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In G. Abdel-Rahim’s music we find a serious attempt to create a
real synthesig of the two musical worlds, Egyptian and western. He
iz equally at home with new emotions and meanings, reviving their
valuable traits, orienting them to serve expressive functions in his
own individual idiom.

This brief survey of traditional and folk idioms, in the music of
a few Egyptian modern composers, is by no means comprehensive, but
it hopes to shed some light on some representative differing attitudes

and approaches.

* % %
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for solo singer, men’s choir and “Nay” 1s a rare work of Islamic reli-
gious music, deeply roofed in the atmosphere of Quran chanting but
with a new polyphonic texture.

The “Dawr” by Mohamad Osman which he compesed for choir and
Orchestra is one of the most ambitious ventures in the modern use of the
‘traditional idiom. “Dawr” is an old slow ornamented vocal monodic
form, popular in the last century and Mohamad Osman ( - 1901)
its composer was a very talented metodist. G. Abdel-Rahim was strong-
ly attracted to Osman’s beautifully rounded melodic contours, so he
preserved the original melodies.

Here the melodies were preserved textually, while Abdel-Rahim
provided a rich web of choral modal singing. The substance of his
contrapuntal treatment is derived from the original “nahawand” melo-
dies (a mode similar to C minor Osman’s middle section modulates to
the microtonal mode Rast (¢ d e f g a b ¢), and Rahim adheres to this
medulation, in a new unprecedented venture of writing a fugato section,
for the four leading strings in the mode Rast. This “neo classic” work,
if it could be called that ,is of great originality and richness : it is
one of the significant works of modern Egyptian music.

As in the case of recreated folk music, one can safely say that
Gamal Abdel-Rahim has achieved something similar with the tradi-
ticnal idiom, in his cantata “Awakening” or (Al Sahwa) (also known
by its German title Erwachen, for baritone. choir and orchestra. The
poem set to music is by a famous figure in modern Egyptian poetry
Salah Abdel-Sabour It is a message of hope and an affirmation of
the glory of the life and the power of poetry. The first part opens
with a lyrical introduction in which the poet addresses his ‘“beloved
nne”, explaining to her, how he kept his love of life despite many hard-
ships. The choir then beging a major section relating, in vivid irregu-
lar rhythms and colourful melodies, the dreams and fears of the poet’s
childhood in village, when his mother used to soothe and call him to
sleep, in the Prophet’s name (common words of benediction). The
sudden death of his brother who was laid in earth-to the Prophet’s
name — is the core of the poetic experience, that opened his eyes to
the glory of life and to the power of his pen and his words.

Out of bereavement hope is born, and the work concludes with a
reflective lyrical baritone solo, with shimmering orchestral colours.

Here the old modes have been freed from the strict traditional
usage, and treated as tetrachords that he charges with deep expres-
sion, in a rich texture that is harmonically and contrapuntally rooted
in the modal character. This is a novel treatment of traditional melodic
material, and the frequently changing metres and irregular rhythms,
fulfill a prosodic and expressive function and adapt to the needs of the
classical Arabic poetry.
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(As to the higher level of “Recreation of folk music”, examples
abound in the music of G. Abdel-Rahim, from fthe “introduction and
Rondo Baladi”, to some of the variations in the “Variations on an
Egyptian folk Song”, to the “Jubilant Dance” (Sahba) all for orchestra.
or the “Duo for Violin” and “Cello” to the Ballet “Hassan and
Naima” etc. This is ballet music on a countryside true love tragedy
from the 30s. The beautiful Naima and the signer Hassan fall in love
but the social status of her family would not allow any relation-
ship with a mere village singer. When Naima's relatives kill Hassan
at the end of the first tableau, she mourns him (2nd tableau)
and in her bereavement she dreams of their wedding, the sad ‘truth
comes back at the end of the third tableau, and the music ends on the
dark strains of the killing at the end of the first tableau. Here the
composer created in the second tableau entitled “Naima Mourns Hassan”
— a very sombre melody heard from the cor anglais, so typical of

the sad laments of peasant women in upper Egypt, that it sounds like
a real folk song.

This Nubian folk lamentation must have inspired him in creating
it. Nevertheless, we do not find any physical resemblance.
This music is written for a small ensemble with a large percussion
greup with western (vibraphone, marimba and triangle) and Egyptian
folk instruments (i.e. bandir, duff, mazhar, galagil etc). The wind

ingtruments are chosen, and directed, to sound as much Iike folk
instruments as possible.

For the first time we find G. Abdel-Rahim writing a heterophonic
texture, inspired by the heterophony of peasant’s music. The whole
atmosphere is charged with emotions of sadness and grief.

Modal tunes and complex rhythms prevail, and it is immediately
felt that this music stems from an eastern somewhat primitive culture,
there are no traces of clear western influences but the folk spirit per-
vades the whole work and accounts for its true sense of Egyptian be-

longing.

We cannot conclude this quick survey without examining this com-
poser’s treatment of the traditional idiom. G. Abdel-Rahim has been
truly consistent in his approach to his musical heritage, with its two
aspects, Numerous of hig compositions are inspired by traditional
music, even though his idiom is contemporary and modern. Among
these are a “Mouwachchah” by S. Darwish, using complex rhythm ¢’
14/4 which he wrote for strings and solo flute, in the same monodic
idiom, but only adding string colouring. “Echoes for flute and orchestra”
is another work aesthetically, modally and rhythmically traditionaly-
inspired, but the texture and colouring are modern. Belonging to the
same realm the “Samaii for orchestra” : “Samaii” being one of the
bert known traditional instrumental forms, The “Tbtihal” (invocation)
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fully orchestrated, in 2 straight forward major-minor tonalism Towards
the end-of the movement, there is a violin cadenza, of an improvisatory
naiure, with violin pyrotechnics. This recording is performed by his
son Hassan Sharara, for whom the two violin concertos were written.

Of the second generation of modern intercultural composers, Gamal
Abdel-Rahim. is one of the most original composers whose innovations
in the language and aesthetics of modern Egyptian music, are of special
significance, in terms of their relation to folk and traditional idioms.. ..

The son of an eastern performer and musicologist, he himself study
western music in Cairo, and later studied composition in Germany with
one of Hindemith’s pupils : Genzmer. He is one of the first Egyptians
to have had the meaningful experience of facing the two musical
werlds, eastern, and western, and having come to terms with both. The
synthesis that he has effected, of the essence of Egyptian music-folk
and traditional — with western music, resulted in a very individual, truly
intercultural idioms, inspired by the essence of his national heritage, as
well as by the achievements of contemporary western music.

Folk music, whether the rural, urban, Nubian or other types, has
been a driving force in his oeuvre throughout and in all its levels set
out by Bartok : (a) simple harmonization, preserving the original folk
tune. (b) Variation on a folk theme, differing in the degree of their
freedom, ¢) The free treatment of folk material, melodically and rhy-
thmically in imaginative original ways. d) “Recreation” of folk musie,
that is when the composer assimilates the folk spirit completely, so
that his original creation sounds like quotations from folk music.
There are numerous examples of each level in Gamal Abdel-Rahim’s
music, but we will examine briefly here, an example of the free treat-
ment of folk material and another work of “recreated” folk music.

A striking example of “free treatment of folk material, on that
level, is the “imprcvisations on a Pedlar’s Tune” for unaccompanied
cello (1982) This work sums up many significant traits of his personal
mature idiom. It is composed in a folk and traditional mode containing
3/4 (4) tones typical of Arab music, the mode “Bayati”,

The original tunc was retained from childhood experiences ip
a coastal area. Here the simple melody is transformed into a work
of art of great depth and fantasy, with some novel and beautiful sono-
rities from the solo cello.

What is more significant however, is the ambitious step taken by
the composer in deriving his polyphonic material, from the essence of
the modal melody. He does not impose any western scaleg but creates
his own texture from the same material of the original mode. This is
also a significant revival of the improvisational spirit that was getting
lost.

(4) The 3/4 tone is based on an equal tempered scale of 24
quarters.
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¢alo strings. Then comes the original melody with a light harmonic
accompaniment. After other statements the men’s voices heard, answer-
ed antiphonally by women’s voices, then an orchestral interlude of a
light contrapuntal texture, and ornamentation leads to several choral
entries.

The tune of the middle section profusely ornamented is played by
full orchestra with light contrapuntal treatment now in blocks, while
choral entries follow interspersed with orchestral interludes, leading to
a final return of the refrain “Lamma bada”. '

Khairat’s treatment of folk music was even less obtrusive, in his
five movement Suite Folklorique/op. 21 he managed to preserve the
original atmosphere of most of the folk songs, but in two cases only,
he gave a strong military-like character to two originally soft and nos-
talgic songs (3) Ths texture is usually sparse, and modulations are
rarc and cautious, following the classical patterns. “A Sweet Dove”
is the example chosen, it is a well-known tune in which he preserved the
reode “Agam”, (F' major), but added light touch of Higaz (with aug-
mented Second) to the second sentence. The turn is exposed by wood-
witd (bassoon and flute) against a light pizzicato counterpoint from
sti‘ngs. After other statements, in the same mode, comes an imitative
coda, to wind up this little delightful piece.

Most composers of the second generation of nationalist, intercul-
tural tendencies, have been involved with folk and traditional idioms,
from different angles, some to provide their music with a specifically
Egvptian flavour, others went further, in attempting to derive the subs-
tance for their new idioms from them.

Of the first group Atiyya Sharara (1922- ), is an active com-
poser, who began his musical career as a virtuoso violinist in the eas-
tern fashion. He later turned to composition, writing mainly “conceer-
tos : two for violin, one for “Nay”. (the Egyptian reed flute, one [or
“QOud”, or lute, and lately a cello concerto. Besides he composed several
short pieces, another choral-orchestral getting of the mowachchah
Lamma Bada (of which we have just played the version by A. Khairat),
as well as an “oriental fantasy for lute and ganun” for ballet, ete. The
first movement of his second concerto for violin, is based on two con-
trasting folk thems, one a simple three-note moditif, and the second a
more melodious tune, The first comes from a crude song from the
south (i.e- upper Egypt), and the other comes from the delta area. The
second melody takes the upper hand, and soon after the introduction,
this melody is heard accompanied by an ornamented simple rhyth-
mic pattern, played by local percussion instruments, then it is heard
in numerous figurations and sequential treatments, from the violin and
the orchestra alternately, The musical texture is simple. But colour-

——

(3) “Atshan ya sabaya” and “Bafta hindi”..
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Technological advances have proved positive in giving the e.fforts
of collection, recording and documentation of folk music, a meaningful

push.

Field expeditions, audio and video recordings of songs and dances
for publication, were organized, starting with the fast-changing areas
such as Nubia, (before the Unesco's efforts to move the Abu Sinbel

Temple).
For the first time recordings of representative examples of folk
songs of different reglons were made available to scholars and compo-

sers, only from the late sixties.

Traditional music did not suffer from distortion or faking as in
the case of folk song, been it was looked down upon by the westerniz‘ed
intelligentzia, and neglected by the media. This situation was easily
reversed by the Ensemble for Traditional Music which revived the latent
spiritual relatiou to that heritage and achieved such a success that it
hecame the model for geveral other similar groups.

Different approaches to folk and traditional idioms in modern composi-
tion :

What we now call intercultural music began in Egypt with the
first generation of pioneers. around the forties.

Three main figures, a lawyer and an architect, and an agriculturalist
decided to make composition — in the western sense — their occupa-
tion. Youssef Greiss (1910-1963) Hassan Rasheed (1969), and Abu.
Bakr Khairat (1910-1963) were enthusiastic amateurs. We have here
to concentrate on one of them, the architect A Khairat, who played
an mportant role in the music of the country, by changing his com-
positional style to a national Egyptian idiom in the fifties and by
planning buildings the complex of art colleges known as the “Academy
of Arts”, but more important still, by his position as first dean of
the Cairo Conservatoire (1959-1963). Khairat’s interest in traditional
music producted two important works among others : the orchestral
choral arrangement of the traditional and old and anonymous
“Mouwachachah” (1) : Lamma bada Yatathanna. This was a landmark
for the first generation, and the new version was welcomed by au-
diences. thirsty for listening to their old classics in a modern treat-
ment, and when the new Sayed Darwish Hall was inaugurated in 1967,
this work was chosen for the opening gala concert, conducted by Charles
Munch.

The mode of this old song is “Nahawand” a scale similar to C
minor, but the rhythm is the complex 10/8 rhythmic pattern called
“Samaii thaqil”. B+2+24+3:

This pattern is heard at the beginning from two local percussion
instruments, then an original melody is heard from woodwind with some
stress on the typical augmented second of the mode “Higaz”, over pizz-
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sum up, his style reveals the musical bewilderment caused by the en-
counter with western music-especially when he used an arrangeur (2)
to harmonmize and orchestrate his songs from the forties. an attitude
verging on cultural surrender,

It was not until the mid-century, that the real value of traditional
and folk music, as a driving force in a cultural revival, was recognized
once again. Ironically cnough, it was the nationalist intercultural com-
posers — and not the monodic song composers — who became aware
of the need to relate to traditional and especially folk music, in their
efforts to create a new intercultural specifically Egyptian music, ex-
pressive of the national ethos. yet capable of being understood and ap-
preciated outside its originating country.

But when the tide turned, around the fifties, in favour of the indi-
genous idioms, were they still intact, authentic and available ? Although
bolh traditional and folk idioms regained their legitimate place in
Egyptian culture, the period of recession in the first part of the cen-
tury had its toll on them. Both idioms lost some — to put it mildly -
of their authenticity, because they had been threatened by a multitude
of influences, Infiltrating through the mass media, and also by some
unhealthy attitudes.

Let us look at the position of traditional and folk music around
the mid century i.e. the period of the risa of the first nationalist school
of composers and how did those idioms come to play a role in modern
Egyptian composition later.

A main spiritual and cultural change was the new awareness
around the mid-century of the value of the Egyptian musical heritage-
with its two components as the basis of an Egypian cultural identity.
The urge for self-assertion went hand in hand, with the struggle for
liberation and independence, prevailing since the second decade (the
1919 revolution) and culminating with the 1952 revolution, Thig climate
generated a real cultural revival, and two historical steps were taken
in that direction : a) the foundation in 1957 of a Centre for Folklore
(the first in the Arab world), b) the creation by the Ministry of Cul-
ture, of the State Ensemble for Traditional Music in 1967, in a bid to
preserve this valuable heritage, threatened under pressure from the
new trends the widely-spread commercial popular songs. These two
steps came as a “rescue operation”. because fast urban and eultural
developments were endangering folk music increasingly, Both frail
and delicate arts — formerly spread by rote — could not have resisted

for long, if it were not that “rescue operation” which turned the
tide. q

(2) Andrea Rider (a Greek), has his arrangeur, for several years,
until his death in the seventies. :
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duced by a master of traditional music : Sayed Darwish (1892-1923) a
proiific and greatly talented monodic composer. Audiences were en-
chanted with his vivid, true expressive vocal settings, the skilfull musi-
cal characterization — quite new to them — and the rich range of
feelings : patriotism, love, comedy and parody (with socio-political
inferences) drama and action. His great achievement was his ability
to expand the frontiers of traditional and folk idioms, by changing the
slow over-ornamented and repetitive (traditional) vocal style, expand-
ing its frontiers to embrace this throbbing living new music.

On his premature death, at 31, he had revolutionized the vocal
music, “within” the inherited framework of “monodic” music, and with-
out imposing any outer or western elements, or in other words out-
gide the domain of the yet unknown “Interculturalism”. He is regarded
as & national hero (1).

This revolutionary approach was not kept up after Darwish’s death.
Later monodic song composers iem, El Qassabgy, Zakariya Ahmad
and Riad El-Sonbaty, have left a valuable heritage in which the three
masters developed interesting features of traditional music always still
withia a monodic idiom, But the figure which dominated the Egyptian
musical scene in popular vocal music from the 3rd to the 8th decades of
the century, was Mohamad Abdel-Wahab (1902-1991) whose tendency
throughout his long and prolific career, was more to western music,
than to traditional or folk music. His far — reaching daring innova-
tions, demonstrate clearly the extent of the western influences infil-
trated in his essentially monodic music, such as : Latin American
dances (rhumba, tango etc.) — orchestral (brass and bass) instru-
ments, with a traditional ensemble (which he later developped into a
big quasi -— western orchestra of light music — a predominant tendency
towards major/minor scales, rather than traditional modes-quotations
(often literal) of motifs and melodies from the western classics (in-
cluding Beethoven’s fifth symphony ete.)

... .Ome of his most successful attempts in traditional forms is his only
“mawal” Fil bahr”, from “The white Rose” his first film.

His tremendous success owed much to his voice, and to his busi-
ness prowess. To some critics and musicologists. Abdel-Wahab’s
songs were a dangerous form of hybridization, a melange, and not a
blend, of two divergent musical worlds. To the public, in Egypt and some
Arab countries, he was the king of Egyptian music “Musician of the
generations !”

The tremendous popularity of his music resulted in a recession of
the traditional modes and most of the valuable complex rhythms. To

(1) The Egyptian national anthem was adopted from one of his
songs.
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TRADITIONAL AND FOLK IDIOMS
IN MODERN EGYPTIAN COMPOSITION

DR. SAMHA EL KHOLY

Historical survey: Traditional and folk music have been — until the
beginning of this century — the only musical fare of non western and
third world countries, The traditional music was performed, in Egypt,
for the entertasnment of the middle and upper classes, whereas folk
music was created and practiced by urban and rural lowed classes,
enjoying a healthy interaction with their public (as yet untouched by
alicn influences) traditional and folk music coexisted peacefully — with
no other idioms challenging them — developing their own lines.

This blissful state was strongly shaken when modern technologi-
cal advances and mass commumication media, brought to their very
thresiwld, widely diverging musical cultural influences. The resulting
encounter amounting to a collision, disrupted the natural relation of
the traditional and folk heritage with society, a disruption whose sym-
vtoms were present from the early decades of this century omwards.
When other forms of musical entertainment appeared, traditional and
folk-music were no longer cherished as the only valid idioms

One of the most popular genres dating back to the second decade.
was the Operetta, — as it was known then in Egypt — emerging ss
an offshoot of the new thriving theatrical movement. The operetta
was a lyrical play of a light comic nature. This genre was first intro-

* Second International Symposium New Intercultural Music. London, April,
1992.
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lished by Galal Ed-Din Rumi in Turkey
(13 ¢} called “Mulawiya”.

In the “Folklore Library”, Prof Dr.
Abdel-Ghani El-Nabawi El-Shal presents
an analytical review of Dr Hani Gaber’s
took entitled “Folklore and Field Work
Guide ... Introduction to the Study of
Material Culture Part 1”.

The book includes a variety of as-
pects enriching folklore studies and mak-
ing it a source of serious research. It
also presents a scientific method of re-
search for field workers.

* % %

Mr Shams El-Din Moussa, also, re-
views Prof. Shams El-Din El-Haaogagis
book entitled “The Birth of the Hero in
the Folk Sirat”. The book is a serious
field-work study of a number of Arabie
Folk Sirats. paving particular attention
to the birth of the hero-figure in the
“sirats”.

* % %

In the “Folklore Tour”, Dr. Kamal
El-Din Hussein reports the proceedings
of the International Symposium on Read-
ing for AW : Future Look, held by
“Egypt IBBY Section” in Cairo in
the period from 1st to 3rd June 1992.

Ten international experts were unit-
ed from IBBY, as well as representatives
of the supporting international bodies
such as : UNESCO, UNICEF, the British
Council, the Fullbright Commission and
the French Cultural Centre in Cairo etc.
In addition, ten Egyptian experts of
various specializations (among which

folklore formed an aspect), participated
in the sessions and workshops,

It is worth noting that GEBO has
published the Processings of this Sym-
posium in English and in Arabic lan-
guage,

In “Folklore Tour’, Mr Mousiafa
Shaaban Gad presents a review of the
M.A. Thesis submitted by Mr Ibrahim
Hussein to the High Institute of Folklore
in Cairo.

The thesis entitled “Folk Costumes
in Al-Wadi al-Gadid” has been accepted
by the comittee of examiners : Prof.
Dr. Aliaa Shoukri, Prof. Safwat Kamal
and Prof. Dr. Mohammed El-Gohari.
Prof. Dr, Hammad Abd Allah.

Finally, Prof. Dr. Samha El-Kholy
presents o study in English on “Traditio-
nal and Folk Idioms in Modern Egyp-
tian Composition”, which was read fo
the Second International Symposium.
New Internatural Music) in London April
1992.

Prof Dr., Samha ¥l-Kholy writes
that what is now called intercultural
music began in Egypt with the first gene-
ration of pioneers, around the forties.

Egyptian modern composers were at-
tempting to create a real synthesis of
the two musical worlds — Egyptian and
western. This survey of traditional and
folk idioms presented by Dr. Samha El-
Kholy sheds light on some representative
though differing attitudes and epproa-
ches existing in modern Egyptian music,
to folk and tradional idioms.
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rature”. He emphasizes the fact that
fableg are much older than thoss of Ibn
al-Muqaffa and Aesop. Fables had been
nerrated by Sumerians, and some of
them have been recorded during the reign
of Ur’s 3rd Dynasty in the last century
of the third millennium B.C. Fables had
also been known and spread widely
among the people during Babylonian
times.

Prof. M. Mekkawi, then, deals with
five fables. He comments, analyses and
comparesg various versions of these fables
objectively and comprehensively.

Dr, Waleed Munir writes about pro-
verbs : their forms and vocabulary. He
points out the fact that the word “Pro-
verb” in Arabic is derived from “simi-
lar to” and yet is sometimes used to ex-
press contrasts between one proverb and

the other.

He also discusses the problems of
rhythm and paradox in the construction
of the “Proverb — phrase”. It is worth
nating that the writer presents a lin-
guistic study of proverbs.

Next, Dr Mursi El-Sayed Mursi El-
Sabbagh discusses the relationship bet-
ween folk narration and literary narra-
tion. He, first, distinquishes between
“Formal literature”, ‘Vernacular litera-
ture” and “Folk literature”, He come
to the conclusion that folk literature is
the literature chosen by the people re-
flecting their collective feelings and play-
ing the role of art in life. ;

% % %

Prof.- Mahmoud El-Nabawi el-Shal
discusses the relationship between “Pri-
mitive Arts” and “Folk Arts”. He de-
fines *Primitive Arts” as being the forms
of production and expression made by
the primitive man in the earliest stages
of human life, It is through their deve-

AT 3Y

lopment and the accumulation of human
experience that “Folk Arts” come to exis-
tence.

Prof. El-Shal deals with various
types of folklore, pointing out the effects
of environment, time and functiong upon
them.,

Next, ‘Mr. Amgad Hassan Mansour
writes about “Egyptian Folklore in the
Cinema”. He deals with a number of
modern Egyptian films which were based
upon certain ballads and narrative songs
— pointing out the fact that folk narra-
tive can be considered a source of ins-
piration for the Egyptian cinema.

Mr. Mansour deals with films such
as “Hassan and Naima”, “Yaseen and
Baheya”, “Adham El-Sharqaui” and
“Shafiqa and Metwalli”, shedding light on
the differences between the original bal-
lads and their film versions. ,

Ms Wedad Hamed presents a field-
work study of the “Arab House” used by
the nomads of the North-western coast
of the Egyptian Western Desert. This
area includes a variety of towns and
villages where nomadic tribes have to
adapt their accomodation units to the
environmental conditions.

Next. Ms Manal Zaghloul writes
about °The Costumes of ‘Al-Tannoura”
Dance” which is a fragment of a study
written under Prof, Safwat Kamal’s
supervision. Ms Zaghloul emphasized the
concept of cultural continuity in folklore:
its connection with the past, andsuitabi-
lity to the present requirements.

The researcher has recorded the
kinds of costumes used during the “Al-
Tannoura” dance using illustrations and
photographs, This dance is related to
the old Darwish dance which was con-
nected with mystical movement estab-



THIS ISSUE

This Issue appears coinciding with the fourth death anniversary of
Prof. Dr. Abdel-Hamid Yunis — the founder of this periodical and one of
the great pioneers of the Arab and Egyptian Folklore mouvement.

Prof. Dr. Yunis developed the historic-literary trend in the studies
of Egyptian and Arabic folk literature, in dealing with the folk- sirat
between reatity and folk narrative as well as between the documented

history ana the oral stories of heroes.

Prof. Dr. Yunis has also explored various concepts prevalent in the
collective-intellect of the Egyptians, and the values of heroism and cou-
rage which form the Arab nature throughout history. His studies also
deal with folk-tales, myths aesthetics and folk creativity,

Mr. Ibrahim Hilmi — one of *Prof.
Dr. Yunis’s students — presents a study
entitled “Dr Abdel-Hamid Yunis : the
Knight of Folk-Sirat Studies” on Prof.
Dr. Yunis’s invaluable contribution to
the field of folklore studies through his
M.A. thesis about ‘“Al-Zaher Beibars Folk
Sirat” in 1947, and his PhD. dissertation
about “Al-Sira Al-Hilaliya” in 1950; as
well as his great role in placing folk Ii-
terature within Humanistic studies in the
Universities in Egypt and the Arab
world.

Prof. Dr. Ahmed Shams el Din El-
Haggagi confinues his study “The Pro-
phecy or the Fate of the Hero in the Folk
Sirat” in which he deals with the role
of inspiration. of astrology and ancient
books efc., in the life of a folk-sirat hero

and how far these aspects determine his
future.,

Thus, prophecy, in its various forms
— determines the hero’s life, leading
him to truth and goodness — reaching
a stage close to sanctity.

Prof. Safwat Kamal presents his
study on “The Classification of Folk
Material”. He uses the term “Type” as
the major term under which are classi-
fied *Patterns” and “Forms” followed
by “Units” and “Motifs”.

Prof. Kamal stresses the point that
the “Motif” is the main element in any

classification as the basic “Type” is the
“Archetype”. y

Thus, Prof. Kamal provides thsa
scholars and researchers with a concrete
method for studying folklore.

Next, Prof. Dr, Abdel-Ghaffar Mek-
kawi presents a study entitled “Debates
and Fables in Ancient Babylonian Lite-
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