fast-
ing and pilgrimage. He speaks of what
people do on special occasions and the tra-
ditions concerning vows. He concludes
his book by dealing with the folk costu-
mes in Samerra.

A

Book Revicw
THE TUNISIAN SONGS
reviewed by
Fawzi Soliman

This book entitled « The Tunisian
Songs » by Alsadik Alrizki, deals with the
customs and traditions in Tunis.

The Tunisians are fond ef music and
songs. The author speaks of the history
of singing in Tunis. He then deals with
the genuine Tunisian songs. They repre-
sent the folk life and the history of the
people.

As for the Tunisian melodies, he
asserts that they are neither oriental nor
occidental. He gives us examples of the
Tunisian melodies.

The author proceeds to deal with the
musical instruments used in Tunis, among
which he cites the lute, the rebab, the
« Cambari », the «Casaba» and the
drums. Castanets are used by dancers.



AROUND THE FOLK WORLD
by
Tahseen Abdel Hay
The folk drama

An article by Dr. Abdul Hamid Yu-
nis, in which he deals with the origins of
folk drama.

Published in the Masrah Magazine.

He says that the wonderful folk shows
do not depend on words alone or rhythm-
ical action but they are absorbed in the
complex unity.

Rhythmical movement is older than
words. Choral song bears a dramatic ele-
ment.

Dance is still common in African so-
cieties.

The writer speaks of the «Zar» as
a dramatic expression. There is, he says,
a close relation between the « Zar » and
acting because it is accompanied with
certain rites to wave off the spirits which
transmigrate through the bodies of the
« Zar » dancers, or to please them.

He then exhibits the views of Hero-
dotus, and Plutarch, concerning the myth
of Isis and Osiris, which bears sacred
dramatic elements.

He concludes by saying that folk dra-
ma was created by the people to protect
life from any deviation and we must study
folk drama as it appeared in our land.

EXHIBITION OF ARTIST
ALSAYED AZMI

The critic can hardly find the folk
elements in plastic art exhibitions. Ne-
vertheless we have tried to reveal the folk
patterns and symbols in exhibitions of
modern art.

The young artist Alsayed Azmi in-
augurated his exhibition on February 28.
The prevailing theme in his pictures was
Suez city as symbol to the battle. He
could portray the man who suffers but

never complains. He expressed in his pic-
ture the folk consciousness.

In his picture « Withstanding » he
portrays three persons who resolved to
struggle in spite of their wounds.

In a second painting entitled «amu-
let » the artist inspired the folk tradition.

A third picture called « The Land »
represents the emigration of citizens who
were compelled to have temporarily their
houses.

In his picture « Egypt» he depicts
the Motherland as symbol to civilization,
history and hope. He portrays Egypt em-
bracing the people to protect them from
the « heast ».

In those pictures the artist was clo-
sely attached to the land, looking forward
to the future.

THE FOLK TRAITS IN THE DANCES
PERFORMED IN THE
HIGHER INSTITUTE FOR
PHYSICAL TRAINING

We went to this Higher Institute in
search of the folk traits in the dances per-
formed by the students. There we found
many researches, made by some students
about certain folk dances.

A student dealt with the harvest dan-
ce in the Governorate of Dakahliya. She
said that she had seen the pretty coun-
trywomen dance with their husbands
round a fire to express their delight with
the harvest.

Another student spoke to the customs
and traditions in Assiut. Young country
girls stay at home to milk cows or keep
the house. Women always go to fill their
jars with water before sunrise or after
sunset.

The students deal in their researches
with customs and traditions observed in
marriage in Aswan, Alminia, Almansou-
ra, Siwa and other governorates. They
record the folk dances in different re-
gions.



societies because it is believed to be en-
dowed with magical powers. Primitive
man believed that they were related with
his life and environment. He thought that
they were the most sacred of the musical
instruments. So they developed and were
made in many forms.

The earliest of drums were probably
made of a piece of a hollow trunk. The
membrane for the drum was the skin of
a snake or a fish. Later the skins of game
animals, cattle and sheep were used.
Drums were beaten with sticks in diffe-
rent ways.

Works of art, discovered in Mesopo-
tamia dating from 3000 B.C., and inscrip-
tions in India dating from 2000 B.C. show
to what extent drums were important. An-
cient Egyptians knew the drums and de-
veloned them into different shapes. They
were ritually significant and served for
accomnaniment to religious dancing. They
were used to encourage communal work
and making wine.

Drums were beaten in religious cere-
monies for the induction of a state of
possession suitable for communication
witk gods and supernatural forces.

Dancing and singing are celosely re-
lated with drums. Dances vary with the
rhythms. The writer cites among the
dances performed, with the accompani-
ment of drums, the abdomen dance, the
wedding dances, the harvest dance, the
rain dance, the war dances... etc.

Drums are used in the bugaku dances
and « No » performances in Japan. They
are used in the Morris dances in England,
in the frenzied tarantella in Italy, and in
JjazZ of America.

As for singing, drums are used in the
orchestra which accompanies the singer.
In Egypt the street singers chant the
folk «-Siras » with the accompaniment of
drums. In Ethiopia the singer chants ac-
companied by drums and hand-clapping.
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The origin of the drum is unknown.
Some primitive tribes believe that the
drum is the invention of a bird which beat
the ground with its drum-shaped tail. Pa-
cific and South American peoples believe
that it was invented by the sea god.

The drum was believed, by many pri-
mitive tribes, to be a symbol to the fema-
le. The stick symbolized the male.

The making of drums involves many
magical practices and beliefs, The writer
deals with them in detail. He then speaks
of the forms of decoration of drums
which include carving, painting and the
attachement of various objects to the
frame, to endow the instrument with new
powers.

Some tribes in East Africa believe
that drums are holy. The drumyard pro-
vides sanctuary for criminals and other
fugitives as the church did in Europe.

On the other hand drums have been
beaten before hanging a criminal or shoot-
ing a spy or a traitor.

Drums were beaten when an epidemic
spread among people in a community at
a certain time, to frighten away the di-
sease demons,

Some betdwin tribes still use certain
drum rhythms to give a warning, or an-
nounce the death of someone. Informa-
tion can be conveyed by drums.

It is noteworthy to mention the great
role which drums have played in wars all
over the world. The bedwin and folk epics
speak of the use of drums in awr. In the
Sira of Alhilaliya drums, used to announ-
¢€ a great event or to give a warning,
were called the « Rogoog ».

Drums still appear in parades and
their relations with the ancient mythical
erigins are clear to scholars,

Wk




however, is no longer practised to-day.
It is valueless in modern society and no
one believes now that it has any effect.

The writer says that the three fruits
are symbols to senses of sight, hearing
and speaking. The text of the Shabsha-
ba comprises many Pharaonic, Greek and
Islamic concepts. It is a dramatic piece
based on deep philosophical concepts.

Fe %

SOME IRAQI COSTUMES

by
Dr. Waleed Elgadir

The writer asserts the originality of
the Iraqi costumes. This originality, he
says, is attached to the civilization and
the intellectual, economic and social cli-
mate. He is of opinion that it is useless
to survey the costumes without consider-
ing their historical origins and compar-
ing their forms with the social relations
prevailing in the successive periods. He
speaks of the « kamis » or the « dashda-
sha » as it is called to-day. It is the robe
worn by the bedwins, the peasants and
some citizens. It is woven of wool or cot-
ton. The bedwin « dashdasha » has long
sleeves and in this case the robe is called
« Mardoon ».

Dr. Waleed then deals with the « Ser-

wal » (trousers). It is nearly in the shape
of the known trousers but it is larger. The

Iragi knew the « Serwal » in the Pre-Is-
lamic Period and they still wear it to-day,
especially the bedwins, the villagers and
the Kurds. It is made of best cloth.

One of the most renowned clothes in
Iraq, says the writer, is the « Zoboon ». It
is a kind of shirt, open from the front
side and fastened to the body with a belt.
Dr. Waleed enumerates in his article the
different kinds of « Zoboon ». The Zakh-
ma, the Sitra and the Domeri are accesso-
ries to the « Zoboon ».

The « Izar » is one of the Iragi folk
costumes. The writer gives a thorough
description of the « Izar ». Then he speaks
of the Iraqgi cloak citing its different
kinds The district of Nagaf is renowned
as a centre of weaving cloaks. The « Ha-
shimi » is a robe exclusively worn by the
Iragiwomen. It is made of fine natural
silk and embroidered with golden threads.
The Iraqi women used to wear a coloured
robe under the « Hashimi » as it is trans-
parent.

He then, deals with the head-cover-
ings : the garadia and the yashmagh. The
Kasheeda is a kind of turban made of silk
and embroidered. Of head-coverings there
are the « Okal » and the shawl. The writer
speaks of the « Okal » in detail. He then
deals with other coverings for the head,
namely the Sidada, the footah, and the
booshi. Dr. Waleed concludes his article
by dealing with the outer coverings for
the foot in Iraq.

FeAe

DRUMS AND THEIR
MYTHICAL ORIGINS
by
Ahmed Adam

Drunms are the most widespread and

oldest of the musical instruments. They
are percussion instruments used by most
communities and peoples. If the majority

of the musical instruments had lost with
the development, their relations with ri-
tes, drums are still closely attached to the
mythical origins.

The drums is a hollow cylinder or
vessel, of wood, metal, or earthenware,
with one or two openings, covered by a
stretched skin. It is sounded by beating
with the hands or sticks. The most an-
cient drums perhaps date from the neoli-
thic times.

Drums are indispensable in primitive




BEIRAM ALTOUNSY
WHERE HE STANDS IN OUR

FOLKLORE

by
Fawzi Elanteel

We are interested in our folk tradi-
tion because it represents the spiritual
side of our history. Beiram Altounsy is
closely related to our folk tradition. In
his verses he depicted a great deal of the
customs, traditions, beliefs and folk prac-
tices and expressed the folk life in fifty
years or more. He described different
types of people and dealt with their be-
haviour, their ways of living and their
thoughts in the frame of the social, eco-
nomic and historical conditions that
control the formation of their customs
and conduct in their daily life. Beiram
lived in the popular environments, in the
lanes of Alexandria. He loved the Ezyp-
tian people. He spent about twenty years
in the exile and when he returned home
he was conscious of the social contradic-
tion in folk life.

The writer speaks of Beiram as a
folklorist who recorded the manifesta-
tions of folk life and depicted the cus-
toms, traditions and inherited beliefs. He
gives us some examples of Beiram s poe-
try (zagal). Beiram described the wed-
ding celebration in detail. He also gave
a thorough description of death ceremo-
ny and spoke of the traditions observed
on the occasion of giving birth to a child.
He dealt with the folk beliefs concerning
the evil eye. He depicted the procession
of the circumcised child. In addition he
described coffee-houses, inns, taverns and
popular hotels. He described one of these
popular hotels in Al Hussein Quarter and
what happened between the boarders in
this hotel.

Beiram illustrated different types of
people. He described the merchants, the
salesmen and the Wakfs directors. He
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8ave us clear pictures of the foreigners,
especially the Turks, Italians ang Arme-
nians. He spoke of the beasants in Upper
and Lower Egypt and dealt with their lo-
cal dialects, costumes, traditions and cus-
toms.

He also dealt with different types
of women. He described the matchmaker,
the saleswoman, the « Codia », the school
girl, the wives of the merchant, the but-
cher and the Jailer, ete...

In short, Beiram was talented in ex-
pressing the Egyptian spirit and temper-
ament.

F% %
THE SHABSHABA

Abdul Monem Shemeis

The Shabshaba is closely attached to
the Greek mythology and the ancient
Egyptian magic. The woman who prac-
tises the Shabshaba is called the Mo-
shabshiba. She resorts to it with the help
of the Sheikha to bring back her hus-
band or her lover. The Sheikha accom-
panies the abandoned woman to a remote
place. There, the Moshabshiba covers her
face and hands with a black paint, wears
black clothes and Jet her hair hang loose
on her shoulders. She holds in her hand
three apples, or three oranges or three
of any other kind of fruits. The Sheikha
starts the ritual by burning some incen-
se. This consists of a drug and other sub-
stances producing pleasant odors. She
then recites a certain incantation,. in-
vocating the jinn to bring back the hus-
band or the lover of the Moshabshiba.
She throws the three fruits at a statye
which represents the husband or the
lover. The Sheikha takes off one of. her
slippers and beats it seven times while
invocating the Jinn and demons to bring
back the desired. man. The Shabshaba,




and ankle rings. The bedwin women are
fond of tattooing their foreheads, chins
and hands. They are clever in making
certain coloured rugs, called « Homool »
with which they furnish their houses. The
most expensive kind of the « Homool » is
the « Hawaya » which cost about seventy
pounds for each. The bedwin woman
spends about four months in making one
of these beautiful rugs.

The writer summed up his article
describing a visit to the carpet unit in
Marsa Matrouh and observed the innova-
tions in themes and forms. He pointed
out that hunting is possible in the en-
vironments of Marsa Matrouh.

AR

AMERICAN FOLK STUDIES
between progressive and reactionary
forces
by
Dr. Nabila Ibrahim

The reactionary forces in U.S.A.
attempted to use folklore to fulfil their
purposes during the cold war years.

On the other hand there was a keen
desire to study folklore in America in the
last ten years. This interest in folklore
was due to class-war. The progressive
forces appeared in the field of folk studies
and a conflict arose between them and
the reactionary folklorists.

The writer deals with the effect of
Freud’s method and Jung’s in the studies
of American folklorists. They neglected
the study of the relation between the col-
lective folk creation and the individual
talent.

Many American folklorists are fol-
lowers of the anthropological school. We
do not exaggerate if we say that a great
number of books and articles published ia
American Folklore Magazine deal with
rites, mythology and superstitions in Afri-
can tribes and the Indians of America.

The bourgeois folklorists in U.S.A.

prefer the Finn School method or the gec-
graphical historical method as it is called.
Stith Thompson is the leader of Lhis
school in U.S.A. He is of opinion that
folklore is a confused collection of motifs
which were transmitted from another
country. So folklorists have to arrange
these motifs according to indexes and
maps indicating their migration from one
country to another and reflecting the ex-
change of cultures between different peo-
ples.

With the development of methods in
European folk studies, American folklor-
ists neglected the psychological, anthro-
pological, and geographical — historical
schools. They called for field work based
on the origin of folklore and its develop-
ment. In 1959, Dorsan expressed his opi-
nion about the study of folklore in an
article published in the American Folk-
lore Magazine. He called his colleagues to
study the history of folklore and its dave-
lopment.

The number of progressive folklorists
increased in U.S.A.

They are of opinion that folklore is
the living and the ever-developing art of
the working masses. They assert that the
nature of the folk class gives the folklore
its collective character and artistic featu-
res. That is why folklore spreads through
verbal word. Folk song is the greatest
democratic expression. The other contem-
porary folk forms are characterized with
their realism, and emphasize the folk de-
mocratic trend.

For the first time the progressive
folklorists give an interpretation to the
development of folk creation. They op-
pose the reactionary folklorists who say
that folklore is impersonal. In their opi-
nion folklore must not be confined to the
old definition based on two criteria : ver-
bal narration and ignorance of the au-
thor’s name.

The writer calls for a new definition
of folklore.



THE FOLK SIDE
IN THE TWO CONFERENCES
OF ARABIC MUSIC,
held in Cairo,
March 1932 and December 1969
by
Dr. Mahmoud Ahmed Alhefni

The first Conference of Arabic Mu-
sic, held in Cairo, 1932 did not deal with
the folk side at all. Nevertheless it took
a special care of recording a great deal of
folk melodies and folk songs. Dr. M. Al-
hofni enumerates the folk songs of Mo-
hamed Alarabi, Anousa Almisriya and
Om Ibrahim, as well as the folk melodies.

The second Conference took care of
the folk music and folk songs. Delegates
of Hungary, Rumania, U.S.S.R., German
Democratic Republic, Federal Germany,
Switzerland, Denmark, Spain, Turkey, Sy-
ria, Lebanon, Iraq, Kuwait, South Yemen
Republic, Sudan and Libya attended the
second Conference. Eighty Egyptian
scientists and specialists in musicology
contributed to the discussions in this con-
ference. The delegates discussed the best
methods to classify the records of folk
music and they were of opinion that it is
necessary to use two methods of classific-
ation : 1) According to the geographical
regions ; 2) According to the subjects of
the folk songs. The following six deci-
sions were taken in this conference :

1. The Arab countries have to form mu-
sic orchestras in which the tradition-
al instruments are used to give per-
formances of folk music.

2. Archives for the musical records
must be formed.

3. An institute for musicology must be
established.

4. Protection of the oral folk tradition
and keeping it safe from any devia-
tion.

5. Study of the religious musical herit-
age in Arab countries.

6. Change of the Folklore Centre in
Cairo into a regional centre to study
the Arabic folk music.

FOLKLORE
IN THE NORTHWESTERN COAST

by
Dr. Osman Khairat

In this article Dr. Osman Khairat
gives a brief geographical description to
the Northwestern Coast, one of the most
populated regions in the West Desert. It
extends from Alexandria to Al Salloom.
Among the towns that lie on this coast the
writer cites Alexandria, AlAmeria, King
Mariut, Baheeg, Borg El Arab, Al Ha-
mam, Al Alamein, Sidi Abdul Rahman,
Ghazal, Al Dhabaa, Galal, Foka, Ras El
Hekma, Marsa Matrouh, Sidi Barrani and
Al Salloom. Many tribes live on this coast.
The bedwins live in tents scattered every-
where near the springs. Dr. Khairat des-
cribes in detail the Arab tents which vary
in size.

The writer deals with the wedding ce-
circle, clap their hands rhythmically and
sing some of their folk songs, which we
are hardly understood, while a bedwin
plays on the flute. A woman, called Al-
haggala, wearing a long robe and a black
veil that covers her face and head, dances
in the middle of the circle while one of
the bedwins fires his gun in the air.

In Marsa Matrouh the bedwin covers
his head with a red fez or a big turban
and wears a broidered vest and long trou-
sers. He wraps his body with a white
woollen cape, hanging down his shoulder
and fixed to his vest. He also wears a
lebration. Men stand in a line or in a
kind of shoes called « bolgha ».

Women in this region are unveiled.
They wear red robes ornamented with
bright-coloured roses. They surround
their waists with broad red woollen shawl.
They put on beautiful long boots which
are sometimes embroidered with silk
threads. They pierce their noses to wear
the « chenafs ». They wear silver brace-
lets, necklaces called « Djakd or beyia »




ple and the individuals in their behaviour
and relations with each other. These ele-
ments are characterized with elasticity.
They drop the redundances and modify
the parts liable to modification in such a
way that they keep pace with the deve-
lopment. In the same time they add —
and they always do — new parts of which
the community is in need. There is no
resurrection in folklore but there is con-
tinuity in life based on traditions, ‘exper-
iences and tests.

We must differentiate here the so-
cial anthropology and folklore.

Humanists took care of primitive cul-
ture at first. Folklore was confined; at
last, to the cultural clements that impress
the forms of expression in literature and
art, which emanate from communal con-
sciousness, in the frame of a certain peo-
ple, in a certain period.

Folklore is no longer confined to ru-
ral regions or emanating from peasants
alone but it is closely attached to the folk
life in any cultural frame that formulates
the people's behaviour and relations. The
study may necessitate searching for the
original stream or the modern tributaries.
It takes care, however, of facing the real-
ity in the city and in the village alike. The
scholar in this stage has to be satisfied
with the description of the phenomenon.
But to make use of this phenomenon
needs a special consciousness which en-
ables the student to distinguish between
the genuine and the forged, the useful and
the harmful, the negative and the positi-
ve, bearing in mind that the tastes of the
masses develop in their turn. Perhaps the
pest method to make use of the folk data
is to search for its originality and to free
it from harm, deviation and negativism.

The editor then speaks of the separ-
ation between the formal letters and arts,
on the one hand, and folklore on the other

hand. He asserts that both Were of ad-
vantage to each other.

He says that folklorist must choose
from the folk data what is genuine. He
must be acquainted with the methods of
field Work, classification and preparation
ot accurate archives.

Folklore is not in need of resurrection
or discovery of fossilized culture but it
necessitates knowledge and consciousness
in addition to the ability to distinguish
the genuine data. He pointed out that the
folk material develops in two directions :
from the top of the social structure to its
pase and vice versa. The masses adopted
many literary and artistic forms although
chey were the creation of the Elite or the
aristoeracy. Oa the other hand a great
aumber of chose classes admired many
fol¥ Literary and artistic forms.

The editor says that there is no con-
tradiction between nationalism and inter-
nationalism in the field of folklore. The
racial theories were superseded by new
ones. That was not in response to human
inclination, but it was the result of the
objective treatment.

Imperialism tried to overrule peoples
through cultural work. It tried to create
competing or conflicting schisms. For this
purpose it kept cultural elements which
were liable to extinction.

Foiklore made use of the results of
linguistic, anthropological, social and psy-
chological studies. This culminated in the
fact that discrimination between races is
no longer an infallible truth.

Folklore does not contradict science
and, is not an obstacle in the way of tech-
nological progress. It is no longer rem-
nants of the past. It is part and parcel of
the society in which we live. It is always
developing. It is able to modify its form
and content by modifying its function.
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Defence ofF Folklore

I have not ignored that folklorists or
specialized scholars are still in need of
pleading for folklore, because it has, long
since, taken place among the humanities
in Egypt and in the Arab World. It is not
haphazard to choose the above-mentioned
title for this article which I write after
twenty five years, pleading for the folk
literature.

In fact, what my friend Dr. Lewis
Awad wrote in Al Ahram about « folklore
and reactionary forces and « folklore and
imperialism », revealed the need clarify
and define the conception of folklore, es-
pecially after the wonderful results which
the humanities achieved in the field of
folk life. It revealed also the need of ac-
curate specialization to choose the folk
data, classify and exhibit.

The intellectual life felt the need to
correct the « national » tradition in res-
ponse to the developments which changed
the ways of life and work, modified many
human and social relations and liberated
the forms and contents of expression. The
intellectuals, naturally responded to this
need and began to study the written folk
texts. They started with folk poems and
folk tales, especially the Sira of Abu Zeid,
Sira of Antara, Sira of Seif Ibn Zi Yazan,
Sira of Al Zahir Bibars, Sirfa of Zatil
Himma... ete.

When people resorted to planning and
the High Council for Arts, Letters and
Social Sciences came into being, the Com-

by
Dr. Abdulhamid Yunis

mission of folk literature appeared to
take place among the commissions repre-
senting the forms of expression. One of
the renowned writers suggested that the
work of this commission must be confined
to «the literature in local cummission
must be confined to « the literature in lo-
cal dialects ». It was decided to add the
forms which use line, colour and mass to
the forms which use oral word on the base
of the fact that there is close relation be-
tween them and the people in the field of
creation and taste together.

Meanwhile the Folklore Centre was
established and the folk studies in the
University and high institutes extended
to cover the theoretical study of folklore
and field work. In this atmosphere ama-
teurs and professionals appeared to bene-
fit by folk tradition in show, information
and creation. The interest of people in
folk tradition designates its value and the
originality of a great deal of its kinds
and forms. That is why Dr. Lewis is right
to lay the subject of folklore before the
specialists to define its conception, to dis-
tinguish what is considered of folklore
and to clarify its function.

The editor says that some specialized
scientists and some intellectuals were of
opinion that folklore is the fossils and
remnants of a previous civilization or a
past historical phase. But now folklore
consists of living cultural elements which
are effective and keep pace with the peo-
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