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2 — Traditions between Baghdad
and Karkouk.

Extracted from an article published
by Alturath Elsha’bi Magazine Baghdad
for Shakir Sabir el Dabit.

In this article the writer discusses
some of the local customs and tradi-
tions observed during marriage and
birth ceremonies, both in Baghdad and
Karkouk. He stresses the fact that there
is a striking resemblance between these
customs and traditions in both places.
He also speaks of certain beliefs and

superstitions common in Baghdad and
Karkouk.

3 — In Defence of the Belly Danc-
ing.

Extracted from an article carried
for James. H. Goltz by Coronet Maga-
zine of New-York.

The writer maintains that the belly
dance is in no way more sensual than
the Hawaiian hula. The female dancer
who makes the performance puts on
more clothes than are usually worn by
the ordinary lady on the beach. It is
the imagination and the psychology of
belly dance that has such a hypnotic ef-
fect on men.

The writer points out that this
dance has developed fully in the Orient
and the dancer no longer exposes much
of the nude part of her body. It is a
hard dance to perform and requires a
lot of formal training.

FOLK LIBRARY PRESENTED
by
Ahmed Morsi

1 — Proverbs in the heart of the Arab-
ian Peninsula.

Survey of « Proverbs in the heart of
the Arabian Peninsula » by Abdel Karim
Al Guhaiman. The book comprises some
2500 proverbs fully explained and ana-
lysed by the author. It allows opportu-
nity for scholars to undertake a com-

16

parative study of Arabic proverbs in the
heart of the Arabian Peninsula and other
parts of the Arab world.

2 — « Muthayyal » colloquial verse, by
Hag Hashim Mohammed Al-Ragab.

Discussion of this book published
by the Iraqi Ministry of Culture and
National Guidance. The author surveys
one aspect of folk poetry in Iraq known
as the « Muthayyal» verse. He introd-
uces to the reader some of the salient
characteristics of this poetry with ex-
amples there of.

3 — «Classica: Iraqi Folk Poetry» by
Jameel Al Gabouri.

Summary of a book of this title is-
sued by the Ministry of Culture and Na-
tional Guidance in Irag. The purpose
of the book is to acquaint the reader
with specimens of poetical masterpieces
emanating from the Arab people in Iraq.
The author cites examples to illustrate
the similarity of the image, both in the
classical literature and folk literature.

THE WORLD OF FOLK ARTS

Professors of the Faculty of Fine
Arts’ Exhibition :

In this article the writer deals
with the works presented by professors
of the Faculty of Fine Arts, in their
exhibition, held in the Fine Arts Gal-
lery at the Chamber of Commerce. It
includes different schools of art rang-
ing from classicism to modern art.

The writer lays stress on the folk
trends which manifested themselves in
this exhibition, especially those of Ab-
del Hadi el Gazzar and Hamid Nada.
'Iffat Nagi’s Exhibition :

The writer deals with some of
'Iffat Nagi’s works, in which she por-
trayed folk themes from Nubia, the
High Dam and the desert land recla-
mation. He says that her paintings are
characterized with bright phosphorous
colours.



prises a collection of palm-trees which
grow wild in the vast cxpanse of ter-
ritory between Bulac and Paris each
with double stems off shooting and
crowned with clusters of its fruit. The
second natural masterpiecz shows a
spectacle of desert dunes and sand
ridges heaped up by the action of the
wind and reaching the height of about
fifty metres, taking the shaps of the
crescent. These dunes keep moving
slowly from north to south travelling
Jjust nine metres each year. Like the
octopus, they are the source of great
danger to life in the wilderness and
devastate whole cultivations and vil-
lages, destroy fruit and date trees, fill
up water wells and fountains and obli-
terate all traces of high roads.

The writer discusses local dress
and make up in the Kharga Oasis and
says that there are two women dresses,
one for ordinary domestic purposes for
work at home or in the field and the
second is set aside only for ceremonial
occasions and is specially cut and or-
namented. The woman completes her
make-up by the use of a number of
jewels of varying description. The
writer describes these jewels in minute
details. The women are highly skilled
in the use of the eye-liner and take
great interest in their hair-dressing.
They wear silver ornaments on the hair
and cover the head with a black veil
tied at the end under the chin. The
women of the New Valley are unveiled
though they put on a black piece of
cloth round the head.

The writer describes the villages
and other conspicuous feature of the
Dakhla Oasis. He says that the tombs
at Teneda village have a peculiar shape
and each tomb has a superstructure
containing a small statuette, usually
put up by the women folk to the ex-
clusion of the men,

The writer says that most of the
villages of the Oasis are built on hill
tops to be secure from any probable
foreign attack.

In the Dakhla Oasis, the writer
says, dress and make up are also of
two kinds and dwells at length on
women ornaments and jewels.

He speaks of the local handicraft
in the Rashda village in particular
where baskets and plates play an im-
portant part in that local industry.
Moth village, he says, has since time
immemorial been noted for the making
of palm hats which are worn by both
sexes during working hours on the
fields and public parks.

The writer describes Al Kasr village
with all its houses and local industry.

He mentions the fact that there is
a warm water well at Bir Gabal vil-
lage, some scven kilometres from Al
Kasr where many people go to for me-
dical cure. Like the rest of the coun-
try, the oases are having the closest
attention of the Revolution and are
now practically reborn to do their full
contribution toward the fulfillment of
a bright future for the Arab nation.

FOLK ART TOUR OF LITERARY
MAGAZINES

Presented by
Ahmed Adam

| — The romance of folk literature
and its pioneer researchers.

Extract from an article published
in Al Risala Magazine of Cairo, for M.
Fahmy Abdel Latif.

In his article the writer ascertains
the strenuous efforts made by some of
the pioneer researchers in the field of
folk literature. He emphasizes that the
orientalists, specially the French and the
Germans, preceded us in their interests
in our folk legacy. They published, as
early as the nineteenth century, vol-
umes on the study of the Arabian
Nights, the Hilaly folk epics, the com-
mon customs and traditions, and folk
songs and tales. He makes a special
mention of these foreign pioneers like
Edward Lane and Clot Bey, and along
with a number of Egyptians, notably
madam Niya Salima and Sheikh Ayad
Tantawi.
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After describing at length the to-
pography of Egypt's Western Desert,
the writer speaks of the way the de-
pressions have been formed, and gives
an idea of the bore water resources,
deposited down below the surfacz of
the earth.

He goes on to describe the topo-
graphy of both the Kharga depression
and the Dakhla depression, and the
roads connecting them with the Nile
Valley. He believes that the Kharga
contains better fertile land than the
Dakhla depression and that water is
the main source of wealth in the oasss.
He further thinks that the more water
the individual owns the more influen-
tial and significant he is.

The writer touches ¢n the fully de-
veloped centres in the New Valley, say-
ing that the Dakhla Oasis, which cons-
titutes an integral part of the Valley,
is wealthier and more thickly populat-
ed than the Kharga Oasis. It is a po-
pulation of twenty five thousand and
a dozen villages, chief among which,
is the Kasr.

The writer speaks about the oases
inhabitants whom he describes as a
mixture of races acclimatized by soli-
tude of the oasis conditions which
give them common custom and cha-
racter.

Dr. El Sayad speaks briefly of wo-
men dress and jewellery and says that
at Paris village, the local custom is
that the bride-groom spends a number
of years in his parents-in-law home,
doing service to them, till he begets
his first child. H2 is then free to take
away his small family wherever he
pleases.

He emphasizes the fact that the
Oases have been receiving the atten-
tion of th2 State since the inception of
the 23rd July 1952 Revolution. Many
thousands of acres of desert land have
since been reclaimed and equipped with
modern industries and provided with
social services.
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FOLK ART IN THE NEW VALLEY

by
Dr. Osman Khairat

The writer begins with an intro-
duction to the history of the Kharga
Oasis and the Dakhla Oasis in the New
Valley and speaks of the archaeological
features in the Kharga Oasis like the
temple of Hibs and the city of « The
Dz2ad » which the earlier Egyptian
Copts put up when they were exposed
to atrocities by the Romans. This city
is characterized by its special archi-
tectural style and the numerous domes
on the roofs of all its buildings. He
also speaks about other temples like
the « Ghawita Castle » and says that
it is customary in the desert to name
every village after the castle (Kasr),
whenever it lies adjacent to any of the
historical sites.

He then speaks about the handi-
crafts in the Kharga Oasis, saying that
the local population is skilled in the
manufacture of palm mats, fans deco-
rated and embroidered with bright co-
loured cotton as well as baskets, both
large and small, embroidered with
woolen threads, and a number of other
domestic articles including palm boxes
which take weeks to make and deco-
rate for presentation by young girls to
their future grooms on wadding day.

In places like Gana, Bulac, Paris
and Kasr Doche, says the writer, the
inhabitants make coloured palm plates
in which to carry bread, food and fruit
and present sweetmeats. These plates
are also hung on the wall for decora-
tion purposes.

Paris village is specialized in the
making of coloured baskets and the
bride’s mat which is considsred the
most beautiful and brightest local han-
dicraft. This mat is triangular in shape
and is covered with interlaced and in-
terwoven coloured woolen threads. It
is considered one of the essential do-
mestic articles used on wedding day.

The writer speaks highly of two
natural masterpieces encountered by
the traveller from the Kharga Oasis
to the village of Paris. The first com-



text on the basis of the original and
the musician to borrow a number of
musical items picked from the original
note.

The writer then explains how in-
ternational troupes have attained their
present high standard of efficiency in
the performance of choral. He says
that behind this high level of efficiency
lies an infinite capacity for taking
pains on the international plain and
that a good number of great musicians
have done their share in this interna-
tional effort chief among whom are
Bela Bartok and Zoltan Coday.

In certain European countries, says
the writer, the study of folk music and
musical instruments constitutes inse-
parable part of the carricula in higher
music institutes. It also forms a field
of study in which great musicians take
spzcial interest and collect for it re-
cords and carry out field experiments.
The writer draws comparison between
these strenuous efforts and those being
made in the U.A.R. for the study of
folk music and musical instruments.
He r=fers to the various articles written
by Dr. Mahmoud el Hefny and he is of
the opinion that the best solution for
the music elements in the folk troupe
programme lies in reliance upon folk
musical instruments which should be
ren2wed and expanded. He thinks that
the reason for concentration on a li-
mited number of rhythms, is that the
specialized musicians engaged in the
study of the musical instrument have
not as yet studied it nor have they in-
troduced in its manufacturz and raw
materials the same as their counter-
parts in Europe. This is proved by the
fact that the local flute is practically
unchanged and still performs mono-
tonous and primitive tunes whereas
the same instrument in Europz per-
forms nearly the same tunes as orches-
tral instruments. The same applies to
the «Rabab» in the Balkan folk troupes
where it is looked upon as an orches-
tral instrument.

The writer winds up by stating
that most of the countries of the world
have the tendency to the development

of their folklore on transferring it to
the theatre. The U.A.R. folk troupes,
for their part, have entered this wide
field of human endeavours, and it is
hoped they may perform the mission
of the theatre in a society founded on
efficiency and social equality.

THE CLAP DANCE

IN UPPER EGYPT

by

M. Abd el Moneim Al-Shafi

The writer emphasizes the fact
that in the far south of Egypt there
are more than one folk dance suitable
for public display, if properly develop-
ed by specialized folklorists. All that
it needs is to design the costumss to
suit theatrical spectacle.

The writer has witnessed a good
number of folk dances including the
stick fencing, clap dance, abdominal
dance, horse dance and other folk
dances on ceremonial occasions.

The writer speaks of the clap dance
as presented by a troupe at Luxor and
taken part in by men, women and
children. He says that it is known as
the clap dance because it is performed
to the rhythm of clapping with the
hands and that it is presented at wed-
dings and other happy occasions. It
is distinguished by the easiness of per-
formance by a whole group of people
of both sexes. It necessitates flexibi-
lity of the body and harmony between
the rhythm and the movement of the
feet and the clapping of the hands.
The dance is accompanied by a folk
song.

The writer describes fully the mo-
vements of this dance and advocates
strongly that this folk dance, which
he believes to be part of our folk le-
gacy, should be presented by a proper
folk troupe on the theatre.

TEE NEW VALLEY
by

Dr. M. Mahmoud el Sayad

The writer says that it is gene-
rally agreed to give the name « The
New Valley » to the Western Desert
dzpressions, ever since the authorities
first contemplated the exploitation of
these depressions.
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brate the growth of different crops. She
then deals with hunting dances, ani-
mal mime and battle mime.

The writer finally gives a list of
dances performed for cure purposes
all over the world.

COMPOSITION OF MUSIC AND
FOLK SONG FOR THE THEATRE
by
Rushdi Salih

The writer discusses the musical
composition set specially for theatri-
cal folk dance, as well as the musical
composition for theatrical folk song,
and the problems of musical troupes
which should be set up to perform
these musical compositions.

H: says that there are two gene-
ral methods for making musical com-
position for theatrical folk dance :

1. — Composition of music to
serve the theatrical dance.

2. — Composition of the dance it-
self on the basis of a specific musical
composition.

The writer believes that the first
method fully meets need and expres-
sion. He gives example of the « Steel
Dance » as performed by the Korean
Folk Troupe. He describes and ana-
lyzes the music of that dance and
makses it clear that the musical com-
position must serve the dance compo-
sition to which it should be closely at-
tached and expressive both of its theme
and composition.

The choice of a given musical com-
position and the putting up of a dance
structure for it, necessitatss that the
designer of the dance should be bound
by the musical text. The dance becomes
thoroughly expressive or representa-
tive.

The composer of folk music for a
folk dance is inclined to utilize folk
items whenever possible. The writer
gives example the « Mamelukes and
Peasants » dance, and shows the ra-
dical point in this dance which is based
on comparison between the conduct of
the Mamelukes and that of Egyptian
peasants in local society which culmi-
nates in unquestioned victory for the
Egyptian peasants. He explains in de-
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tail how this theme is made into a folk
dance. He says that it is made up of
comparatively secondary and marginal
dances arranged as follows :

1. — The Mamelukes sword dance
and knife dance.

2. — The wedding ceremony in
which are performed the following
dances of incense, belly dancers, sticks,
syrup seller and young girls.

The writer describes the serial suc-
cession of this living « tableau» and
explains how musical composition ac-
companies the different parts of it in
this way. Beating on the drums fol-
lowed by orchestral play, then rhyth-
mical tunes at the entry of the Mame-
luke announcing the approach of the
bride, conventional folk music, then an
interval of silence during which sounds
of fencing with swords and sticks are
heard, followed by expressive music
accompanying the procession to the
end.

The writer says that the musical
instruments employed in playing the
« tableau » music varied from the flute,
the whistle, the drum, the castanets,
rhythmical clapping, stick fencing to
oriental string musical instruments and
European brass and string instruments.
The writer then discusses the song
composition made for the folk troupes
programmes of the choral, lyrics and
rhythmed vocal music performed by
dancers. The audience has seen two
kinds of this composition :

1. — One very like conventional
folk singing as represented in the
Greek Folk Troups and the Uganda
Folk Troupe.

2. — And the kind of Opera sing-
ing in which the folk song is perform-
ed on the basis of theatrical distribu-
tion. Songs suitable for the theatre
are the colloquial folk songs of long
standing. The European troupes have
presented songs of this type and the
Arab folk troupes some songs which
had gained immense popularity among
the local masses during the past cen-
tury and the beginning of the current
century. These songs retained their
original preludss or rhythms and al-
lowed the composer to make a new



pessimistic about the black and biue
colours.

This chaotic state in our local dres-
ses is attributed to pasi periods of co-
lonial control of the country, where the
local population copied the example of
colonial ruiers the Turks, the Mame-
lukes, the French and the English. As
a natural result of our current social
evoiution, however, we put on clothes
suited to our cultural and industrial
movement.

The writer discusses women dres-
ses during the past century or so, when
the wealthy lady used to put on a silk
gown of bright colour, a big skirt to-
gether with a sleeveless vest and a
« Yalak » over the vest. She wore an
embroidered silk cummerband. On top
of that she wore a red cap wrapped with
a highly ornamented silk scarf with a
gold or a silver jewel in front. He
makes a spec.al mention of the ladies’
hair-dress, both indoors and ou:doors.

The ordinary woman in the street,
says the writer, wore a black shirt, a
skiri and a « malass » or a veil which
was black for the married women and
white for the virgin.

Speakng of men’s dress, the writer
points out that the ordinary sort of in-
dividuals wore the local gown and the
turban « imma », whilz the members of
aristocracy put on the «gibba» and
« quoftan » 2long with a cummerband.
The peasants used white shorts and blue
gowns over the shiris and vests. They
put on turbans or woolen caps.

The writer describes fully the kinds
of « immas » used by the different clas-
ses of the community more particularly
in Nubia and the Oases.

THE ARAB « RABAB »
THE ORIGINAL SOURCE
OF THE VIOLIN
by
Dr. M. Ahmed Al Hefny

The oldest string instrument in
the world, says the writer, is an Indian
instrument named Ravanastron. It is
an established historical fact that the
Arabs deserve credit for creation of

the first string instrument, played with
the bow, when they made the « Rabab »
in the opening centuries A.D.

The « Rabab » developed from one
string to a doublz string and finally to
a four string instrument of various
shapes.

The « Rabab » is the most popular
musical instrument in the Arab coun-
tries at the present time. There are
two kinds of this musical instrument
in the U.A.R. The writer gives a de-
tailed description of each kind, then he
speaks about the « Rabab » known in
Turkey and the adjoining countries.

The writer stresses the fact that
the « Rabab » was transferred to An-
dalusia by the Arab, when they con-
quered that territory early in the eighth
century A.D. Ever since then, the
drive to make string instrument has
been going on in full swing in Europe.

The writer then discusses in detail
the development of the « Rabab », cul-
minating in the making of the « vio-
lin », which occupies the place of dis-
tinction among the musical instruments
in East and West.

FOLK DANCE

by
G.P. Kurath
Folk dance is communal reaction
in movement patterns to life’s crucial
cycles.

People dance everywhere. In Ibe-
ria and Latin America, says the writer,
dance remains a vital festal expression.
The same dance may serve all occa-
sions, as the Rutuburi of the Tarahu-
mara Indians. Or a special dance may
have a circumscribed function as the
« Deer Dance » of the Pueblo Indians
of New Mexico. The writer discusses
the purposes of dance rites; i.e. fe-
cundity of human. animal, and plant,
impersonations, dzmon exorcism, death,
cure etc.

She cites a number of dances, in
different parts of the world, which ex-
press puberty initiation, courtship,
friendship and occupations. She also
gives a detailed list of dances perform-
2d on weddings or presented to cele-
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The folk tale appears in the frame-
work of the rhythm.

The will which is freed from ili-
usion and exploitation has succeeded in
having a be:ter understanding of the
actual position when it has discovered
its capacity for creation and free activ-
ity which is the capacity of a whole
people. The story-teller does no longer
confine himself to narration, because
what he narrates, is a concrete present.
There is no longer any difference bet-
ween the reciter and the story teller.
Indeed there is none betwen them on
the one side and the historian on the
other, more specially when the theme
is that of a folk taie.

It is quite in order for reality to
interfere with the world imagination and
for the folktale to free itself from the
shadow of superstitions and illusions.
This is no easy task, nor is it an in-
significant victory. It is a conclusive
evidence that the Revolution has rad-
ically changed the education philoso-

phy.

The writer gives striking examples
of the evolution of the folk song. In
one of these examples the song is trans-
formed from fiction to actual modern
history. The other example makes clear
the difference, in the training of child-
ren, between the past and the present,
and between their intimidation and
threatening with demons, and between
praising of the great achievements like
the cons:ruction of the High Dam.

A third example illustrates the psy-
chological phenomenon common witn
the Moslems and present in folk literat-
ure, namely the exaltation of the Pro-
phet of God, on expressing exclama-
tion and admiration.

The final examples makes of the
Nile an Arab steed, awaiting his pro-
mised rider to break him in, and win
battles with him. This promised rider
is the people in its eptirety.
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CLOSE RELATIONS BETWEEN
AFRICAN FOLK ARTS

by
Sa’ad el Khadim

A lot of folk appearances, spread
far and wide in North Africa, are close-
ly connected with old beliefs and le-
gends, as represented in the moon god-
dess statues, put up all along the Afri-
can Coast from Morocco to Algeria.
In Morocco the practice of making dolls,
meant to attract future husbands for
marriageable girls, is still going on un-
abated.

The writer describes marriage ri-
tuals and ceremonies in Egyptian coun-
try-side prior to the 18th century, and
says that there is amplz evidence to
show the intimate connection between
these rituals and processions and those
of eariier centuries known in North
Africa. He also says that the proces-
sion, made to mark circumcision of
children, used to be associated with
symbols of fecundity.

The writer names some of the folk
dolls collected at the beginning of the
current century from Luxor neigh-
bourhood, and describes a collection of
puppets in the Geographical Society
Museum in Cairo.

He concludes pointing out that
folk arts have their civilisation origin
of long standing binding certain beliefs
well established in many parts of the
world. This proves the common bond
which has always connected the dif-
ferent peoples of the African Conti-
nent.

OUR LOCAL DRESSES IN THE
PAST AND PRESENT

by
Abdel Ghani Abou el Einein

The writer starts off by saying that
our local dresses are widely varied and
cf numerous colours and types. The
colour, he says, has a close connection
with optimism and pessimism. The
women folk are usually optimistic about
the white and green colours, and are



experienced in the classification of
children’s games.

The writer believes in the neces-
sity for the drawing up of a folkloric
atlas wherein to distribute the fol-
kloric phenomenae and species. He ex-
plains th2 method of arranging such
an atlas and believes that the folkloric
museum is part of the folkloric ar-
chives. He hopes that the museum
established by the Folklore Centre in
Cairo may be completed on scizntific
basis of display and arrangement, and
may include specimens representing
folk arts in the U.A.R.

The writer concludes by saying
that there is another setting connect-
ed with the archives, namely the folk
library which contains references,
searches, studies in folklore in the
other countries beside the national
archives.

THE ASWAN EPIC

by
Dr. Abdel Hamid Yunis

The Nile has not just been the
source of imagination in art and literat-
ure through the ages, but has also been
a great universal phenomenon, which
has contributed to the making of life,
history and civilization on its Valley.

If the ancient Greek historian « He-
rodutus » has said that Egypt is the gift
of the Nile, he has summarized a fact-
ual staiement in one way or another.
The essence of the truth is that Egypt
is the gift of the Nile with the strong
will to live, to do good and to build
for these successive generations of the
human race, destined to live by the Nile
and develop its fertile valley.

The civilization which has sprung
in Egypt, since time immemorial, is ful-
ly identical with the salient character-
istics of the immortal River. It has the
tendency to seclusion and to fidelity;
it has the resolute will based on dis-
cipline and infinite capacity for taking

pains ; it is all out to do good, to build
and ensure peace.

The writer goes on to say that
when we resolve to build life and keep
pace with civilization on the banks of
the Nile, by efficiency and social equal-
ity, the « High Dam » continues to grow
as an embodiment of the past, the pre-
sent and the future, fully representing
all the lofty principles and objectives
whole generations have endeavoured to
accomplish. It is an artistic symbol
which has allowed human capacity to
translate dreams into realities and
spread vegetation over the desert.

The role of arts and letters in this
semi-legendary event of the diversion
of the Nile and the putting up of the
High Dam has not been one of mere
registration of ics scenes and compon-
ents, nor has it been echoes emanating
from the great architectural fete. Its
actual role finds expression in the very
architecture, and the water itself which
flows rapidly through the main stream.

Together with construction and
other manual activities, the pulse of the
human heart forms a positive unity com-
bining both work and expression, which
go deep into history and mix reminis-
cences of past struggle with triumphant
jubilation accompanying fruitful results.
Hence all temporal and plastic arts, both
cultured and otherwise, have contribut-
ed to the making of this great event.

Continuing, the writer says-that the
contemporary historian observes a cur-
rent change in arts and literature, paral-
lel with the diversion of the course of
the Great River. For the sad tune has
gone forever from our folk arts, and
the reminiscences of the past struggle
have become glorious achievements
which fill the souls with prestige, and
urges the will to enterprise. The con-
cept of the language has grown in scope
to absorb all means of expression. The
folk song summarizes the historical
event and has become a living spectacle.
Rhythm in poeiry and songs has com-
bined with the High Dam into a com-
mon phenomenon distinguishing plastic
arts as well as expressive arts.



The writer refers briefly to the
point in having specialized analysis- of
the folk material, in its different forms,
and the advantage of making use of
figures and illustrations in the field of
folk arts.

The writer concludes by pointing
out that the utilization of illustrations
and figures, in the field of folk arts,
prepares the ground for discovery of
types of relations, between the units, in-
cluded in the texture of folk work, not
hitherto known. It also provides those
engaged in the subject of the personality
and the human civilization, with enough
material indispensable in their endeav-
our to acquire more knowledge to en-
able them to have a better picture of
the folk scene.

THE NEED FOR FOLKLORE
ARCHIVES

by
Abd el Hamid Hawas

There is earnest need for making
folkloric material readily available
for use, by those interested in folk
arts. To utilize profitably such ma-
terial, it is essential to have folklore
archives system and to arrange fol-
kloric material preparatory to its clas-
sification, each specie being set aside
separately. It is also necessary to add
together subjects of similar rature,
or received from one and same geogra-
phic region. This allows its systema-
tic and scientific study, to be proper-
ly made, and allows artists and literary
men, to have easy access to such in-
formation. They should be a proper
planning, with which to follow closely,
the development of the archives sys-
tem, till it fulfills the purpose for
which it is intended.

The writer mentions some of the
methods adopted in the establishment
of archives systems in Sweden and
Ireland, and stresses the importance
of safeguarding of scripts by exclud-
ing research workers from using the
original, but only the duplicate copies
of such scripts. Duplicate copies are
usually made out by the research
workers themselves. The original co-
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pies are kept under lock and key, and
are not brought out except in cases
of extreme emergency ; i.e. when pu-
blication or reference in case of dis-
pute over a certain text.

Folklorists are unanimous on the
necessity for the establishment of ar-
chives centre in which to keep photo-
copies of all material in the different
local archives centres and in posses-
sion of private individuals. With the
advent of micro-film the problem of
bulky material is solved and there
will be no difficulty in finding place
for its storage. The real difficulty lies
in making an index of this material
by having an index card for each text
showing the subject, the name of the
collector, its geographical region, date
of collection etc. The cards are ar-
ranged in catalogues alphabetically or
geographically, or in accordance with
any other system. Catalogues can also
be microfilmed. The most important
aspect in the folkloric archives is the
classification of the collected mate-
rial to enable thoss interested to make
full use of it.

The writer speaks about the ac-
tual experience gained in the process
of classification of folk tales and how
the folklorists succeeded in their clas-
sification. He maintains that the
other kinds of folkloric material such
as the folk song have no standardized
svstem of classification. He also
thinks that it is difficult to classify
the folk customs, traditions and be-
liefs, owing to their complicated cha-
racter on the one hand, and their local
and special significance on the other,
and their need for information relat-
ing to geographic, social and historic
facts on the third side.

The writer cites examples of
these difficulties which confront fol-
klorists engaged in this field of ar-
rangement and classification of cus-
toms, traditions, and conventional be-
liefs. He also speaks about the dif-
ficulty of classification and indexing
of folk music in view of its close con-
nection with other arts like singing
and dancing. The same difficulty is



ples. She emphasizes that the folk
tale has nothing to do with symbols
unlike the fable. The folk tale gives
a realistic account of events with all
particulars

PSYCHOLOGY AND FOLK ARTS
PERSONALITY IN HUMAN
CIVILIZATION
by
Dr. Moustafa Sewef

The writer believes that the perso-
nality and specially from the angle of
its formation through civilizing influen-
ces, is one of the scientific principles,
which cannot be overlooked on under-
taking any serious study of folk litert-
ure and folk arts.

He continues to speak in detail
about the personality in the view of
contemporary psychologists and about
the dimensions of the personality as de-
fined by a great number of modern psy-
chological studies.

He touches on the question of the
formation of the personality by civiliza-
tion environment and how research-
workers proceed in the study of this
particular topic. He asks if there can
be any road to a general appraisal of the
results they arrive at and where the role
of the folk material in all this process
comes in.

He says that it is quite in order to
look upon folk arts and letters as one
of many elements constituting the
framework of civilization. It is up to
researchers in the formation of civiliza-
tion to devote part of their energy to
the analysis of the ingredients of these
elements and to a statement of how
these elements penetrate in anticipation
to the functions of the personality.

These various collections of folk
tales, decorations, and rhythms, discus-
sed by the researchers, are in actual ex-
istence in the psychology of individual’s
mind from which he derives his inform-
ation about the very ordinary sort of
personality.

The writer thinks that the most im-
portant point is to explain fully the
route taken by popular influence to pe-

netrate to a particular group of the peo-
ple rather than take this question for
granted. The reader here can readily
appreciate the advantage of this reser-
vation. He will in most cases find him-
self inclined to define one specific so-
cial sector to the exclusion of all else.
This sector represents a group of the
population exposed to the effect of the
popular influence either directly or in-
directly. It is from this group that our
specimen is drawn of the individuals on
whom we carry our analysis of the per-
sonality. We expect the influence or
(the formation) to manifest itself as
clearly as possible, and if the research
is repeated in this way in a big num-
bers of folk works which had effect
upon different sectors of society, we
shall be able to form a detailed picture
of the way, folk material participates,
through what is termed «the minor
frameworks of civilization», in finding
various types of personality in one and
the same society. We can afterwards
get certain characteristics of the general
framework of civilization for such so-
ciety and draw for it a true and com-
posite picture.

The writer goes on to say that there
are two main roles of the folk mater-
ial in the subject of personality in hu-
man civilization. The first, is the role
of the element which contributes to the
formation, and the second is that of the
element which is the subject of the fo;-
mation. Discussion of both roads is
of great importance and cannot be done,
except by cooperation between_ a num-
ber of researchers, whose duty is to col-
lect the folk material and undertake
specialized analysis in this context.
Some of these researchers should be
highly specialized in the study of folk
arts and letters, and some in the study
of human behaviour. Their function is
confined to the collection and registra-
tion of the folk material to make it ava-
ilable for the researcher. They should
also analyse the contents of the folk

works, so collected and registered.
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other words the fable is of a single
dimension, whereas the folk tale is of
a couple of dimensions.

The other difference between the
fable and folk tale is that the first is
comparatively superficial and the
other tends to real depth. The cha-
racters of the fable are bodiless and
live without a real interior or an ac-
tual world dimensions ; the folk tale
portrays in a real way real characters
which do not lack bodily or spiritual
depth, and lives in the time and place
where the events play their different
parts.

Another difference between the
two kinds, is that the fable takes an
abstract turn unlike the folk tale. The
first does not give a concrete or ten-
tative picture ot the world but creates
one of its own.

The leading character in the fable
is separated from the time and place.
The fable rises with its characters above
the dark internal and external world
and liberates them from emotions of an-
ger, revolt, envy and grudge in order
that they may engage in the multi-
plicity of events where there are no
traces of misery and darkness what-
soever. That is to say that the ab-
stract and separatist style and ten-
dency to superiority are means the
fable employs to make of its principal
character a symbol of faith and hope.

The writer procesds to say that
the characters of the folk tale spring
from highly emotioned human soul
and from man’s winning ability which
connects him with his surroundings
and with the time, place, and events,
in which he participates. The cha-
racters of the fable emanate from in-
ternal quiet. It is not known where it
comes from, nor where it goes to. It
is filled with confidence, and is able
to affect its relations and bonds with
its environment.

The writer draws a picture of
the woman both in the fable and the
folk tale, and says that it is possible
for the beautiful and good-hearted
woman, as a character in the fable, to
change the evil man, bewitched in the

6

form of an animal, into a handsome
man, whom she eventually marries,
using in the process, lightness and
tact.

Another picture of the woman in
the table 1s one in which she marries
an eccentric man, whose hte is filled
with ambiguity, but loves his wite
very much all the same and places at
her disposal an immense fortune of
gold and pearls. Yet he prohibits her
irom opemng the door or a certain
room in their house. But out of sheer
curiosity the wife opens that room to
find that there is nothing in it ex-
cept a dark vaccuum. The husband
eventually discovers his wife's adven-
ture and decides to send her away
and deprive her of her luxurious life.

The writer gives another picture,

i.e. that of the fisherman’s wife, who
knew that her husband had caught an
extraordinary fish and threw it back
into the sea on hearing from it that
it was a bewitched prince. The wife
asks her husband to try to catch the
same fish again in order that it may
build for her a proper house in place
of the poor cottage where she lives.
The fish reappears to the fisherman
and fulfills his wife's aspirations and
makes her a queen. The wife, how-
ever, is not satisfied with her new po-
sition and wishes to be a goddess.
She finally flies high in the sky, only
to come down again to live in her old
cottage.

The writer cites a number of folk
tales in which man takes a passive at-
titude and tales which express the
subconscious mind of the girl in ado-
lescence. She says that the fable
does not neglect the evil woman as re-
presented in the cruel step-mother and
step-sisters who owe grudge to their
beautiful half-sister.

The writer believes that the spe-
cimens, presented in the fable for the
woman, are human specimens of the
highest order. She then goes on to
speak of the woman in the folk tale,
saying that the woman there behaves
purely realistically and gives exam-



but a very ordinary sort of man who
was looked upon as a slave and it was
up to him to emancipate himself with
his own hand from serfdom and to
procezd to conquer and humiliate the
greatest sovereigns of ancient Greece
ana Persia.

He stresses the fact that the
choice of this particular theme was
not a shzer accident. It was due to
an artistic talent of high standing
supported by a profound enlightened
study.

The second important element is
the method of portrayal of the hero's
personality to express genuinely the
artist’s feelings and fulfill his goals
and concepts.

In the first phase of Antara’s
story in the epic, the author keeps
pace with the facts of history, and
goes step by step to narrate a real
life of a given man whom he de-
scribes as an implaccable hero. He
made of him a colossal person of a
strong stature whose features are sy-
nonimous with might and bravery
from the time he was born to the
time he attained full growth. Antara
had all the qualities of Arab chivalry,
hospitality and valour.

The writer winds up his article
by saying that this accuracy in mov-
ing with the hero from one stage to
another, really shows the author’s
skill in putting up the dramatic struc-
ture of his literary work. It equally
shows that this work is done in strict
accord with a fundamental idea and
a methodical presentation. It is from
the artistic aspect, considered an epi-
cal drama of exemplary literary
feature.

THE WOMAN IN THE FABLE
AND FOLK TALE

by
Dr. Nabila Ibrahim Salim

The writer concentrates on two
aspects of folk literature, which pro-
ject different pictures of the woman.
She touches on two specific kinds of
this literature, namely the fable and
the folk tale.

The writer says that, as the
fable differs basically from the folk
tale, it is expected that the picture of
the woman in the fable looks diame-
trically at variance with her picture
in the folk tale.

The writer tries to differentiate
between the fable and the folk tale,
saying that the folk tale relates an
event or an episode of special signi-
ficance, and makes us believe, that
what it relates is not fiction but ac-
tual fact. It confines itself to the
event more than the characters. On
the other hand, the fable is a literary
form which does not portray a fac-
tual event of extreme importance. It
merely gives an idea of human spe-
cimens and the relationship between
man and man, between him and ani-
mal, and between him and the sur-
rounding world, both known and un-
known to him. The fable does not try
to persuade us that its marginal parts
live in our day-to-day life. This does
not, however, mean that the fable is
completely disassociated from that
life but the fable may derive its origin
from that life. This is a principal basis
of difference between the fable and the
folk tale which urged folklorists to
believe that the fable is a pure lite-
rary fiction, whereas the folk tale is
a mixture of literature and social
sciences.

The writer dwells on the repre-
sentation by the folk tale and the
fable ,of the unknown world and its
relationship of the known world. She
says that the unknown world is total-
ly different from the world the folk
tale lives in, though this does not
mean that it has no influence on it.
On the contrary it plays an important
role in its constitution and is not de-
tatched from its real world.

The fable, on the other side, is
one of jinn, goblins, witches, and de-
mons as well as the dead in the un-
derground world. It also contains
birds and abnormal sorts of animal
but the characters of the fable mix
with these different varieties of ele-
ments as if they were the same. In
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A brief summary of the articles, studies
and observations inserted in this issue

STUDIES IN FOLK BIOGRAPHIES
ANTARA EPIC AND ITS
CHARACTERISTICS

by
Dr. Mahmoud Zohny

The writer emphasizes in his ar-
ticle, that our folk legends reflect a
clear picture of the local environment
and community, in which they take
place, because these legends are bas-
ed on profound enlightened study of
local societies and surroundings. They
are likewise based on a thorough un-
derstanding of the environment and
community, for which they meant.

The writer goes on to say that
the well known legendary epic of An-
tara Ibn Shaddad, fully and accurately
portrays the Arab setting, in the age
of Innocence prior to the advent of
Islam. It also shows the extent of the
author’'s profound -culture and tho-
rough grasp of the historic period
least known in the life of the Arabs.
It further shows his wide experience
and knowledge of their news, hume-
rous anecdotes, customs and tradi-
tions.

He maintains that it is wrong to
suppose that folk legendary epics do
not come under folk tales category,
and affirms that the folk epics have
all the prerequisites for being a com-
posite literary work.

The writer enumerates the ele-
ments of this work and believes that
the first and most important of such
elements is the choice of actual theme.
He says that the artist picks a spe-
cific theme at a specific time and
handles such a theme in his own lite-
rary style to make of it a piece of
literature.
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He deals with Antara epic and
thinks that Antara himself fully re-
presents a number of interlaced theo-
ries in the chain of individual and col-

" lective struggle for social liberty.

He says that Antara epic was
written towards the end of the fourth
century of Hegira when the Islamic
world was passing through a period
of transition from the old conven-
tional Arab surroundings to modern
civilization and contact with Euro-
pean countries. He is of the opinion
that the choice of Antara's dramatic
character in particular was fully ac-
corded with the political and social
environmental conditions of the Arab
world at the time.

Antara was a full-blooded Arab
and to speak highly of him was to
praise the good qualities of the Arab
personalities. Antara’s position as an
Arab hero who fought the ancient
Greeks at one time and the Persians
at another, and indeed other races, is
an attempt to prove the Arab people’s
capacity, for dealing adequately with
its enemies at the time the epic went
down to history, and the distinction
of the Arab race.

The writer refutes the allegation
that Antara’s epic was written at the
reign of El Aziz Billah the Fatimide
and affirms that the Arab people in
Egypt was fully alert to the fact that
epics were the scope to which it could
resort from the tyranny of the Fati-
mide despots who had taken the coun-
try foreibly.

The writer thinks that the au-
thor of Antara’s epic turned to the
Orient where from he chose his hero
who was neither a King nor a prince



for liberals in Asia, Africa and Latin
America.

The 23rd July 1952 put an end to
exploitation, serfdom and discord, and
insured freedom, security, and develop-
ment. Prior to this day, only a minority
enjoyed life as such, but since the ad-
vent of the Revolution every member
of the community has won the right to
enjoy equality and social welfare.

If the heroes of the Revolution are
in fact all the men and women who
have struggled and are still struggling
for better life, then the leader of the
Revolution is without doubt « the hero
of the heroes », the head of the Van-
guard, who unified the ranks and
aroused the conscience. He is the or-
ganizer of the people’s will and is the
gifted leader able to see clearly the road
ahead and take the people over to its
lofty goal.

The 23rd July 1952 has radically
changed the philosophy of life itself
which it turned from rumination of
pain and misery to thinking, awakening
and activity, from passivity to positive
disposition. :

The concept of heroism has chang-
ed since 23rd July 1952. The Arab
people is no longer inclined to look for
its hero in its past annals, as the pre-
sent is bright enough to fill its soul
and mind with its glorious achieve-
ments. Now we hear and read that the
very people is the hero in the new folk
songs and the new epics. The ordinary
sort of individual has become the sha-
per of his own destiny in the folk dra-
ma and other patterns of mass litera-
ture. Arab heroism has, by virtue of
the Revolution, retained its human cha-
racteristics and nationalist advantages.
It has maintained the traits of chivalry

in Arab history. It has also upheld the
impetus to movement and progress to-
wards the fulfilment of human dignity
and social equality. The striking dif-
ference between heroism in ancient
folk letters and in new folk letters is
that the first was an expression of a
hope, whereas heroism in our new folk
literature is a living reality.

Heroism in ancient folk literature
represented a society, which discrimi-
nated between man and woman. In
modern folk literature heroism is a
common advantage of both the male
and the female. The central plot in
ancient epics was to fight the enemy
and arm oneself with valour and re-
sourcefulness but the new epic accepts
and confronts challenges of all des-
cription, both inside and outside.

Similarly the heroes in the old epic
were all warriors. Today, however, our
heroes come from the peasants, the
workers, the intelligentsia, the soldiers
and owners of private enterprises.

This modification in man’s imagi-
nation and in the concept of history
has worked miracles. It expelled the
tyrant despot, stamped out feudalism
and exploitation, herded out the foreign
colonial rulers, restored national wealth
and ensured for the people ample op-
portunity of employment. Folk litera-
ture fully realised the new meaning of
heroism and expressed the new Arab
heroism with the song and the drama.

Dr. Yunis winds up by pointing
out that the 23rd July is one of the
most conspicuous high lights in the
history of our nation and in that of the
struggle for emancipation ; it is a de-
cisive turning point in the evolution of
Arab arts and letters both folk and
otherwise.



HEROISM IN FOLK LITERATURE

by
Dr. Abd el Hamid Yunis

Time may appear, in man’s imagi-
nation, to be a non-stop flowing river,
and it may be difficult to draw distinc-
tion between one day and another in
this immense volume of deep waters,
where the drop cannot be clearly seen.
The river surface is always or almost
always one and the same, highly har-
monious in its appearance and move-
ment. Although man is able to diffe-
rentiate between the past, the present
and the future, yet he has failed to
draw a dividing line between what has
happened, what is actually happening,
and what is expected to happen. Man's
thinking has invariably made records
of life and tried to gather together
widely different elements of his cul-
ture, hence the calendars and dates
through the centuries which serve to
underline man’s consciousness of time
and allow him to appreciate fully his
responsibility for human destiny, to-
wards himself, his family and future
generations. Some days have emerged
conspicuous among the rest of time.
The best of these days in man's view
are those which constitute a really di-
viding line between the past and the
future. How few are such days! And
humanity has recorded in its contem-
porary history, the day of 23rd July

as the opening of a revolution of a new
kind, a bloodless revolution, based on
human thinking and resolute will. It
sprang from an intrinsic tendency to
change the status-quo in a scientific
well-planned style suited to enlightened
hopes of the vanguard in the second
half of the twentieth century.
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This glorious day's association
with this area which lies in the heart
of the cradle of human civilization is
in no way accidental. It goes hand in
hand with the progress of history which
began in this part of the world, and
which keeps pace with the taste of
ancient civilization with the eternal
heavenly mission, which rose with its
light on this area and with the struggle
of generations for life, liberty and
peace.

The 23rd July 1952 is the symbol
of hopes which have risen in the hearts
of parents along with genuine and en-
lightened determination to change the
present, now that the origin of evil is
known and the road to progress and
development rediscovered. For this
cause the Revolution of 23rd July 1952
has avoided the blunders of earlier re-
volutions and found its goals and pur-
poses. It has not, from the outset, dis-
criminated between the freedom of the
Homeland and the private liberty of the
individual. Indeed it has not separated
the freedom of the Arab citizen of
Egypt from that of the Arab citizen in
the whole Arab World from the Atlan-
tic Ocean to the Arab Gulf. It has
shown itself to be truthful when it
realised that man’s liberty in this area
is inseparable and that man’s con-
science is the same everywhere. For
this reason it has joined hands with
those of freedom loving peoples striv-
ing to achieve national independence.
The 23rd July 1952 has thus contri-
buted to every struggle for emancipa-
tion. It occupied the place of honour
at Bandung and became a dear hope
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