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of this folk instrument. Mr. Intisar Abd
el Fatiah has discussed the work of the
German composer criticizing it that, des-
pite of its precision, it did not reveal all
the possibilities of the instrument which
is always related to movement and de-
pendent on improvisation. The resear-
cher proves this through his personal ex-
perience with the folk musical instru-

ments which be was using in his perior-
mances such as in the experimental thea-
tre which he presented in Poland and in
Egypt. Mr. Intisar Abd el Factan has
recorded by photoes the style and techni-
que of playing on this musicai tolk ins-
{rument.

... Mr. Mohammed Abd el walam loranim
presents his research apout “I'ne vy
tiye and Charm (“ruqia’) in folk velej™.
‘I'nis belief forms an important aspect 1n
Bgyptian folklore. If the “evil eye” is
one of the features that characterize
some people, according to this folk be-
lief, there are in turn people who have
the ability to protect against the evil eye.

The means of protection from the evil
eye have been known from a distant past
as they were used by Izis to return to
life her son Horus after he was stung by

a scorpion. It was also known by the
ancient Arabs. At the end, to enrich the
study, the researcher presents a number
of the texts used during the rituals per-
formed against “the evil eye” aiming at
avoiding its evil.

Next comes the article written by Mr.
Yousri Abdel Ghani under the title
“Sirat — epic — Antara al Absi between
Reality and Folk literature” which pre-
sents the features of this historical and
epical personality that played an impor
tant role in Arabic folk culture and it
acquired its historical and folk existance
at the same time.

G

“The Library of Folklore” Mr. Abdel
Avziz Rifat presents a review for the study
of Dr. Mohsen Jassem el Mousawi about
“IOO0I Nights in the English literary cri-

ticism in the years 1704-1910”. This ar-
ticle presents the researches done about
“1001 Night”or ‘“‘Arabian Nights” in the
critical and narrative studies for more
than 2 centuries.

Next, the “Folklore Magazine Tour”
includes, apart trom the exaibitions and
sessions that were held in Kgypt, a co-
vering of some Of folk celebrations.

Thus, Mr Samir Gaber presents a de-
tailed description of the celebrations of
vgl-mawlid al-nabawi” (The Birth Anni-
versary of Prophet Mohammed) and the
festivities that accompany it in the town
Mallawi in Minya Governorate. The wri-
ter has been observing this celebration
for 3 years from 1985-1988. Following
it is the report of Mme Sawsan Amer,
the Egyptian artist, on her exploratory
excursion to Siwa Oasis. She describes
the weddings in Siwa and some other
festivities connected with everyday life.
Through this report she also adds some
important information about folk dres-
ses and ornaments. Next, Mr. Ibrahim
Hilmi provides a description of the ex-
hibition of the artist el-Hag Ramadan
Soueylam. He also presents a report
about his exhibition which was held in
Goethe Institute in Cairo.

A review of the exhibition of the pho-
tographs of old Nubia organized by the
photographer Fathi Hussein was report-
ed on by Mr. Gawdat Abd ¢l Hamid Y ous-
sef.

This exhibition was opened on 10 No-
vember 1987 in the Hall of the artist
Mohammed Nagi in the Palace of Culture
of anfushi in Alexandria. The report
mentions also some studies that were
made about old and new Nubia.



Prof. Hawwas begins this chapcer witn
a scientific introduction explaining the
subject of the study. Botn authors have
enriched the study with commentaries
of great value that claryfy what is im-
portant for the Arabic reader.

In addition to these previously men-
tioned articles the lagazine continues
publishing some of the unpublished stu-
dies written by the late Prof. Ahmed
Rusadi Saleh about the Egyptian folklore.

Tais issue includes his research “On
cosmetics, ornaments and folk dresses”.
It presents tne principles of folk beauty
and its characteristics according to iolk.
lore. Prof. Rushdi Saleh also indicates
the names of tools and materials used
for ornamentation as well as names and
implications of some parts of folk dres-
ses either what is used by women or by
men.

In the same time, Prof. Rushdi Salen
pays attention to the influence of diffe-
rent historical periods and the various
geographical environments as well as the
realities of the social life on tne rorm
of the customs and manners that can-
duct the different ways of behaviour in
everyday life.

In addition to this he presents exam-
ples of folk songs which explains the
conception of beauty and charm in folk
imagination.

After this pioneer study we have ano-
ther valuable article by Prof. Mahmud
el Nabawi el-Shal, the former underse-
cretary of State for the Ministry of Edu-
cation, who analyzes “The Chief motives
in the structure of folk arts” which form
its esthetical values and characterize its

patterns. Prof. Mahmud el-Shal aims

also at acquainting us with the nature
of these arts what increases our unders-
tanding and interest in them.

Next, there 1s the study of Proj.
Dr. Ismail Taha Nigm, the Dean of the
Faculty of Fine Arts in Alexandria about
“The folk theme in the Biennale of alex-
andria”’. 1t reveals the interest of the
ari:sc in the elements of his folk heri-
tage and 1n discovering its esthetical
values and using tnem in modern works
oi art wiich have characteristic featu-
res oi universal and contemporary art.

trof. Dr. ismail Taha Nigm with nis
poeulcal scyle and artistic intultion deais
with tne works or some of the aruscs
who exhibited tiheir works in the Buen-
nawe of Alerandra, October 1987 - Jan-
wary 1988. ‘I'ne article includes an ana-
lysis o the tolk themes which were used
vy a number or artists who have taken
part in this Sieanale or the works which
are inspired by the folk subjects.
Dr. ismail by his artistic, keen vision as-
sures that these authentic roots are feed-
mmg the modern art.

Tne Magazine presents then the ana-
lytical study about the embroidered de-
coracive wmts on the folk dresses in
Jjordan. This is written by Prof. Khaled
el-Hamza of al-Jarmuk University in
Jordan. It includes drawings and photo-
graphs of the shapes of these dresses
aiid Their decorative units of high esthe-
tical quality. Next, there is an article
of Mr. Intisar Abd el Fattah about “The
Darabukka” as a folk drum musical ins-
trument of great possibitilies. Therefore,
he mentiones the kinds of this instru-
ment, the ways of its production, the
kinds of leather used in it, and the tech-
nique of playing as well as its role in the
folk and traditional music.

He also presents the experiment of the
German composed, Fink who was fond
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them by the grown-ups, or because folk
tales are an essential need for them.

Mr. Abd el Tawab Youssef presents
the various opinions concerning this pro-
blem. He discusses also the point of
view of different specialists who are in-
terested in this important field of trans-
fering knowledge to children. He final-
ly leaves the subject opened for dis-
cussion by other specialists concerned
with the problems of childhood and folk
tales.

The Magazine presents this problem
for discussion and is ready to publish
any study about this important subject
of folk literature and children’s culture.

With the art of singing in Upper
Egypt and different ways of perform-
ing it during Upper-Egyptian nights,
Mr. Tawfig Hanna, the well-known man
of letters, presents a collection of folk
songs gathered by him when he was work-
ing as a headmaster in some schools in the
Governorates of Suhag and Qena. He
gives to his collection a title “The Beau-
tiful Upper-Egyptian Nights”. As a
matter of fact Mr. Tawfik Hanna is con-
sidered a unique type for the lovers of
folklore generally, and folk literature
particularly. In the early period of his
life he was interested in collectiong folk-
tales, songs, ‘‘mawwals”, proverbs etc.
as well as other subjects belonging to
Egyptian folklore.

The problem of being inspired by
folklore is widely discussed by folklo-
rists and artists as well. The phenome-
non of being inspired by folklore and
using it in artistic creation is as old as
art itself. This provides a great impor-
tance to Prof. Dr. Ahmed Etman’s study
on mythical and epical sources from
which the Greek tragic poets drew out
the subjects of their plays. This study
not only underlines the conception of
folklore and its relation to art, but also

e

emphasises some facts and information
that an intelligent reader may deduct by
himself after reading attentively the
three lists that form the basis of this
study.

In the first list Dr. Ahmed Etman
presents the mythical or the epical sour-
ces accompanied by the plays that Ei-
schylos drew from this source. In the
second list the same thing is done with
Sophocles, the third and last in devoted
to Euripides. Dr. Etman begins each list
with a brief introduction including some
information, opinions and comparisons
between the three great play-wrights.

In the study of Mr. Adel Nada en-
titled “The Conception of Patience in
Egyptian Folklore” the writer puts the
cultural and social factors which define
the conception of patience. He also tries
to analyze the sources of this conception
in ancient Egyptian culture, connected
with the conception of eternity. He con-
siders that the value “patience” is an
active value which helps to overcome the
problems and difficulties of life, as it
helps also for social stability. The wri-
ter supports his opinion by giving many
examples from folk literature such as :
proverbs, folk tales or “mawals” (“‘maw-
wal” considered to be one of the main
types of Egyptian poems). The writer
does not neglect even the names which
are given to the new-born children, con-
nected with the term ‘“sabr” (patience).
He supports his study by field work
material which helps him also to explain
the role of this value in the society. ...

After this article comes the transla-
tion of the second part of the book
“Morphologie du Conte” by Viadimir
Propp, prepared by Prof. Abd el Hamid
Hawwa in collaboration with Miss Su-
heir Fahmi. This part deals with “Me-
thod and Material”.



THIS ISSUE

This issue includes various studies about the folk heritage and the Egyplian
and Arabic folklore together with field rescaorches on different kinds of Egyptian

folk creation. Moreover, there are articles on using subjects of folk creation

in contemporary artistic works.

This issue starts with a valuable study of Prof. Farouk Khourshid about

«Iram That al-mad» ---- the city which has been mentioned along different

periods of time and has acquired its special position in Arabic and Islamic

heritage.

Prof. Farouk Khourshid presents the
situation of this city with its historical
and religious origins in the Arabic folk
tradition. This city was considered in
the Arabic imagination as a mixture of
dream and fact. The city was establish-
ed by Shaddad Ibn A’ad in a special type
“and no other city was created like it in
the world”. This old stories were descri-
bing this unique city as a model and ideal
city which was mentioned in the Holy
Qoran and was described by a number of
Arab, Muslim and other historians,
among whom there are some believing of
i.ts existence and some other not.

Prof. Farouk Khourshid with his usual
precision and encyclopaedia knowledge
analized different scientific and histori-
cal conceptions of this utopian city

“Iram That al I'mad”. He searches in
the books of old history for the informa-
tion concerning this subject. Thus, his
study provides a scientific addition to
what the folklore contains of thoughts
which are transfered in time about this
“model and ideal city which has no si-
milar in the world”.

Beside this important study by Prof.

Farouk Khourshid we have another deep
study about “Children and Folk Litera-

ture” by Mr. Abd el Tawab Youssef, who
is one of few specialists in the domain of
children’ culture. He raises, with his ex-

perienced vision, an important problem
concerning the advantages of folk tales

for children — whether children accept
these tales because they are imposed on

3



A Quarterly Magazine, Issued by :
General Egyptian Book Organization
January, February, March, 1988.




Chairman :

Dr. Samir Sarhan

Editorial Consultant :
Dr. Abdel-Hamid Yunis

Art Director :

Abdel-Salam El-Sherif

VAAA [ATAY gl G5

Editor-in-Chief :

Dr. Ahmed Ali Morsi

Managing Editor :
Safwat Kamal

Editorial Board :
Dr. Hassan El-Shamy
Dr. Samha El-Khouli
Abdel-Hamid Hawass
Farouk Khourshid
Dr. Magda Saleh
Dr. Mohammed El-Gohari
Dr. Mohammed Mahbgoub
Dr. Mahmoud Zohmni
Dr. Nabila Ibrahim






