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each had distinctive characteristics and
were, in most cases, partially or wholly
choreographed. They were known gene-
rally enough to be specifically requested,

on occasion ..

The Rags al-Takht. The opening dance
of a wedding entertainment, performed
to mizmar, a raucous oboe-like instru-
ment, and drum by three or four dancers.
There is no choreography but, though the
danccrs improvise, the majority must be
doing the same thing at any given time,
while the remaining dancer performs the
step/movement which the majority were
doing last.

Al-Na’asi. A side to side shimmy dance,
performed in unison by three® or four
dancers, with light cymbals (unlike the ge-
nerality of Egyptian dancers, who use
finger cymbals little and ineptly, the
ghawazi can vary the tone and dynamics
with the skill of virtuoso musicians). The
Na’asi is accompanied by mizmars played
very low by muffling the bell.

The Asherat al-Tabl. A drummer moves
about the dance area playing a large table
baladi, or double-headed drum slung before
him. The ghaziyya, leaning back-
wards accross the barrel of the drum, fol-
lows him in this position, dancing.

The Rags al-Jihayni. The ghaziyya’s stick
d.ance par excellence, described as «very
old.» Performed by two dancers, it con-
tains elements of tahtiyb, [Combat dance
with sticks].

(77) 1bid,

The Nizzawi. A fast, choreographed
dance for two dancers with ctaffs. A typi-
cal figure is the dancers’ moving apart
while facing each other, then coming to-
gethier again, then tzking a quarter pivot
to face forward and advance, side by
side, while twirling their staffs like ba-
tons.

Yusuf also claimed that two pairs of gha-
ziyyas might perform the tahtiyb. Gha-
wazi had never danced with swords, to
his knowledge; thls was a thing of the
bedouin.

In addition to these dances, the Maazin
ghaziyyas had a large store of songs-neces-
sarily large, because at one moment their
auiience might demand an old song from
Jocal folklore, and the next, one of the com-
positions of ’Abd Al Wahhab. They could
improvise verses on the spot in praise of a
particular village or family or a newly
wed couple. They knew the songs of the
Nawara, and composed new songs. (77)

In conclusion, the purport of this preli-
minary report is to present a partial review

of the variety of data and information availa-
ble on tribal entertainer class of «public
dancers» in [Egypt, of the Nawar.
Ghagar, perhaps also Halab — named Gha-
wazi along with cther non-tribal such enter-
tainers. The material it contains might serve
as an indication of the diverse yet unresear-
ched areas of inquiry into this apparently
declining class of artists, their social back-
ground and history, and the differing styles
of dance, music and song of the art they pro-
fess, and encourage scholarly curiosity in that
direction.

Dr. Magda Saleh
Former Dean, Higher Institute
of Ballet and Professor,
Academy of Arts, Cairo.




In Egyptian cities both the dancing-girl
and the singer are now called «almay»
(colloquial), while in the villages the dan-
cer is still often called «ghaziya» ... Both
the «ghaziya and the «alima» must now
be distinguished® from® the better-paid,
better trained «Oriental dancer («rakisa»)
who performs in modern night clubs and
films and at private celebrations».(70).

Wood writes that «Today Egypt has once
again become a place of pilgrimage — but
the ancient mysteries sought for are now
those of the lingering dance traditicns in the
keeping of a few scattered families of the he-

reditary entertainer caste» (71) for, as Ber-
ger notes :» the dancers do not come from
a distinct tribe but from various sorts of low-
income families, usually urban. They are
taught the art ... by female teachers who are
sometimes called «awalim ...» too (72). The
traditional Ghawazi’s star has long been on
the wane. Reporting on their presence at the
Moulid of El Hussein in Cairo, J. W. McPher-
son writes that they enjoyed «... a meteoric re-
vival in recent years, reaching their zenith
in 1353 (1934), when, however, they did not
perform or accost pilgrims and visitors in the
precincts of the mosque, but were in ringas
and other dancing booths ...»(73). Two years
later, «... the Ghawazee stars had fallen as
rapidly as they rose ..» (74).

The dance of the Mazin Ghawazi in
Luxor has come under scrutiny in recent years.
El Mulouk has provided some pertinent in-
formation regarding them and their art.

She considers the distinctive costume of
teday’s Ghawazi to be derived from those of

their ancestors-in-art of the preceding century,
producing a persuasive argument in the form
of a photograph presumed to date from the
nineteenth century.(75) The tiara (taj), she
discovered, was an innovation, a substitute
for the decorated kerchief (mandeel), a head
covering for many of Egypt’s women (76) . Un-
der the skirt, the researcher noted a version
of the «azzama»r, a bustle-like padding of the
hips. Ghawazi usually dance in pairs, trios
or quartets. They do perform freestyle impro-
visations, but also present choreographed or
semi-choreographed dances :

There indeed existed a repertoire of dan-
ces which, from subsequent description,

(70) Berger, Encyclopaedia of Islam, 1048,

(71) Wood, «Danse du Ventre
(72) Berger, 1048,

: A Fresh Appraisal» Part II, Arabesque, V : 6, 13,

(73) J. W. McPherson, The Moulids of Egypt, Cairo : Ptd. N. M. Press, 1941, 220,

(74) Ibid,
(75) El Mulouk, III : II, 8
(76) Tbid,
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«The name Barmak, traditionally borne
by the ancestor of the family, was not a
proper name, according to certain Arab
authors, but a word designating the of-
fice of the hereditary high priest of the
temple of Nawbahar, near Balkh., This
interpretation is confirmed by the etymo-
Iogy ... now accepted, deriving from the
Sanskrit word parmak ... superior, chief.»
The term Nawbahar ... like wise derives
from the sanskrit»..

The Barmaki family owned some 1500
square um. of temple lands and retained them
in part at least Yehia Ibn Khalid al-Barmaki,

Harun’s wazir ... (57)

Walker states that «... it has been sup-
posed that the famous Barmecide family at
the court of Harun al-Rashid were of ... Gipsy
origin. The name Baramika is actually the
designation in Egypt of a class of public dan-
cers (Ghawazi) of low moral character and
conduct who have been regarded as of Gipsy
blood». However, he adds «The ques-
tion ... is doubtful ...» (58) He lists, for the
various countries of the Orient where gypsies
reside, several designations for them : the
older name, now much restricted in use, was

Zutt or Jatt. The Turkish Cingana has
passed into European languages as Zingaro.
Czigany, Zigeuner etc. Other names most
common seem to be : «Nawar» and «Kurbat»
«Ghurbat» (part. N. Syria and Persia), «Ghagar
and Halab» (esp. in Egypt and N. Africa), and
« Duman » (Mesopotamia). (59) Remarking
that the collection of data is by no means
easy, he notes that the statistics of Massig-
non’s 1925 «Annuaire Musulman» gives the

number of gypsies in Egypt as two per cent
of the population, ccnsisting of two tribes of
Ghagar and Nawar respectively, and four tri-
bes of Halab. (60).

Walker records that «Nuri», the common
name in the Near East for a member of cer-
tain  gypsy tribes (also «Nawari», plural
«Nawar», «Nawara», «Nawar») may not un-
likely be a natural phonetic transformation
from «Luri» (Lcri, Luli) the current Persian
name for gypsy.(61) This, in turn, it is sug-
gesied, originally denoted an inhabitant of the
town of al-Rur (Arur) in Sind (62). It has
been proposed that «Nuri» arises from the
Arabic «nur»  ,4i  because the vagrants
were seen carrying brazier or lantern (63).
«Persian and Arabic writers preserve ... the
tradition that tribes of Jats (or Zutt) from
the Pundjab were conveyed westwards by
command of the Sasanian monarch Bahram
Gur (420-438 A.D.).» (64) Thence, over may
centurices, their descendants have dispersed and
migrated continously to «.. other ends of
East and West». (65)

In a recent study of a Ghagar communi-
ty in Egypt. Nabil Sobhi Hanna lists «Danc-
ing and Singing» among the basic types of
work practised by them. (66) He reports that
«.. although financially well off, the people
who practice this profession are despised by
Ghagar and non-Ghagar alike» (67) adding
«... with the revival of the religious movement.
there has been a decline in this profes-
sion» (68). Hanna calls the Ghagar dancers
«Ghawazi» They are the group of Ghagar most
isolated from the rest of the village society(69).
Berger writes that :

(57) W. Barthold (D. Sourel), «Baramika», Encyclopaedia of Islam, 1960, I, 1933.

(58) Walker, 962
(60) Ibid. . .
(62) Ibid,

(64) Tbid,

(59) Ibid,
(61) Ibid,
(63) Ibid.
(65) Ibid.

(66) Nabil Sobhi Hanna, Ghagar Community of Sett Guiranha a Study of a Gypsy com
munity in Egypt,» the Cairo Papers in Social Science, Volume five, Monograph One,
Cairo : The American University in Cairo, June 1973, 23,

(68) Ibid., 33,
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(69) Ibid,, 17,
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cording to our view, are a mixture of
Indians, Persians, Hurds, Turas, and Ta-
tars, to whom there have joined some of
the rabble and refuse of the peoples
of those countries ; and among them are
some Arabs and certain of ihe ofher
dregs of the populations who from time
to time accompanied them or stopped
in their country and their abodes.

One of the nams:s of the Nawar is Gagar

(Ghajar). This & the name by which the

people of Algiers and Tunis and the tri-

bes of Egypt call them. Gagar we think

a mistake for the Turkish Cotchar,

that is, the «traveliers» or the «migrant.s»

They are called by this Turkish name to-

day in the west of Persia, the east of the

Ottoman Empire in Asia, and the land of

Mesopotamia ... (53).

El-Mulouk’s Syrian informant Nazem
Jazri was convinced that the Nawar had en-
tered Egypt as camp-followers of the Turks,
perhaps arriving with the conquering Otto-
man army in 1517. In a coincidental report
Kate McGowan mentions that «in the Ottoman
society artists and entertainers were organiz-
ed into guilds ... which were at once highly
popular and disreputable ... «the majority of
the dancing boys and girls were ... Gypsies (cal-
led in Turkish cengi, jemgi, perhaps derived
from cingene, jingene meaning Gypsy) .. »
Ultimately these cliques of entertainers be-
came so mischieveous and caused so much
havoc, especiaily among the elite in Ottoman
society, that the Sultan had them banished
to the provinces - to Cairo. (54)

Madden reports, in yet another account:
About 1512, Selim the First, having con-
quered Egypt, drove his opponents into the
Desert, where one paity of them, headed
by a swarthy slave, called Zinganeus
became formidable to the towns adjoin-
ing the Desert, by their frequent depre-
dations ; they were at length dispersed
by the Turks and Bedouirs, and straggl
ed about various countries as magicians,
fortune-tellers, and dancers; preserving al-
ways a distinct character wherever they
went; and remarkable no less for their
swarthy features, than for their dissolute
habi‘s and knavish practices. I have heard
some of them boast of their common origin
from a Grand Vizier of one of the Ca-
liphs, and talk of their yet being res-
tored to the possession of Egypt ... This
tribe of the Zinganees take the nmame of
Aeme in Lower Egypt, and are the only
professors and performers of dancing. (55)

J. Walker states that «The (Egyptian)
Ghagar Gipsy tribe(’s) ... speech has fewer
foreign ingredients and Galtier is of the opin-
ion that they are more recent arrivals in the
Nile valiey, probably wanderers from Constan-
tinople (56).

While ailowing for the possible predilec-
tion for a fictive genealogy, the claim of the
Egyptian gypsies of descent from the Bara-
mika should not perhaps be dismissed out of
hand. In view of the general acceptance of
the Indian descent of gypsies, it should be
noted that

(53) Father Anastas, «The Nawar or Gypsies of the East», in The Journal
Lore Society, III : 4, Monograph IV, Edinburgh, 1913-4, 298-319,

IV ¢ II, 1.

of the Gypsy
cited in El-Mulouk,

(£4) Kate McGowan (Suheyla), «Sing Gypsy ! Dance Gypsy !», Part III, Arabesque, New

York : Tbrahim Farrah,

1982, VIII : 1, 22, and Metin And, Apictorial History of
Turkish Dancing, Ankara : Dost Yayinlaru, 1976, 138, cited in McGowan, 22.

(55) Madden, 298,

(56) J. Walker, «Nuri», in Th, Houtsma, A J, Wensinck, E, Levi-Provencal, H.AR. Gibb and

W. Heffening, eds., The Encyclopaedia of Islam, London : Luzac and Co., 1936, III, 963.
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the derogatory denmomination Ghawazi,
and denied being Ghagar (gypsies)), the
Nawara were of non-Egyptian origin,
spoke an obscure language among them-
selves, and had past connections with
Persia (48).

Among others, Lane had noted that while
the ordinary language of the Ghawazi was
the same as that of the rest of the Egyptians,
they made use of a number of words peculiar
to themselves, in order» .. to render their
speech unintelligible to strangers (49). Berger
states that «Ghaziya», the origin of which is
uncertain, is still a derogatory term avoided
by the dancer herself. In the villages it con-
notes a woman outside the pale of respec-
tability. «Ibn Ghaziya» is thus a serious in-
sult». (50) El-Mulouk proposes an explanation
for the name, of speculative plausibility :

This account of the Nawar of Syria agre-
ed in many respects with what was
reported of the Ghawazi of Egypt, and
Nazem Jabri believed them to be one and
fhe same people. What was missing here
was the term Ghawazi itself. In Syria
this ferm referred to very old, thin gold
coins, almost spangles, which were piernc-
ed and worn in the hair or sewn to the
headdresses of traditional female attire.
Artificial coins used for the same purpose
were also sometimes called Ghawazi. Pos-
sibly, as noted, the term derived from
the classical Arabic ghazi «raider», the
raiders, or «knights of the faith of Islam»
in question being the Turks who broke
upon the Near East in the Eleventh cen-
tury; oind, as newly converted Muslims
and protectors of the Caliphate, carved

ouf principalities for themselves among
the island and marches of the Byzantine
Empire, from which they raided into the
christian heartlands. Early ghazi lords
of the House of Osman, whose hegemony
was to become the Osmanli («Ottoman»)
Empire, styled themselves «Sultan, Son
of the Sultan of the Ghazis, Ghazi, Son
of the Ghazi,» and their Syrian neigh-
bors may have called the early Osmanli
coinage «ghawazi coins» after them.
Nazem Jabri speculated that the Ghawazi
dancers of Egypt could have been so na-
med on account of their oft-noted pre-
dilection for wearing great numbers of
these coins, or on account of the practice
alluded to by Edward Lane, «It is
a common custom for a man to wet, with
his tongue, small gold coins, and stick
them upon the foreheqd, cheeks, chin,
and lips, of a Ghazeeyah ... (51).
Gerard de Nerval (visiting the East in
1843) having admired three gorgeously seduc-
tive «almas» in Egypt, at the Mousky café, ...
was already planning to pay them homage
by fastening a handful of ghazis (small gold
coins worth up to five francs) on to their
foreheads, following the time - honoured
tradition of the Levant. (52) When he disco-
vered, to his incredulity, that they were males
(khawals — the term by which these trans-
vestite performers were known).
As for the origin of the Nawar, El-Mulouk
cites Father Anastas :

The Nawar or Nawarah are a race of
men scattered over every land ... They are
a people having a language belonging
exclusively to themsevles ... The Nawar, ac-

(48) El-Mulouk. Habibi, IV-11, 10.°

(49) Lane, 387-388,

(50) Berger, “Ghaziya», in B, Lewis, Ch, Pellat and J. Schacht, eds, Encuclopaedia of
Islam : London : Luzac and Co, 1960, II : 1048.

(51) El-Mulouk, IV : 11, 11,

(52) Gerard de Nerval, Journey to the Orient, Translation Normand Glass, New York : New
York TJniversity Press, 1972, cited in Adam Lehm_ “Romantic Writers and Their Vision

of the East, «Arabesaue, New York
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admired before this in the house of the Ger-
man censular agent at Luxor, in remote Upper
Egypt» (36).

" Lane has also cited the above-mentioned
goVernment ban on public female dancing
and prostitution, promulgated in the beginn-
ing of June, 1834 (37) by Egypt’s Albanian ru-
ler Mohammed Ali.

Berger adds that as a result of this ban
«... he increased personal taxes to make up
for the revenue he lost by this burst of moral
zeal».(38) «When a few girls thought they could
evade the new restriction, Mohammed Ali
banished them to Esna about 500 miles from
their Cairo haunts». (39)

The exiled dancing-girls not only settled
in Esna, but also in Luxor, Qena, Girga, Edfu
in Upper Egypt. The village of Sumbat in
the Delta is famed to this day as a locale for
Ghawazi and Awalem in particular.

It was in Esna in 1850 that Gustave Flau-
bert had his passionate encounter with splendid
Kutchuk Hanem (40) whose dances he so elo-
quently described. Another of Kutchuk’s visi-
tors, the American George William Curtis,
following closely on Flaubert’s heels, also wrote
of the electrifying performance and the in-
tense atmosphere conveyed by Kutchuk. He
stated that even the musicians were» ... fasci-
nated with the Ghazeeyah’s fire ...» (41)

In ‘1977, Edwina Bourg Al Samahi, a
persevering researcher of the Ghawazi, writing

under the pen-name «Qamar El-Mulouko.
began a series of articles on the subject (42)
— directed at popu'ar, rather than academic.
consumption (43). She ponders on the fact that
«Flaubert, unfortunately, had never mention-
ed the Ghawazi by name ..(44) «In Esna, where
he could easily have found Ghawazi, he visit-
ed only Kutchuk Hanem, a renowned cour-
tesan-dancer with a Turkish name from Da-
mascus, Syria ...(45) But Rodinson remarks
that «Flaubert in 1850 associated with them
(the Ghawazi) there (Upper Egypt), and refers
to them as «almees». (46) El-Mulouk made her
way to Luxor, where she contacted the there-
renowned Mazin family, whose women are re-
puted Ghawazi. She visited the aged head
of the family, the iate Youssef Mazin, in an
attempt to elicit from the old man an answer
to the question : «Who are the Ghawazi ?»
The Mazin Ghawazi in Luxor are apparently
more accessib'e than most to the curious.
Among other visitors, they received Aisha Ali,
a dance researcher from Los Angeles ; Rus-
sian experts ; Sami Younis, Bormer director-
choreographer of the National Folk Dance
Company; and, if old Youssef Mazin is to
be believed, even Cecil B. Demille, looking
for material for his spectacular, «The Ten
Commandments» in 1956 (47) ...

«according to my principal informant,
Yusuf, patriarch of the Mazin family
(who informed EI-Mulouk that they were
of the Al-Nawara tribe, did not care for

(36) George Ebers, Egypt

Company Ltd,, 1878-79, Volume 1 : 80-82, Volume IT : 223,

: Descriptive, Historical and Picturesque, New York : Cassell and

310, 316, cited in Qamar

El-Mulouk, «The Mpystery of the Ghawazi», Habibi, IV : 11, 10,

(37) Lane, 38, n, 1,
(36) Ipid, 31.

(38) Berger, 30.

(40) TIbid,, 31.

(41) George William Curtis, Nile Notes of a Howadji, New York : Harper and Brothers,

Publishers, 1856, 142,

“(42) - Qamar El-Mulouk, «The Mystery of the Ghawazi, «Habibi, n.d,, volumeIil :"9.12, Volume

IV : 2.5, 11, Volume V : 1.

(43) Letter from Qamar El-Mulouk, Cupertino, California, December 12, 1978,

(44) El Mulouk III : 9, 9,
(46) Rodinson, 404,

(45) Ibid,
(47 El Mulouk, IV : 8,
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dies with their dances, but to teach them their
veluptuous arts ...» (31) But this seems in ap-
parent contradiction to his statement : «They
are never admitted into a respectabie hareem..»
or again : «.. are very seldom admitted into

a hareem ...» (32).

Many of them were to be found in almost
every large town in Egypt, and they often
moved from one town to another. Some of
thesc women possessed considerable wealth,
and settled themselves in large houses.
‘They attended the camps, and were, to many,

the "chief attractions of the great religious or
other festivals. (33) «Some of these women
add to their other alluremants the art of sing-
ing, and equal the ordinary ’Awalim.» (34)
Commenting on their peripatetic way of life,
St. John confirms :

(31) Lane, 305,
(33) Ibid, 387-388.
(35) St. John, 27.28,

The Ghav4azees have never any fixed
place of residence, but travel from . city
to ciiy, and viilage to village ... Wherever
there is a religious festival or a fair ...
they repair as industriously as flies and
beggars. They are supposed, it is true,
to be banished to Upper Egypt; but the
edict was never effectually carried out,
and vwhen twice a year business and piety
attract their votaries to Tanta, the Ghawa-
zees; or substitutes strongly resembling
them are never absent. Their tents always
occupy the most conspicuous position; and
Berger adds that as a resuit of this ban
nothing can exceed the audacious freedom
with which they ply their trade.'(35)

A noted Egyptologist, Georg Ebers, wrote:
«At Tanta Lower Egypt we met and recog-
nized a Ghazieyh, or dancer, whom we had

(32) Ibid,, 386, 195,
(34) Ibid,, 388.




type of misapprehension is given by an En-
glish physician travelling in the Middie East :
- «The Alme are called Zinganee in Constan-
tinople, and Ghasie, in Cairo. Niebuhr cails
them gypsies. It is little known that the dancing
giris of Egypt are one of the same race as our
gypsies, who were first called Egyptians, from
their native country, Egypt.» (20)

Bayle St. John admits :

it seems impossible to obtain a distinct
idea of the origin and history of the so-
called tribe of Ghawazees. Of course the
nature of their occupation precludes the
possibilify of any unity of blood ; but
there are ceitainly traces of a distinct
_type, which reappears here and there with
remarkable purity (21).

M. Rodinson points out that «Travellers
regularly confused the «aimas» Wwith the
«Ghawazi...», (22) noting that the term («aime,»
«’alime», plural «’awalim»), in the Egyptian
dialect of Arabic, means «a iearned, expert
woman», being the name of a class of Egyp-
tian femalc singers whose art included the
improvisation of poems of the «mawal» type,
singing and dancing» (23) and well-informed
traveilers were careful to distinguish them from
the «Ghawazi» who sang and danced prima-
rily in the streets. (24) Claude-Etienne Savary
wrote, towards the end of the 18th century
that «L’Egypte ... ainsi que L’Italie, possede
des «improvisatrices». On les appelle «Alme»,
savantes. Une education plus soignee que
celle des autres femmes leur a merite ce nom.
Eiles forment une scciete celebre dans le
pays.» (25) He adds : «Le peuple a aussi des

«alme.» Ce sont des filies du second ordre
que tachient dumiter les premieres. Eils nont
ni leur elegance, ni leurs graces, ni leurs con-
naissances. On en trouve partout.» (20) Lane
concurs that «.. travellers have often
misapplied the name ... to the common danc-
ing giwris ... or they may have done so because
these girls themseives occasionally assume this
appellation, and generally do so when (as
has been often the case) the exercise of their
art is prohibited by the government». (27)

pancing to the musical instruments,
usually psayed by musicians of the same tribe,
the «kemengel» or the «rapab» witn the «tar»,
ol the «aarabukkeh» with tne «zummaran» or
the «zemr,» the tar usually bemng in the hands
ol an old woman, the Ghawazi orten perform-
ed in the court of a house, or in the street,
before the door, on occasions of festivity 1n
the hareem, such as a marrage, of a birtn(28)
However, they were not infrequently employ-
ed, reports Lane, to entertain a party of men
in the house of «some rake». The perfor-
mances were then more iascivious, the dress
most scanty. With a plentiful supply of liquor
«To extinguish the least spark of modesty

... The scenes which ensue (d) cannot
be described ... these women are the most
abandoned of the courtesans of Egypt.» (29)
Savary comments reprovingly that «Les Baya-
dieres de L’Inde sont des modeles de pudeur
en comparaison de ces danseuses Egyptien-
nes»- (30)

Elsewhere, Lane remarks that : «The
Ghawazee, who are professed prostitutes, are
not unfrequently introduced into the hareems
of the wealthy, not merely to entertain the la-

(20) R. R. Madden, Esq., M R.CS., Travels in Turkey, Egypt, Nubi i i
1825, and 1837, 2 vols,, London : He B o lingtoic Bt 1000 ¢ B8
y X s n : Henry Colburn, New Burlington St,, 1829, I, 298,

(21) St. John, 24,

(22) M, Robinson, (’Alima, in H.AR. Gibb, J.H, Kramers, E. Levi
apan, s AR, , J.H, , E. Leviprovencal, J, Schacht,
B. Lewis and Ch, Pellat Eds,, The Encyclopaedia of Islam, London, : Luzac and Co,, 1960,

I, 404,
(23) 1Ibid,, 403-404.

(24) Ibid,, 404.

25) Claude-Eti 4 i
(25) aude-Etienne Savary, Lettres sur L’Egupte, 3 Vols, Paris : Onfroi, 1735-86, 131,

(26) 1Ibid., 136,
(28) Ibid., 385-386,
(30) Savary, 137,

(27) Lane, 362,
(29) Ibid,, 386,
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of Gades. The dress in which they gene-
rally thus exhibit in public is similar to
that which is v orn by women of the middle
classes in Egypt in private ... they a’so
wear various ormaments : th:ir eyes are
bordered with the Kohl (or black coly-
rium) and the tips of their fingers, the
palms of their hands, and their
toes and other parts of their fet, are
usuaily stained with the red dye of the
henna ... (11).

Observing that «There are some other
dancing-girls and ccurtesans who cail them-
selves Ghawazee, but who do not realiy belong
to that tribe». (12) Lane writes that the Gha-
wazi kept themselves apart from other classes,
generally marrying into their own tribe, except
in the case of «repentanc», upon which the
penitent married «a respectable Arab.» He
is «... not generaily considered as disgraced by
such a connectiony. (13)

He states that the Ghawazi are, them-
selves asserting the fact, a race distinct from
the Egyptiaiis. «Their origin, however, is in-
wolved in much unceriainty».(14) Calling
themselves «Baramikeh» or «Barmekees», they
boast descent from that famous family, once
favourites of the fabled Caliph Haroun EI
Raschid, then victims of his tyranny.

The customs of this peopie resemble those
called «Gipsies,» supposed, by some, to be of
Egyptian origin. Some of these also claim
to be descended from a branch of the Bara-
mikeh, but «.. their claim is still less to be
regarded -..» (15)

Ancther 19th Century writer, Bayle St.

John, was inciined to believe there was an af-
finity between them and the gypsies :

Kalah, the Jewish Almeh, whom I knew
in Alexandria, once told me a curious
story of two daughters of a Barmekide ...
Oune of them .. became the mother of
the Ghawazee ; the other ... eloping with
a stranger became the mother of the
Gagarees, or gypsies ... both the dancing-
girls and the gypsies claim a descent from
tie Barmekide; but, as is well known, the
former existed in the times of the Pha-.
rachs ... (16)

About the professed similariiies between the
oriental dances and the ancient dances repre-
sented in the tombs, however, and the idea
that the dancers’ descent could be traced from
Fharaonic times, Berger states : « The evidence
simply does not exist.» (17) He also discounts
the theory put forward by Irena Lexova that
the modern dance came not from Ancient
Egypt but from the later Etruscans of Italy.(18)
He suggests that «It is likely that the dancers
from phoenicia, then Carthage, and finally
from Roman Egypt introduced farther west
these movements that Lane, writing eighteen
hundred years after Juvenal and Martial, re-
cognized as the very ones he saw in Cairo».(19)
Evidently, there are as many theories about
the subject as there are writers.

The question of who the Ghawazi dancers
are, as distinct frcm other public dancers in
Egypt has no easy answer. Accounts are obs-
cured by the general confusion and interchan-
geability of the terms Ghawazi, Awalem, and
Ghagar (gipsies). An extreme example of this

(11) Edward William Lane, The Modern Egyptians, London, JM, Dent and Sons Ltd, 1936,

384-385,
(12) 1bid., 388.
(14) Ibid, 386,

(13) Ibid,, 387.
(15) Ibid,, 387,

(16) Bayle St, John, Village Life in Egypt, New York, Arno Press, 1973, 27,

(17) Berger, 8,

(18) Irena Lexova, Ancient Egyptian Dances, Prague

and 72, cited in Berger, 8,
(19) Berger, 9,

10

: Oriental Institute, 1935 «Prefacey




term «belly dance,» restricted to a special and
limited image of the dancer is the embodiment
of what damse du ventre has come to mcan
to most people. However, it represents only
the most familiar aspect of a dance form that
is both ancient and varicus (3), more properly
termed «Oriental Dance» to designate the
form in Near Eastern and North African Mus-
lim countries. (The terms most commonty
emplioyed to identify the inelegantly — label-
led «Belly Dance» are «Rags Masri» (Egyptian
Dance), «Kags Baadi» (Native Dance), «Rags
Sharqi  (Oriental Dance), «Rags Arabi»
(Arabian Dance)). (4) Wood continues

«The cogent defining element is ... the variety
of articulated pelvic movements that differen-
tiafe it from most, but certainly not all, other
dance traditions » (5). « While the cross-cul-
tural infusions that have produced the current
style called «belly dance’ must have been con-
tinuous for well over two millenia, it must
not be forgotten that this dance is primarily
and pre-eminently Egyptian, and Egypt is
where it is still seen to its best advantage». (6)

The dance of the «Ghawazi» (sing. «Gha-
ziya») in Egypt partakes of this ancient and
various tradition. Variety would appear to
be the key word, when differing pelvic move-
ment is found in such dances from Morocco
to Persia to Turkestan to Greece to North India.
Thus it would ensue that the Ghawazi practice
a distinctive form of the dance peculiar to
themselves : The tradition of the «danse du
ventre», and within this tradition, the distinc-
tive form practiced by the Ghawazi, is aliow-
ed to be of great antiquity; this whether as sur-
vivals of magical mysteries, love-dances of fer-
tility rites, a «poem to the mystery and pain of

motherhoody, (7) a voiuptuous dance to ancient
Mother Goddesses, the symbolic laying of the
world egg, (8) or entertainment pure and sim-
pie irom time immemorial.

The dancing-girls of Egypt have attracted
the most attenuon, admiring, incredulous,
censcrious, and prominent among these are
the Ghawazi, the most famous of Egypt’s long-
celebrated public dancing girls.

James Aldridge writes that «lt was
(Carsten) Niebunr who introduced European
readers to Egypt's Oriental dancers who per-
formed naked to the waist, 'with their yeliow
hands, spotted tface, absurd ornaments and
hair larded with stinking pomatum ... their
movement graceful though indecent ..» (9)
Morroe Berger, however, states : «As early as
the sixteenth century European writers were
using popular stereotypes of Turkish splendor
in costume and female expertise in the
dance» .(10)

Writing in the first third of the 19th
century, Edward Lane has provided the singly
most quoted report cn the Ghawazi :

The Ghawazi per form, unveied, in the
public streets, even to amuse the rabble.
Their dancing has little of elegance; its
chief peculiarity being a very rapid vibrat-
ing motion of the hips, from side to side.
They commence with a degree of de-
corum ; but soon, by more animated
locks, by a more rapid collision of their
castanets of brass, and by increased ener-
gy in every motion, they exhibit a spec-
tacle exactly agreeing with the descrip-
tions which Martial and Juvenal have given
of the performances of the female dancers

(3) Ibid,
(5) Ibid, 18,

(7) Armen Ohanian, The Dancer of Shamahka, trans. Rose Wilder Lane

Dutton, 1923, 261, cited in Wood 21,

(4) TIbid,, 23,
(6) Ibid,, 19,

, New York : EP.
(8) wood, 21,

(9) James Aldridge. Cairo Biography of a City Bosten-Toronto : Little. Brown and Com.
s i

pany, 1969, 147,

(10) Morroe Berger, «A Curious and Wonderful Gymnastic

1961, 6
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THE GHAWAZI OF ECYPT
A PRELIMINARY REPORT

Dr. MAGDA SALEH

‘There has been far more reference in related literature to the art of the
«dancing girls» of Egypt, than to all fie other Egyptian dance forms combined.
~Recearch into this dance form, its origins, and that of its practitioners, has been

confounded by a welter of confusing data propagated over many years. As

7 Ieona Wood has pointed out :

In the past a climate of disapproval has
hampered any attempt at serious evalua-
tion of this dance form (Danse du Ven-
tre); at the present time the situation has
reversed to a point where the enthusiasm
of its protagonists has become the chief

hindrance to an objective assessment. 1)
She indicates that «.. years of defensive
posture have produced a retaliatory response
which has encouraged its mythopoetical iden-
tification with ancient rites and mysteries» (2)
The classificatory (anatomically descriptive)

(1) Leona Woo d, “Danse du Ventre : a Fresh Appraisal», Dance Research Journal, CORD,

Spring-Summer, 1976, VIIT : 2, 18,

(2) Thid.




al-Din between «Sirat», the Legend and the
Epic». In an introduction he mentiones the
characteristic features of the folk epic, then, he
applies them to the novei to prove how «Sirat
al-Sheich Nur al-Din» from its starting point
is a model biography, «sirat». He takes also
into consideration a mythological background
of this novel connected with the person of
Sheich Nur ei-Din. Dr. Ahmed Shams el-Din
is presenting in a form of a novei, a valuable
work in the field of culture and artistic crea-
tion.

Folklore Magazine Tour includes several
subjects ; the first of which deals with the
folklore and architecture in the Upper Egypt.
Mr. Mohammed Hussein Hilai gives the pre-
sentation of a iecture accompanied by slides
done by Mr. Subhi al-Sharani, the well-known
art critic and the artist Mrs. Safia ‘Hilmi
Hussein. The subject dealt with is about folk
architecture in the region of Qurna, west of
Luksor as well as about buiidings and houses
in Gabal Qurna, which differs greatly from
the first mentioned (Photos are included).
There is also the presentation of the archi-
cecture and arts of the west region of Aswan,

were are the old traditional viilages of Nubia
with their characteristic architectural form and
their special decorations connected with diffe-
rent social festivities.

The second subject was about the 8th
International Congress of Turkish Art which
was held in Cairo under supervision of the

Egyptian Antiquities Organization from 26
September .. 1 October 1987.

The third subject is about the Cere-
mony and the Session connected with the Feast
of the Gratitude to the Nile, organized by
the Governorate of Cairo. Mr. Abdel Aziz
Rifat presents the main points of the lectures
and speaches which were discussed. He puts
an observation that the Ceremony in general
had an oficial character and the people were
not sharing in these celebrations.

Mr. Mohammed Hussein Hilal is making
a summary of the scientific activities of the
Congress as well as accompanying them artis-
tic shows such as the performance of the
Turkish Art and Music in Manial Museum,
Museum of Islamic Art and the Salah ed-Din
Citadel.

Mr. Abdel Ghani Dawoud is writing
about the performance «Darabuka --- the
Egyptian Folk-Drum» put on the stage of the
«Manf Theatre» in Aguza and produced by
the musician Dr. Intisar Abdel Fattah. The

producer in his experimental show presents
the conflict between folk music and modern
music as he discusses also the authenticity of
folk music.

The number includes also a report written
by Prof. Dr.Magda Saleh about «Ghawazi» in
Egypt which she has presented during the In-
ternational Conference for the Gypsy Dances
held in Finland.

THE EDITOR




many other special names ; he also describes
the image of a curing person in folk culture
through «the mawals», songs, folk proverbs
and incantations. Furthermore, in a complete
and deep understanding for this aspect of life,
prof. Rushdi Saleh tells us about the illnesses
that need the folk medecine, either being phy-
sical or psychical. He also mentions the way
and methods of psychological curing, as well
as the various kinds of physical curing, as
well as the various kinds of physical curing,
blood-letting or cauterising».

Having presented the picture of a doctor,
the author presents also the pacient and his
names according to the illness he suffers —
so he can be called : the ill, the injured, the
sick etc. Prof. Rushdi Saleh ends his study
making a list of pilants and herbs, used for
the ditferent illnesses, mentioning-when it is
needed-all their history.

The following article is the study of
Mr. Abd el Aziz Rifat entitled «The Story of
Sidi al-Garib — some Aspects of the Text».
The researcher is trying to reveal how the
text is formed as well as showing the relations
existing between ‘its units and its stratas, then
between these units and stratas and the text
as a whole. The writer concentrates in his
study on the nature of the folk technique in
poetry in this narrative «mawwal» (bailad)
which presents the story of the Muslim Saint
called «the Stranger».

The writer is showing us the problems
provoked by the text, trying to solve these
problems by revealing their significances as
well as revealing the harmony between the
meanings and the nature of poetical expe-
cience, without the need to have explanations
out of the text, or imposed on it. All this is
done in an objective form, pointing out the
richness of the text and its artistic truth.

The folklorists as well as the artists have
been greatly interested in the problem of ins-
piration by folklore. The usage of folk heri-

tage in artistic creation is a very old tradi-
tion.

Prof. Dr. Kasim Abdo Kasim in his
study entitled «The River Nile in the Arabic
Legends» tries to get out the picture of the
Nile drom the stories put down in
the books of Arabic historians and geogra-
phers concerned with the traditional folk ima-
gination about the surroundings of the river,
or fantastic stories about the strange creatures
living in its water, or religious stories. Im
his introduction Dr. Kasim speaks about the
role of the Nile in the life of Egypt and Egyp-
tians and the eminent place which Nile has
got in the culture of the Old Egyptians who
have expressed about it in different ways. The
Nile was given the place of a holy thing, a
god among gods in the religion of Ancient
Egypt . afterwards, in the Islamic period it
became «a sanctified river» being one of the
«rivers of Paradise». The phenomenon of
sanctifying the river known in the stories of
Ancient Egypt has undergone some changes
and innovation in the new Islamic Arabic

society according to the ideas of newly coming
culture

This issue contains also an article about
the production of baskets and strow plates in
Nubia, written by Mr. Reda Shehata Abu al
Magd. The writer presents the artistic tech-
niques and forms of this type of handcrafts
and its relations with the manners and customs
as 'weil as the relations with other types of
artistic works characteristic for Nubia.

The article includes also some exemples
of Nubian folk titerature. At the end, Mr.
Reda discusses the factors of the changes in
these traditional handcrafts and the causes of
their disappearance.

Mr. Mohammed al-Said Aid is presenting
the biographical novel of Dr. Ahmed Shams
el-Din-al-Hagagi under the titie «Sirat al-Sheich
Nur al-Din». Mr. Mohammed al-Said Aid is
giving to his study a title «Sirat Sheich Nur




ges, as well as with all the factors of interfe-
rence and acculturation, which ed to the
formation of a characteristic nature or a spe-
cial type of the contemporary Arabic, Egyp-
tian folk culture.

Frof. Safwat Kamal does not forget to
point at the influence of environment, nature
and the depth of history, as well as the geo-
graphical situation on the formation of this
characteristic type of the Egyptian folk cul-
fure. It was this which made from its syn-
thetic structure being the result of the diffe-
rent layers of civilizations, cultures, races, as
well as various beliefs — a harmonious, so-
phisticated construction.  The writer comes
to an important conclusion, namely, that our
fo:klore by the fact of absorbing and assimi-
lating all these factors was directed towards
the reality, very strongly connected with
man’s life and his utility, without any roman-
tic tendencies.

The writer in his encyclopaedic exactness,
his wide experience and fuil treatment of the
subject, passes from the history and living
hertiage concerning our folk proverbs, to point
out the value of the element of work. He
underlines the full relation existing between the

literary expression of folk proverbs and group:

experience drawn from the mere experience
in life as well as between this experience and
cople who possess it.

Folk proverbs result from the mental at-
tempt to abstract from the facts the general
conception to let the content appear through
the definite saying. Abstracting the form and
keeping the content — this is the aim of say-
ing the proverb, and this is what gives the pro-
verbs in every society their vitality and con-
tinuity ; moreover, it helps to pass from one

dialect to another, from cne language to ano-
ther.

Prof. Safwat Kamal presenting many pro-
verbs connected with work, and analysing,
them, expresses his opinion that we ought to

know how much our folk proverbs contain
of valuable moral iessons and enumerable hu-
man experience. All this is of great impor-
tance in displaying the group of values which
the human being has acquired during his every-
day life in the period of aii his history. Beside
it, the need to discover the aesthetic values in
our folk creation to understand the charac-
teristic features and constituents of our folk
culture it is in fact a scientific and national
aim which is connected with the different
types of experience collaborating together.

In this issue the writer Mr. Ahmed Adam
presenis kis translation of another chapter of
tke book «The Folk Taley» by Stith Thomp-
son. In this chapter the author is dealing
with two important subjects : the first one
the enternational scope of folk tale, and the
sccond — the different tybes of folk tale.

* %k %

As we have promised our readers before
to present some of the outstanding scientific
works left by the late pioneer, Prof. Rushdi
Saleh, this issue is honoured by presenting a
part of his work abzut «The Folk Medecine».
Actuaily this study is new, due to the fact
that Prof. Rushdi Salch begins it with a rich
introduction, in which he distinguishes and de-
fines the foik medecine as being a number of
practices inherited by the son after their pa-
rents and grandparents in curing physical and
psychical illnesses as well as it is a number of
inherited practices used for preventing the il-
Iness.  Thus, the writer devides this kind of
medecine into : a curing medecine and a pro-
philacitic medecine. He also specifies some
of the definitions common among the resear-
chers and the public, such as so called «Tib
al-Rika» and he combines it with the supers-
titions' and conjury.

Moreover, Prof. Rushdi Saleh enumera-:
tes the names which are given to the person
who cures such as : a doctor, a physician and




While our Magazine was under print we
reccived the news of the death of Prof. Saad
Eil-Khadim who was one of the outstanding
folklorists, specially in the field of folk art and
handcrafts.

In the name of all the folklorists and in
the name of the Editors Office of the Maga-
zine «Foiklore» we present our condolences
to his family and in the meantime — to ex-
press our appreciations towards him — we
shall present some of his works and researches
in the nearest future. Therefore, we are thank-
ful to our prof. Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunis who
has written in our name about the efforts of
late pioneer Prof. Saad el-Khadim, in gratitude
to him for all what he has done to the Egyp-
tian folklore.

. ®

Prof. Dr. Mahmud Zuhni shares in this
number by his valuable study entitled «Bet-
ween the Folk-Literature and Children Litera-
ture» which points out the most important
sources from which the writers and artists
ought to draw out the subjects of their writings
and artistic creation directed to the children
Prof. Dr. Zuhni classifies the Arabic literary
production into three different kinds : official
literature (classic), literature presented in the
dialect, and folk literature. As the author
specifies and characterizes each of these lite-
rary forms, he draws the conclusion that folk
literature as an aboundant source arrives to
all the people of different social and mental le-
vels, stratas, as well as to individuals. In
other words — as Prof. Dr.Zuhni says —
it is the literature chosen by the people, be-
cause it expresses their common feelings, and
performs for them the role of art in their life.
Therefore, he believes that the main reason of
the contemporary youth’s crisis lies in the
deprivation of the children of our new gene-
rations this spiritual, educational supply. This
is due to the fact that mothers and grandmo-
thers have become too busy to give their

4

children this kind of educaticn in the form of
folk-tales which can be named «thie children
fiterature». Moreover, the writers have either
negiected or slackened in finding the suitable
substitutes from our national heritage — like
the developed countries have done ; instead of
that they asked for help from the West or the
East, translating or transferring or imitating
them. They do not realize that thus doing they
enable a different cuiture to control our feel-
ings and remove our highest values.

Prof. Zuhni believes that by aliving, studying
and being inspired by our heritage, and then
presenting it as a spiritual food to our young
generations, we can return to the Arab his self-
confidence, pride in his Arab nationality and
make him stick to his values ; to enable him
to face the gloomy, full of crises and dangers,
future. This however, according to Prof. Dr.
Zuhni, demands a strong will, truthful in-
tentions and unlimited offorts. The most
important necessities are : the knowledge, the
culture and the research work, as well as to
have deep confidence in our heritage. nationa-
lity and future. The foik heritage and the
folk studies are the hope of our future : as
the efforts done in the researches dealing with
this heritage open the widest fields for the
artists to give our coming generations the best
of all.

In his study about «The Work as a Hu-
manisifc Value in the Egyptian F olk-Proverbs»,
Prof. Safwat Kamal deals with the conception
of a value, its nature and relationship with the
cultural elements in Egyptian folk heritage.
He points out to the fact that many folk ma-
terials have not been yet collected scientifical-
ly. He adds that what have been coilected are
not well defined nor even classified according
to the types or according to the relations bet-
ween - different elements. Thus, we can not
deduct the constituents of our folk culture
without looking at the everyday life of our
society along the diffferent periods of time
with all its economic, social and cultural chan-




THIS ISSUE

Many of the probiems connected with folklore and its definitions, in spite
of the big progress done in this branch of knowledge. concerning collecting,

analyses and studies, still need some revi
such societies as ours, undergoing many ¢

sions and more precision, speciaily in
hanges on different levels.

In this

situation it is needed from time to time that the researchers check their theories
and definitions connected with the branch of knowledge they deal with.

In the study presented by Prof. Dr. Ahmed
Ali Mursi under the title «The Arab Folk-
Literature — the Definition and iis Terms».
the writer tries to share in this subject by say-
ing that each cuiture creates its definitions
and its own artistic forms. It is no longer
possible for us to keep running after others
and thus trying to twist what is ours to suit
what belongs to others. Therefore the writer
believes that collecting the folk material from
its carriers and from its proper environments.
as well as respecting the definitions used by
them, is a main step in order to precise our
scientific definitions in their field.

Prof Dr. Mursi is dealing with the defi-
nition of folk literature and its terms in the
writings of a great number of specialists as
well as the people interested in folk literature
and the amateurs. He uses an analytical me-
thod that aims at knowing the way by which
those researchers were able to combine bet-
ween the specificity of the Arabic culture and
the universality of the human culture, either
positively or negatively. He also presents the
views of those researchers as well as their dis-
cussions and scientific opinions about certain
definitons, trving to discover the characteristic

features of those definitions which, according
to Dr. Mursi, is not an easy task when de-
pending on an individual effort or being rea-
lized in a short period of time. Dr. Mursi’s
aim is not to discuss these definitions, but to
point them out depending on deduction, to
draw out finally a unified definition for this
branch of the science of folklore.

By this doing, he tends to unify the
scientific efforts so as to be able to serve our
national culture by getting out the major ele-
ments in the various definitions presented by

those researchers.

Stating a number of important facts he
suggests two definitions for folk literature,
that would take under consideration the main
characteristics of folk literature, from the
point of view that it expresses the group ins-
titution and is used both in oral and in written
form. Thus, Prof. Dr. Mursi goes on the line
of Prof Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunis in refusing
the linguistic measures to make division bet-
ween what is folk and what is not folk, despite
the fact that most of the researchers have con-
centrated on this measure and agreed upon
its validity.
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