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The subject of arts is continued by

Dr. Ismail Hafiz, who writes about
the Festival of Nubian Folk Art held in
Suez. The Festival included an Exhibi-
tion of Nubian folk arts and handcrafts
and was accompanied by folk songs and
dances.

Next, Prof. Abdel Hamid Hawwas
presents a review on the Conference held
on April 1988 in al-Ganadriya, 40 km far
from al-Riyad the capital of Saudi Ara-
bia on “The Relationship between Folk
Heritage and Story Writing”. Prof. Haw-
was presents in his review the results of
this scientific meeting.

From Tunis, Mr. Al-Arabi Zawabi
writes aboul The 14th Festival of Folk-
lore organized on August 1987 in Cartage
with a Conference about “The Continuity
in Folklore as a means to protect the
Culutral Identity” which was accompan-
ing it.

Finally, Mr. Ibrahim Hilmy writes about
the Exhibition of the works of the Ar-
menian painter Abraham Kourkenian,
held in Cairo on 10 till 18 March 1988.
Mr. Hilmy presents some of the works of
the painter which were done during his
stay in Egypt in the years 1975-1986.

The Editor



which Dr. Hani Gaber discusses in Wis
study about “The Conception of moder-
wism and continuation in authentic art”.
The writer raises this important problem
in Egyptian modern art, pointing to the
characteritic features which show the
continuity in this Egyptian traditional
artistic craft. The subject in shown
through the presentation of the exhibits
in the exhibition entitled “Modern Egyp-
tian Ceramic”, which was organized on
February - March 1988,

Next, Mr. Samir Gaber continues his
study about the Hgyptian folk dances.
In this issue he writes about “The Main
Element in Folk Dance”, explaining the
moties in the structure of some Egyp-
tian dances. His study is documented

Dy several notations ior some Bedouin
dgarnces. kie also gives some detailed cna-
racteristic units ot the dances, by which
they can be difierentiated from others.
In the same time these units form the
most stabile elements, difficult to under-
go any changes.

After that, comes the study of
Mr. Ibraivim Hilmy about “Al-Khidr” the
sacred, wmimortal personality mentioned
w the Holy Qoran. Mr. Ibrahim Hilmy
writes about the personality of “Al-
Khidr”, his influence on folk beliefs and
customs, his piace in the books and writ-
ings of old historians. The writer dis-
cusses through the personality of “Al-
Khidr” the idea of immortality and pre-
sents what is written about his spiritual
power.

In the part of the Magazine entitled
“Folklore Library” Prof. Adly Ibrahim
presents a critical review of the book
“Thne Suffering of a Heir (“Mwanat
warith” ) written by Ahmed Mohammed
Abdel Rahim, the research worker in the

Centre of Folklore in Cairo. Prof.
Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunis wrote an Intro-
duction to the book stressing the impor-
tance of this work. prof. Adly Ibrahim
has offered the review of this book in
which Mr. Abdel Rahim, after collecting
some folk-tales presented them from his
own point of view and style giving to the

reader a new approach in the presenta-
tion of folk-tales.

Next, Mr. Alo’ ed-Din Wahid gives a
eritical review of the book “The Wander
World of Folk Literature” (A’lam al-
Adab al-Sha’bi al-A’gib”) by Prof. Farouk
Khourshid.
presents the different subjects of folk
literature which are so characteristic for

The writer in his article

the wide scope of studies done by
Prof. Khourshid.

After the studies and articles pre-
sented in this issue comes ‘“The Folklore
Magazine Tour”,

Mr. Qutb Abdel Aziz Basiuni pre-
sents o doctoral dissertation of Dr. Salah
al-Rawi about “The Animal in the
Bedowin poem in Egqypt.”

From Madrid Mr. Tala’t Shahin
writes about the First Exhibition of
Egyptian Folk Arts in Spain held in
Madrid from 17 December 1987 till 14
February 1988. The Exhibition was ac-
companied by Group of Folklore, where
folk musicians with their authentic folk
instruments were presenting different
types of Egyptian folk music.

The “Tour” includes also a presen-
tation by Mrs Mona Nigm of the folk
theme in the works of some artists who
shared in the Exhibition of* Egyption
Modern Arts held on Janary 1988,



THIS ISSUE

This issue includes studies about folk theatre and folk arts as well

as other subjects on folkk creation in the contemporary artistic works.

It starts with a valuable study by the late Professor Ahmed Rushdi
Saleh obout popular theatre and folk drama. This is one of his unpub-
lished studies presented in his lectures for the post graduate students

in the University of Alexandria, Faculty of Arts. In this study, pro-
fessor* Rushdi Saleh differentiates between what is called “popular
theatre” and whoat is called “folk play™.

The difference between both of them
is for Professor Rushdi Saleh the same
as the difference between ‘“popular song”
and “folk song”. In “poplar theatre” a
play can be presented according to all the
rules of writing a play, while “folk drama’
does not follow these rules. '

Professor Rushdi Saleh in his study
deals mostly with a folk play, and espe-
cially “shadow theatre”, as this art was
popular in many countries of the ancient
world, so it drew up more attention of
the Kastern and Western scholars.
Moreover, it is more complicated than
the spontanious acting and it expresses
more the folk heritage in the area where
it is performed.

Prof. Rushdi Saleh discusses in his
study the different terms used for it in

several countries and he observes that
all these terms are different names given.
for one art. It is the art of “puppet
theatre’.

Beside this important study of prof.
Rushdi Saleh, there is a study by
Mr. Kamal ed-din Hussnein about *“The
conceptions of Folk Culture and way of
using them in o« Contemporary Litera-
ture”, pu Ea

Mr. Kamal ed-Din Hussein discusses
these conceptions as used in the plays of
the late poet Naguib Surour.

Then comes the study about “The -
Water-carriers”, the profession which '
nearly ceased to exist now-d-days.
Dr. Shawqi Abdel Qawi Osman writes
about this social group of “water-car-
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