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Mr Bogtor enumerates the musical
insirumen.s useua in  Anclent lgypt
whewner tney are wind-luStounen.s, si-
ing- inscrwments or percussion-insiru-
ments. The study is accompanied by a
number of pictures snowing the aspecis
of similarity and Ilinks with certain
modern instruments. The writer, also,
sheds light on the role played by the mu-
sicologist Heckman and his efforts in
studying ancient Egyptian music and its
characteristics.

X ¥ ¥

And about the great artist, the pio-
neer, the professor ... about love, gene-
rosity, optimism, modesty, truthfulness
and sincerity ... about Prof. Abdel Salam
El-Sherif, the lover of the Egyptian cultu-
ral heritage this issue devotes a section
to share in the celebrations of Prof. Kl-
Sherif’s eightieth birth anniversary. I
is a token of love, gratitude and appre-
ciation from his students, colleagues and
friends, as well as from this magazine
which has been honoured by him being
its Art Director ever since the magazine
first appeared in January 1965.

Prof. Safwat Kamal writes about
“The Artist Abdel ‘Salam El-Sherif and
Folklore”. Prof. Kamal puts the stress
on beauty, truth and love being the chief
values in the subjects of life in Abdel
Salam El-Sherif's works.

Next, Mr Mohammed Qotb, the well-
known artist and one of Prof. El-Sherif’s
students, writes about “Abdel Salam ETl-
Sherif : the Artist and Man”. In his
article, Mr Qotb emphasizes Prof. El-
Sherif’s firm belief in the necessity of
making art for life’s sake, and for the
sake of the people.

X ¥ ¥

Prof. Khamis Shehata, ‘the famous
artist and Prof. El-Sherif’s colleague and
dear friend opens his articles with a des-
cription of Prof. Abdel Salam El-Sherif,
the humane and optimistic artist. This

¢

writer, also, offers an analysis of some of
Prof. ri-duerif’s works — presemw.ed
through an artist’s visiion and a critic’s
precisions.
¥ ¥ ¥
Mr Sobhi El-sharouni, the art critic,
wrizes also about various fields which
have bLeen enriched and developed by
Prof. Abdel Salam El-Sherif’s artistic
efforts. He concentrates on his pioneed
role in the cdomain of folklore; as he has
established the sections of handcrafts at
“Wekalet El-Ghouri”, with the aim of en-
livening folk crafts at Khan El-Khalili.
X ¥ ¥
Mr Moukhtar Sayed Ahmed wriies
about the party held in honour of Prof.
Abdel Salam El-Sherif at the Plastic
Artist's Union on the occasion of celebra-
ting the eightieth birth anniversary of
Proj. El-Sherif.
X ¥ ¥
The editorial staff of our magazine
take this occasion to express apprecia.ion
and gratitude to prof. El-Sherif for all
what he has offered and is offering every
day to this magazine, and to wish him a
happy, long life.
¥ ¥ X
In the “Folklore Library”, Mr Abdel-
Aziz Rifaat presents an analytical review
of the Russian folklorist’s V. Propp’s book
“The Morphology of the Folf Tale”. The
book has been translated into Arabic by
Abu Bakr Ahmed Bagodir and Ahmed
Abdel-Rahmeem Nasr.

.Mr Rifaat deals with the question of
terminology; the right of the tramslator
to omit or change some fragments of the
text and the problems comnected with
translating one book wmore than once.

In addition to this, the writer deals
with the appendixes added by the trans-
latcrs — particularly appendix I, due to
its close relation to the subject matter of
the book as a whole.



title “Pharsalia®. It deals with the cwil
war between Julius Caesar and Pompey
the Great.

Statius wrote two epics ; namely,
“Thebais”’ and “Achilleis”. The first has
the story of Thebes as the main subject,
the second runs about the hero of Tro-
jan wars i.e, Achilles. Valerius Flaccus
preferred to compose his epic poem “Ar-
gonautica” on the theme which Apollo-
nius Rhodius, the Alexandria poet has
dealt with previously.

Silius Italicus epic “Bellum Punicum”
glorifies the victory of Rome upon its
enemy Carthage, the Phoenician kingdom.

The main point of Prof. Etman’s ar-
ticle is that all these epics of the Latin
Silver Age were written and published as
books to be read. Thus, those written
epics are very different from the epics
of Homer, the “Iliad” and the “Odyssey”.
These two epics were composed to be re-
cited orally. This orality influenced the
technique of the epic poetry itself. Now
in the epics of the Latin Silver Age this
orality is missed, and so the technique of
the epic poetry has changed.

The Library of Alexandria played a
great role in this change since the book
has become the essential means of com-
munication between the author and his
public.

¥ X ¥

T

Next, the French epic is presem.ed to
us by Mr Essam Abdalla. The epic was
written by Francois Rabelais, one of the
most well known French writers of the
16th century. The epic under the title
“Garantua and Pantagruel” deals with
the giant Gargantua who was already a
familiar figure in the folklore of France,
whereas Pantagruel — Gargantua’s son
— was invented by Rabelais.

In this issue, Prof. Mahmoud El-Shal
continues his studies about our folk arts.

He discusses The Cultural Confrontation
of Plastic Folk Arts”, being one of the
most important expressive elements and
most wonderful sources that play a signi-
ficant role in the cultural development of
rations.

'nus, the writer calls for increasing
the number of training centires of pias-
tic folk art. He, aiso demands the esi.ab-
Lshment of specialized scientific instituts,
and providing them with various human
and technological possibilities. Moreover,
artists should have all required locations
and practical training, as well as for ex-
hibiting the works in which the Egyptian
national identity and pure natural dispo-
sition would be expressed. Prof. El-Shal,
also, calls for organizing research tours
in order to discover folk artists. In addi-
tion to all this, educational institutions
should devote parts of the art education
courses at schools to folk art education.

¥ X ¥

Prof. Dr Abdel-Ghani El-Shal pre-
sents his airticle on “Selections from Folk-
Pottery”. He deals with the roots of this
artistic production and the role of the
folk potter in vitalizing this art through
the use of elements from human, animal
and plan: life, in forming potiery.

The article, also mentions the tech-
nique of forming these artistic produc-
tions, as well as the major aesthetic cha-
racteristics of folk pottery — namely
balance, symmetry, unitl, variations ...
ete.

X ¥ ¥

On “Continuity in Ancient Egyptian
Music” Mr Louis Bogtor presents a study
dealing with music and its effective role
in enriching ‘he ancient Egyptian civili-
zation — either being played separately
or accompanied by other arts, ‘such as
dancing or singing.



of Prophet Mohammed as a Folk Epic”.
The article tries to inves.igate the possi-
- bility of studying the Prophetic Epic —
As-siratu An-nabawiyatu — from a folk-
loric point of view. In his study, Dr Abu-
Zaid is concerned with the similarities
between this *sirat” and other Arabic
heroic ones — concerning their narrative
structure and artistic devices.

As for the narrative structure, this
study reveals that it is like any other
“sirat”. It starts by mentioning the pa-
rentage (nassab) of the Prophet, tracing
it back to Ismail — ancestor of the
Arabs — and son of Ibrahim. The “sirat”
goes on in this direction, giving a full ac-
count of the history of the Arabs. How-
ever, it concentrates mainly on Yemen’s
political history and Mecca's religious
history. Prophet Mohammed is a repre-
sentative of these two aspects — being an
Arab and a religious leader. Then. the
“sirat” starts to narrow its scope until it
reaches the focal point of the birth of
the hero Prophet, followed by a chrono-
logy of the Prophet’s life. This type of
structure and the use of such artistic de-
vices as the dream-device can be found
in almost every folk “sirat”. Its impor-
tance lies the fact that it transforms the
historical material into artisic narrative
streuture.

¥ X% X

Then, there is a study by Prof. Dr
Ahmed Shams-El-Din El Haggagi, entitl-
ed “The Birth of *he Hero in the Arabic
Folk-8irat”. In his study Prof. El-Hag-
gagi deals with the hero’s birth along
with the circumstances which prove to
be of great influences on the events in
the hero’s life. The unusual circumstan-
ces tha¥ may accompany the hero’s birth
can be summarized as follows : 1) he
may be born in a strange way but this
fact does not disturb anybody; 2) the

strange circumstances accompany his
birth may disturb his people and conse-
quently lead to his alienation; 3) he may
be born a stranger far from his people:
4) he may be born an orphan; 5) he may
be born a stranger and an orphan.

All these circumstances connected
with the birth of the folk ‘“‘sirat”’s hero
may cause alienation among his people.
Therefore, he would try, by all means, to
prove himself and create harmony bet-
ween his existence and the surrounding
world. His ultimate aim is to achieve his
people’s recognition as their hero. leader
and protector.

Along with the previous studies on
the folk “sirat”, this issue includes a
critical study of “Faris Al-Azd (The
Knight of Al-Azd), which is a story writ-
then by Prof. Farouk Khourshid, the pro-
fessor of folk literature at the High ins-
titute of Folklore.

The story has appeared within Prof.
Khourshid’s book “Fi Bilad Al-Sindibad”
(In the Land of Sinbad), which was pub-
lished by Dar Al-Hilal, August 1986.
This story is a work of literature derived
by the author from some information
mentioned in “Akhbar Tariekh Ahl
Oman” (News of Oman People’s History)
about Malek Tbn Fahm Al-Azdi. This is
where the title “Faris Al-Azd comes from.
Prof. Khourshid approaches — in this
story — the core of folk “girat”, which
is characterized by abundance of mirac-
les, references to the worlds of “jinni” as
well as good or evil spirits.

X X ¥

Next, Prof. Dr Ahmed Etman offers
his study on “The Epics of the Silver Age
of Latin Literature”. The main poets.of
this gae are : Lucanus, Statius, Valerius
Flaccus and Silius Italicus. Lucanus’ epic
«Bellum Civile” is known usually with the



THIS ISSUE

This issue includes a number of articles connected with the artistic
role of Prof. Abdel Salam El-Sherif, ihe former dean of the High Insti-
tute of Criticism and the Art Director of this magazine. These articles
are published as our sharing in the celebrations of the eightieth anni-
versary of the birth, organized by different artistic and cultural institu-
tions.

These celebrations put the stress also on his pioneer artistic activi-
ties and effort throughout more than fifty years.

Prof. El-Sherif is a pioneer in the domain of using the folk motifs
and subjects from the Egyptian folklore and presenting them in the art-
designing of book, magazines and newspapers.

He has also developed the art of “Khiamiya” (tent embroidery) giv-
ing it new dimentions to be a fine art no¥ only a handcraft inspired by
the Egyptian folbklore with its vitality and beauty.

The an‘istic efforts of Prof. Abdel Salam El-Sherif as Art Director

" of this magazine since its first number (January 1965) have given our
.magazine its special artistic form.

ol

This issue also includes a variety of
studies on Egyptian, Arabic and interna-
tional folklore, in addition to a mnumber
of studies specialized in epics and *sirat”.

¥ ¥ ¥

The magazine opens with a study by
Prof Dr. Mahmoud Zohni about “Taha
Hussein and the Image of *he Folk Hero”.
Prof. Zohni deals with the character of
Taha Hussein, with the viewpoint that
this personali¥y combines most of the cha-
racteristics of a folk hero. He adds that
a close reading of Taha Hussein’s bio-
graphy tends to reveal various aspects
that could be easily used by the people
in inventing stories and tales.

Perhaps there will come a day when
an artist will form a folk ‘“sirat” from
Taha Hussein’s life — not with the aim
of glorifying Taha Hussein, but in order
to enable people to derive experience as
well as entertinment. '

¥ ¥ X

Thus, Prof. Zohni enumerateg the
events and situations which form drama-
tic incidents of great effect on Dr Taha
Hussein's life. He also refers to the Aris-
totelean “hamartia” or the hero’s “fall”,
and its reasons. In addition to this ,the
writer mentions the public’s attitude to-
wards Dr Taha Hussein at that time.

Moreover, Prof. Zahni deals with the
similitude between the life of Taha Hus-
sein and our folk “sirat”. This similitude
appears in the different artistic forms
found in the ‘“sirat”, as tragedy, comedy,
drama and farce; as well as in its lenght,
artistic structure and thematic variation.
Therefore, Dr Taha Hussein’s biography
proves to be applicable in the form of a
folk “sirat” centred round a folk hero
who is armed with the word and the
thought.

¥ X ¥

~ Next, we have a study by Prof. Dr
Nasr Abu Ziad, entitled “The Biography

8
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