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Then Gebril takes us to Hassan Abdel
Rahman El- Sharq’s exhibition which was
held in the Opera House from March 26
to April 3, 1993. El- Sharq is an Egyptian
painter who seeks, though his spon-
taneous style, inspirations in folkloric
epics. Here he got his inspiration from the
Epic of Abuzaid el- Helaly. He chose for
his exhibition the name” Abu Zaid El-
Helaly in the Opera House, which was
consistent with its theme. The review goes
beyond the present exhibition to intro-
duce a very lively portrait of the artist: his
work, activities and exhibitions other the
Opera’s.

The book review sections in this issue
presents two reviews. There is first a
review by Dr. Esam Abdallah of the
recent Arabic Translation of Poeple’s
Religious Beliefs by Dr Iman and revised
by Dr Abdel Ghaffar Mekkawy. The
Arabic Translation appeared in Al- Mari-
fa Series, Kuwait, 1993.

The second review is about Tawab
Yousef’s The Arab Child and Folklore,
published by El-Dar Al-Massriah Al-
Lobnanyah in 1992. This book, according
to the reviewer safwat Kamel. is indeed
an important contributicn tc the Arabic
studies in the field.
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The general nature of this art and its
bearings on fine academic arts can be
assumed from the diversity of its forms:
wall paintings, textiles, tentwork, etc. In
the past, folk arts were considered by
academics as inferiour. Yet those same
arts have their own distinctive place and
nresence in the whole domain of art.
Moreover, they came to be considered as
a Source of inspirations for academic arts.

Building on the conclusions deduced by
tae study, Prof. Salma undertook an
analysis of certain works, which she consi-
dered to emphasize the trend of the study
and reveal implicit aesthetics in the Egyp-
tians folk creations.

Following this, comes a literary study

oy Abdel Tawob Yousef on African Folk-
tales as a Soruce for Universal Children’s
Folk Stories, in which he sough to estab-
iish the importance of those Africans
tales, even though long neglected by the
Africans themselves. The author explains
how they found their way to Europe along
with other treasures seized from Africa by
western colonial powers more than a
quarter of million stories were reportedly
compiled and retold to enrich the art of
storytelling in the Western World.

The study presents new texts of Afri-
can tales translated into Arabic to add to
the repertoire which was in the past
‘ranslated by many a writer who were
'nterested in that field, particularly Kamel
£l Kelany.

The study indicated the Africans ex-
~lanations of the origins of the art of
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storytelling or how stories ‘“came down
from Heaven”.

In the new section An Interview With,
Samar Ebrahim seeks to explore the
relation between theatre and folkloric
epics the through interviewing a large
number of authors, critics, directors,
actors concerned with this issue.

In fact, there is a mutual area between
folkore and literature and formal or pri-
vate arts. It is a very rich area, either to
hunt for folkoric traditions to be formu-
lated into special litterary or artistic
works, or to seek inspiration in form or
content for such works.

The Tour of Al- Fonun Al- Shabiah in
this issue was made by Nadyah Abdel
Hady Al-Sinousy and Mohammad Osman
Gebriel. The former reviews a sympo-
siums held in Al-Balon Theatre on
Wednesday evening April 28, 1993 on the
30th anniversary of the National Folkloric
Dance Troup, as a part of a long program
of cultural symposia planned by the Sec-
tor of Folklore and Musical Arts, with a
view to extend more cultural services to
the broader public along with its artistic
activities. The symposium focused on folk
dancing on the map of Egypt. It was run
by Mr. Safwat Kamel, a lecturer on
folklore at the High Institute of Folklore.
He explained the various patterns and
types of folkloric dances in Egypt as well
as how and when they were traditionally
performed. He also underlined the role of
the National Troups in maintaining the
Egyptians folkloric traditions in that field.



ment of the sector, which has taken into
consideration the present circumstances.
He referred as well to the Sectors plan of
activites to be carrried out by its various
troups in and outside Egypt.

It comes next a study by Dr. Ebrahim
Sha’lan on ‘“Colloquial Phenomena of
Folk Proverbs: A linguistic study,” which
focuses on different collections of Egyp-
tians proverbs, ie, Ahmed Timor’s, Fai-
qua Hosein’s, and the auther’s. While
seeking to identify colloquial phenomena
through those collections, the author
analyzed texts without too much inter-
pretation so as to establish the etymology
of colloquial words, in search for con-
gruities and similarities between classical
and colloquial Arabic. He finally comes
to the conclussion that the spoken form of
Arabic (coloquial) has developed from
the written form (classical) as the collo-
quial tongue tried to tune the classical
strict linquistic constraints to its vocal and
lingual faculties and living conditions. As
a result, this attunement led to slight, but
noticealble, differences between the two
forms.

The study is introduced by a review of
certain views and attitudes in this field so
as to clearify the trend of this study, and
show that the issue goes back to the
earliest stages of lingustic studies. In fact,
it developed from the earliest etymologic-
al studies which were extensively carried
out in order to distinguish pure Arabic
words from crossbred and foreign ones.

Witthin the interest shown by the
journal inthe unpublished folkloric texts,
it produces in the section ‘“Folkloric
Texts” a new narrative melodic work
“Gad el- Moula’s Sons” Which was re-
corded and annotated by Abdel Aziz
Refat.

Then comes Dr. Hany Ibrahim Gabr’s
“Creation and the influential Factors
Acting upon Creative Inovations of Folk
Artists, Which expolres the aesthetic
sources of creativity in folk arts.

The study is based on the principle that
the process of formation in folk arts
should not be always considered in term
of plural views and absolute definitions,
but it should be rather considered in the
light of the fact that some works of art
reflect personal individual visions of the
artists. It is those visions that prompt
distinctive artistic creation and unique
achievements. This means that the artist
passed from the stage of unsophisticated
plastic stereotypes into deeper and more
elaborate froms.

In pursuing this approach, the study
underlines the different attitudes of both
traditional unsophisticated expression
and innovative artistic expression towards
the question of aesthetic values. These
values have different meanings for them
in terms of form and content.

Next, prof. Salma Abdel Aziz explores
the “Nature of Folk painting Aesthetics
and its influence on Arts”. Underlying this
study there is the fact that folk art
emphasizes society’s creative faculties.
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ideals as well as his literary and artistic
product.

The present study seeks to explain
differences and similarities between his-
tory and mythology since the early begin-
nings of this science until today. The
Study, as it is, is a serious contribution to
the development of historical methodolo-
gy, particularly in the field of socio-
historical studies. The writer, who is a
pioneer in this field in the Arab world,
sought to direct the attention of resear-
chers in the area of folkloric studies to
take heed of the historical background of
the artistic types to be monitored and
studied.
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As for Farauq Khorshid’s “Follkloric
Literature and the Age of Universal Com-
munication”, it is based on a certain point
raised at the symposium which was held
by the Egyptian Society of Communica-
tion for Development, and attended by
the National UNESCO Section, with a
view to formulate an Egyptian Program to
realize the goals of the World Decade of
Cultural Development.

The issue in Question is emphasizing
the individual cultural identities of
world’s peoples. The diffusion of sophisti-
cated and modern means of communicas-
tion has unceasingly catalyzed the fusion,
and even the elimination of such identities
to be replaced by a range of cultural,
behavioural and creatine values irrelevant
to the culture and values of, or even the
social progress of the developing
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societies.

Taking the Egyptian society as a typical
model, Farauq Khorshid uncovers several
factors which have deterred the docu-
mentation of its cultural heritage, let
alone distorting and misrepresenting it
more too often in modern times. Having
explained how the folkloric creative artist
grapples with those factors which he is
fully aware of, and what goals he aspires
to attain, the writer seeks to underline the
fact that it is the folkloric literature not
else, that represents the nation’s consci-
ence, maintains its unity and integrity,
and brings to it constantly renewed hopes.
This literature, however, has sufered,
under the impact of means of communica-
tion, much an alarmingly violent concus-
sion that it would undermine its entity and
put it in the danger of being lost forever.
Being the safeguard of people’s original-
ity and identity against deliberate liquida-
tion and elimination, it is imperative to
pay more attention to it and recognize its
worth and value.

On the 30th anniversary of the National
Folkoric Dance Troup, Abdel El- Ghaffar
Odah, who is resposabilities for the Sec-
tor of Folkore and Musical Arts tackles in
this article is based on the fact that the
sector bears heavyresponsabilitiesfor pro-
viding the broad public in and outside
Egypt with all sorts of cultural and artistic
services. Thus, it needs more attentions
and development.

In this respect, the writer reviews the
plan of adminstrative and artistic develop-



This Issue

This issue Comes out in Concurrrence with the
Conferment of the State Award of Merit for Art to
Abdel Salam Sherif, the great pioneer artist, in recogni-
tion of his superbly exquisite and diverse work, including
paintings, magazine and book layout, etc... Al- Funun
Al Shaabia had previously dedicated a special file to this
distinctive artistic product on his 80th anniversary.

As we Congratulate him on winning
such a prestigious reward, Al- Funum Al-
Shabia’s family express their deepest
appreciation for his valuable and creative
contributions to this periodical ever since
its first appearance in January 1965.

This issucopens with Safwat Camal’s
“Artistic Aspects of Folkloric Songs and
Mawwals”, which presents specimens of
songs, which he has Collected and re-
corded over 30 years, so as to illustrate
the patterns of Egyptian folk songs. He
Concluded his study with a narrative
mawwal, “Salmah and Soliman”, a good
example of this art in Egypt, that implies
a range of values held dear to and boasted
of by every Arab.
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Next comes prof. gasem Abdu Qasem’s
“Between History and Folklore”’, which
discusses the relation between history, as
a science, and the folkloric traditions, and
illustrates the dimensions of such a rela-
tionship. Although history was born fro, |
the womb of mythology, and developed
along with it, historians, up until recently,
disdained to use folklore as a source of
historical knowledge. With the staggering
progress in the field of historical studies in
the late decades of the present century,
researches have focused on all types of
inherited traditions in an attempt to
understand man within the context of his

social life and culrure, which reflect his
customs, practices, behaviour, values and
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