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study written by Dr. Maha Mahmoud el-
Shal. The writer analyzes the main fea-
tures of these dolls through ages.

In ancient Egypt they were charac-
terized by their simplicity, delicacy and
some mythological elements. In Coptie
period the form of the dolis were in-
tluenced by the Roman civilization. In
this period also a kind of religious spirit
appears in the expression of these dolls.

The study presents also the value of
potiery amd ceramic in Islamic culture.

It explains how «he Muslim artist
was keen to form the dolls to be suitable
for the children’s needs and attitudes.
Dr. Maha-el-Shal gives whe suggestion
now to use such dolls in education.

In the part of the Magazine called
“I'ne Library of Folklore” Mr. Murad
Abdel Rahman Mabruk presents the book
entitied “The inspiration from the source:
ine inyluence of folklore on the artistic
siructure of the Palestinian novel” by
Abdel Ruhman Bessisou.

During the last year, the trend of
studying the influence of folklore on ar-
wistic creation is observed in scientific
studies or literary works of many authors.
Here we are presented with a review of
the book which shows the present Arabic
situation with all its complications
through the Palestinian novel, making
full use of Palestinian folklore in all its
artistic forms.

In the pant of the Magazine entitled
“Folklore Magazine Tour” Dr. Hany
Gaber writes about the painter Wofiqg al
Munthir in an article entitled “The
Egyptian woman in the eyes of Wafig
al-Munthir and the chief element in his
artistic imagination.

“The Folklore Magazine Tour” inclu-
des also the description of the festivities
which organized on the occasion of the
Palestinian “Lan’s Day”.

Mr. Ibrahim Hilmy writes about
festivities describing the performances of
the Palestinian National Folk Troups
which shared in expressing the feelings
of the Polestinion people in their struggle
to liberate their occupied country.

On the occasion of the coming of the
Honth of Ramadan, Mr. Safwat Abdel
Holim Al writes about “el-fawanis”, the
coioured lanterns manufactured specially
for this cecasion. With their different
many-coloured shapes and forms they
give xhe nights of Ramadan in Egypt the
delightiul atmosphere. When carrying
the lanterns, the children and the grown-
ups are singing special folk songs.

Feople wio fast from sunrise till
sunset enjoy the night by praying and
having social meetings inside and outside
nome. In Cairo there were special cere-
mones when lanterns were used to en-
lignten tne streens and different places
oI the city since many centuries.

AT wte end or “"rhe Folkiore Maga~
Zime Lour’ Mr. Ade, OGO Writes avoul
twe  M.a. nssertovion of Mr. Wahib
Lavib avout “The Dramatic etements in
svick piaywmg” neld in the High Institute
of Folkiore in the Academy of Arts.

“Stick playing” is one of the folk
games and aances related to the ancient
nistory ot Mgypt. The researcher gath-
ered the material from field work, he
analyzed the dramatic elements evident
in the “stick playing” performance and
at the end he asked to make registration
of play-and-dance with the stick with its
accompanying folk music, thus adding to
the folklore archives interesting secien-
tific materials.



fittness presentations like acrobatic and
circus performances”, its first part being
published in the Nr. 24 of this Magazine.

In this study Prof. Rushdi Saleh has
dealt with the games in the circus. These
games depend on long practice and spe-
cial training, and are accompanied by
other kinds of artistic activities as sing-
ing, dancing and justing. Prof. Rushdi
Saleh has described these games, their
history and the ways of performing them.

He has also explained the art of jest-
ing and has written about folk anecdotes
which are to be found in folk literature
beside caricature and mockery. The wri-
ter has mentioned also the descriptions
of these games found in Arabic historical
books, as well as what was mentioned in
the old Arabic collections of poems.
Prof. Rushdi Saleh has given many exam-
ples of the works of writers as well as
jesters and satirists.

The relationsiip beiween foll heri-
tage and opera is discussed by Prof. Saf-
wat Kamal on the occasion of the presen-
tations of world folk heritage, held on the
stage of the National Culiural Centre —
Cairo Opera House. The season of the
Cairo Opera House was opened by th
performance of the Japanese traditional
theatre “Kabuki” considered one of the
ouistanding theatrical shows in the world
drama heritage.

Prof. Safwat Kamel analyzes also the
performance of “The Indian Folkloric
Troupe”. This troupe is led by the well-
known dancer Mrs. Smitha Shastri and
presents both classical and folk dances of
India marvellously expressive in hand
gestures as well as the movements of
eyes and all the body. Dancing was ac-
companied by a group of players on per-
cussion instruments, “Mahila Talavadya
Ensemble.” The dances exprssed dif-
ferent motives from Indian mythology

6

The writer draws our attention also
to other international troups whose per-
fermances included the different mytho-
logical subjects as the German Ballet
troup called “Tanzthealre Norbert Ser-
vos” presenting a show adapted from
the Greek myth “Sysyphos”, and Cairo
Ballei Troup which presented dances bas-
ed on the Sumerian myth (‘Gilgamesch”.

The writer acguaints us also with the
Indonesian Classical Ballet show : “The
Creat Ramayana Classical Ballet”,

The “Ramayana” epic is considered
one of the most dramatic Indian epics.
In consisis of 25000 written in old-Sans-
krit. It describes the war between Rama
and the giant-king Rawana, who had
stolen Rama’s wife, Sinta. The “Rama-
yana' story accentuates such noble hu-
man values as faithfulness, sincerity,
love, compassion, bravery, obedience, pa-
trotism and heroism.

Prof. Safwat Kamal includes in his
article @ Listorical oulline of how the art
of opera was inspired by myths and folk
tales since its beginning in the end of EP
century in Italy.

The Egyptian folk architecture in
Cairo is the subject of article written by
M. Mahmoud Mustafa Eid under the title
Mr. Malvmoud Mustafa Eid under the title
“The artistic counstruction in the old
house in the district of Cairo called.
“Aboul-Ela”. AUl the decorative umits
and wood turning in this old house were
analyzed with details, and its historical
origins were traced. The writer conclu-
des his article demanding care about
such old, invaluable houses before they
are destroyed.

The ceramic and pottery children’s
dolls and iheir influence on our contems-
porary folk amts is the subject of the



caral and the un cubtural cne — consider-
ing such division basically wrong.

Dr. Sha'alan at the end of this de-
tailed presentation of the bock of prof.
Dr. Abdel Haraid Yunis, makes us pay
atterniicn that even though the book
was published quarter century ago, it
still is considered tc be one of the basic
studies on the Egyprian perscnality. Its
author approaches the Egyptian society
through its authentic creations and cul-
tural — historical structures.

Among many interests of Prof. Abdel
Hamid Yunis there were important stu-
dies on myth, Mr Ibrahim Hilmy writes
aoout the scientific efforts done by Prof.
Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunis to combine the
studics” of Egyptian folklore with the
studics of mythology. Mr. Hilmy ex-
plains the method which Prof. Dr. Yunis
had worked out in studying mythology.

A comparative study is presented by
Prof. Abdel Tawab Y ousscf about the tale
culled “The Fisherman and the Ghost”
from the famous collection of 1001
Nights”, and the tale cailed “4 Ghost
nside the Botltle” belonging to Grimm's
collections of folk tales.

The two stories are put among the
most beautiful tales which enchanted the
children in the Kast and the West. The
popularity of these tales urged many wri-
ters to rewrite them, while others were
inspired by them in modern or in contem-
porary artistic works.

Proj. Abdel Tawab Youssef in his
study points to the fact that we ought
to treat such folk tales for childven or
grown-ups with a special care. They were
alive long centuries because of the wis-
dom which they earry — ihe wisdom dis-
covered by us after a deep, precise study.

These two tales present, for instance,
the siruggie between the Giant and the
common man. This subect is present in
almost all folk tales ; it is connected with
the notion of fear of the child facing the
grown-up.

The children have no way to escape
from the tyranny of the “giants” only
by making tricks and deceiving them.
Prof. Abdel Tawab Youssef at the end of

his study present a detailed summary of
both tales.

Next, Prof. Adly Mohammed Irahim
writes about “Rhyming stanzas in Egyp-
tian Folf Tales”. He presents the artistic
language which is used for narration in
folk tale and gives examples of ‘the folk
tales in these rhyming stanzas are used.
Tue wriler is asking if the folk tales in
the past contained tolk songs and if they
weie mixed with prose ? He is posing
another question : if the narrator of folk
tale was like the singer of “sirat’’ narrat-
ing and singing in the same time ? By
putting eigiit examples of Egyptian folk
ales, the writer tries to answer these im-
portant questicns concerning studies in
“The Follk song” is discussing the pro-
foik literature generally and folk litera-
ture generally and folk tales especially.

DT, veabid Mwner in s arvicle abous
Ta € JGLK SURg T 18 diScussing the pro-
vtem 6 anaiyzing the folk song as a poe-
twcal group ewpression applying the same
MeLA0GS wiich Lhe critics and the resear-
chers use in analyzing the poetical texts
jor individual auihors. Thus, he apnalyzes
in his article, different examples of Egyp-
tian folk songs, performed on different
cccasions showing that one of the func-
tions of folk song is to reveal the charac-
reristic features of the society.

The Magazine continues publishing
the study of the late Prof. Ahmed Rushdi
Saleh about “Folk gwmes and physical

)



continuation and authenticity in this ar-
tistic expression and stresses ©he rela-
tionship between it and folk arts. The
study ends by discussing the role of folk
art elements in the artistic values pre-
sented by modern artist.

Dr. Kamal ed-Din Hussein in his study
entitled “Folk spirit in the Tales of our
Lane “by Naguib Mahfouz” writes about
“The Tales of our Lane” ( Hikayat Haret-
na) written by Naguib Mahfouz. The
hriter shows how Nacuib Mahfouz pres-
sents “the lane” of Cairo in many of his
novels and makes it a kind of frame for
the history of Bgyptian society from the
beginning of this century #ill the Egyp-
tian Revolution on July 1952.

Naguib Mahfouz describes and ana-
lyzes the social, economic and cultural
structure of society and the factors of
sociall changes which influenced these
structures. In his novel “The Tales of
which happened during the Revolution
our Lane” the writer presents the events
of 1919 till the death of Saad Zaghloul
on 1927.

Dr. Kamal ed-Din Hussein presents
detailed analyses of this novel, showing
the conception of each tale and its plot.
He speaks also about the specific, cohe-
rent style of this great writer of interna-
tional fame, a style simple in diction and
rich in significance, used in describing
the historical events of his country.

Dr. Kamal ed-Din Hussein reveals
also how Nabuib Mahfouz is influenced
by the traditional folk form of anecdote
in some of his short tales. The writer
than gives the summary for each tale
drawing our attention to it ssocial and
historical elements, and to the manner
historical elements, and to the manners
and customs which rule the Cairo lane,
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being the miniature of the Egyptian so-
ciety.

The study of Dr. Ibrahim Sha’alan
entitled “Our Society ... by Dr. Abdel
Hamid Yunis. A Critical Study gives an
analysis of the book of the late Prof.
Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunis under the title
“Our Society : a search in the Egyptian
Personality” published in the yvear 1965.
The subiect of the book turns around two
main areas. Tirst, it is the social aspect,
the secend — the literary one.

This social aspect deals with the na-
ture of the society, the customs and tra-
ditions which oreanize the system of re-
Tationshin inside the society, and what
kind of cultural, economic and political
changes they are facing.

The book ernloins also the role of
the Famtian veasont in keening the tra-
ditional social structure, and the role of
Famntian village, in qeneral. in nreserp-
ina the main features of the Fayntian
nersonalify.

Prof. Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunls — as
Dr. fha’alan writes — hag oiven different
evamnles of euistoms and #raditions which
are nracticizad on family oceasions or
Anrine ruhlie fectivities like “monlids” or
~ther garisl getivities.

In the second part of the book deal-
ing with the cultural and literary aspects
of life of the society — Dr. Abdel Hamid
Yunis had written abcut the forms of
folk literature used by the people to ex-
press ttheir thoughts and feelings.

For Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunis folk cul-
ture is the basis for any study of society
while the culture is not only the written
heritage but it contains also all the ima-
ges, ewpressions, relations and social ex-
periences. He rejected the idea of divid-
ing the society into two groups : the cul-



THIS ISSUE

The first article in this issue deals with “Folklore as a chief means
to discover the universal truths and esthetical values”, by Professor
Makmoud ci-Nabawi el-Shal. In this article the writer explains the rela-
tionship between the folk artist and the universe. He discusses also the
process of creation of the folk artist through his works which contain
dif ferent symbols, images and facts expressing his feelings and thoughts
and taken from reality without imitating it.

Foll art expresses mostly the vital problems and wrgent needs

of the society in an easy, simple way.

Prof. Mahmoud el Shal says that
artistic truth is the aim of the artist.
In the domain of this artistic truth we
ought to accept only what is true and
right and refuse what is false and wrong.

Next comes the study of Dr. Salma
Abdel Aziz about “The esthetics of the
art of “drowing® designs” and its folk
roots”. The study shows how this kind
of drawing was the first creative move-
mewt in constructing general ideas or
conceptions art. The first characteristic
feature of drawing designs is to interpret
the humanistic experience in life by ex-
pressing it in using artistic units under-
stood by the society.

“Drawing designs” is one of the arts
through which the identity of the society

Is assured. The study deals with the cha-
racteristics of this art and its elements,
as well as the characteristics of folk ants
and their influence on forming the final
picture of these elements and their con-
nection with the elements of the environ-
ment which it expresses.

Dr. Salma Abdel Aziz presents ‘the
different examples of the works of many
Egyptian artists, showing how the esthe-
tical vision of objects in noture pushes
the ortist to use a special experimentol
method to create at last his own style
and way of creation.

The study presents also the main
elements of the art of drawing designs
and its development in Egypt through
epochs. In sheds light on the process of
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