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parities between the two cultures, though synchronized, are more than simi-

Jarities or conformities.

He'believes that this disparity is manifest in various forms. But he focus-

“es here on the substantional difference between the Pharaonic and the An-

cient Iraqi literature and mythology as regards the concept of heroism and
the attributes which he has to acquire before he attains his distinguished po-
sition in the cource of the narration.

Abdel Wahab Hanafy’s study on Ashoura Festival in the region of
“Mout”?, in El-Dakhlah Oasis, in the Western Desert, “Ashoura Is by
Quades not Rice and Milk!”, is perhaps a significant step in this direction.
The study monitors the folkloric ‘pr-act:i:ce_ of this Festival in the above-
mentioned region. It reveals the similarities and disparities between the folk-
loric practices of the same Festival in Upper and Lower Egypt. Thus it sheds
light on the factors and reasons beyond such similarity and dispartiy.

-

There is also a feature on “El-Magrouna”, an Egyptian Folk musical
wind instrument, The writer, Mohammad Fathy El-Senousy, explains what
its place is among other wind instruments, why it is called so, where it is
used, and what its called there. He presents an accurate exposition of its
components and musical tones. He concludes that El-Maqrouna is an Arab /

~ Egyptian Bedouin musical Instrument.

In ‘El-Fonoun’s Tour’, there is an illustrated feature on “Cage Making in
the Egyptian Countryside”, by Dr. Aly Mohammad Mekkawy. In this sec-
fion there is also a detailed exposition by Nadia El-Senousy of the Sympo-
sium on the National Folk Music Troup. The Symposium was organized by
the Folk Arts Sector in the course of its program of symposia on the folk tra-

ditions.

In “El-Fonoun’s Library, Hassan Sorour reviews a recent translation of
Walter G’s Orality and Literacy The Book was translated into Arabic by Dr.
Hassan El-Bana Izz El-Din and revised by Dr. Gaber Asfour. It was pub-
lished in Kuait in Alam El-Ma’rifa,



There is a study of Yemeni folkloric literature, through the ritual of cir-
cumcision in Yemen, by Dr. Tala’t Abdel Aziz Abu El-Azm. He collected
his material from 1988-1992, while he was seconded to Sana University.
There he had an opportunity to get in touch with the Yemeni folkloric emo-,
tion for four successive years.

Thus his study was a true reflection of this emotion. He did not limit him-
self to study the folkloric literatare concerning the phenomenon of circumci-
sion, but he is also concerned with monitoring, describing and analysing its
elements. He sought to shed light on that phenomenon in such a way that he

could offer rich insights into the spiritual realm of Yemeni people.

In his study of the “Folk Kinetic Expression and Its Relation to the Other
Folk Arts”, which is based on the notion that the kinetic expression is zi lan-
guage similar to speech; since it has its own structure and contributions in
different types of communication, Dr. Farouq Ahmed Moustafa points out
the role of anthropology in this regard and the importance of kinetic expres-
sion, as it was established in a study of Paul Spenser, “Society ‘and kinetic
Expression” . He explains some physical movements, the function of kinetic
expression and its relation with legacy, and the influencial factors. of kinetic
expression. The study also describes and analyzes certain forms of kinetic

expression as reflected in “folk dancing” in El-Arish community.

In the section of “Folk Texts” Abdel Aziz Refa’t presents a folktale “El-
Shater Mohammad” (Mohammad the Clever”. Abdel Aziz recorded the sto-
ry in the exact dialect of the narrator. He added as well a glossary of the
words which would be difficult to the readers who are not familiar with that

local dialect.

Then comes a study of Hamdy Abu Kilah, “Pages From the Book -of the
Ancient Middle East, Gelgamesh and the Vision of Eternity”. It is an analyti-

cal study of the Sumerian / Akkadian cycle of Gelgamesh, in which the writ- -

er argues against the views which emphasizes the similarity between the
Mesopotemia. The author goes as far as stating that the differences or dis-
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that would show the extent tc which such beliefs were acting as tools.to sup-
port the society and justify its existence. Moreover they do not reveal a
background which sustains the idea of the existence of social control over
those beliefs. It appears that this deficiency that mars the sources is one of
the basic issues which researchers in this field seek to delimit at the present

Mohammad Omran’s “Religious Singing by Folk Singer — Sources of
Narration and Art of Performance , seeks to present an identification of the
folk regligious singer through his artistic material — musical and poetical —
and the specific attributes of this material. The multitude of musical topics
related to religion led to a variety of views about the position of this singer
and the framework of his topics. The author approaches his topic on three -
levels: the method of performance, musical instruments, and performer. He,
through these three levels and relevant techniques, poetical and musical rep-
ertoire, etc., reveals the extent and factors of change and consistency in the
field of religious singing in general, which allows us to be closely acquaint-
ed with the religious folk singer “El-Sayyit” through the various phases of
development of this art from the past until the present.

Professor Nabilah Ibrahim presents a study on “Artistic Dialogue with
the Legacy”, in which she sought to reveal the dimensions of this dialogue
within the Framework of a short story of Said El-Kafrawy, El-Gamal Ya Ab-
del Moula El-Gamal (The Camel “O” Abdel Moula, the Camel) which was
issued in a collection of short stories, “Satr El-Awrah” (Covering Pudenda).

Professor Nabilah Ebrahim undertakes in this regard an ahalys_is of the
story on several levels: the relationship between the dream and reality — the
intervention of voices in the narration — the language of narration. She con-
cluded her analysis with the result that Said El- Kafrawi succeeded twice in
the story: first he made us live within the heart of the folkloric tradition with
its methological and religious dimensions; second he accomplished the ulti-
mate aim of intertextualization, namely, extending the folkloric boundaries
with a view to give it a new significance, though this new signifjcance im~'
plies the creation of a dialectical situation with the folkloric belief, which
makes a thesis and antithesis relationship. L aggie



folkloric material should focus on.the context in which such material is per-
formed as well as on collecting the material itself together with the accom-
panying verbal criticism.

ThIS lS followed by Dr. Hany’s Ibrahim Gaber s “Htstortcal Cultural

conceptions and Its Role in the Rise of folk Plastic Symbolism”. It is based
on a well-established notion that the symbol, by its own nature, is apt to ac-

cret,lon and cultural adaptation in the course of its reaction to cultural devel-

opment over ages

~ Thus symbol accumulates significant accretions which are absorbed into
the collective memory. Then it, consciously or uncosciouly, reapears in folk
works of art. '

__In thl_S- line of thinking, the writer analyzes some works of plastic artists,
comparing between their symbolism and folk symbols with a view to uncov-

ering the historical development of such symbols.over the years.

Then comes a study “Folkloric Beliefs and Superstions, A long Neglected
Field of Folkloric Studies”, by the American folklorist Wiland D. Hand, in
which he focuses — in a rather evaluative tone ~ on the studies and collec-
tions -which were made in Europe and America, particularly the United
States. :

He does not seek — as he said - to carry out a survey of the studles in the
field of folklorlc behe‘ts and superstitions, but rather he aims at deﬁmng
scopes of study which still need exploratlon either in America or the United
States.

- The auther did not limit himself to define each scope, but he also pointed
out to the sources and documents which would be useful in studying '\the be-
liefs. and superstitions of certain extinct trades and activities which still
needs study.:He also drew attention to some-drawbacks in these sources,
such as its lack of information concerning the extent of holding such beliefs
and superstitions. Besides they do not provide us with explicit indications

Y
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tury, folklorists were satisfied of collecting folkloric texts and a minimum of
information concerning its sources and record dates to answer the various
theortical and methodoligical questions which were posed at the time in or-
der to reconstruct the past historically. This was due to the fact that folklore
was then regarded as fragments left from the past that could be reflected and
kept alive through tracing them. With the progress in the field of ethno-
graphical field, however, it became apparent that folklore reflects the past as
well as the present. Thus, the interest in collecting the context in, which

folkloric texts are told, was born out.

The interest in recording the folkloric context grew such extensive, for
the above mentioned reasons, that it partially outshadowed the interest in
collecting the folkloric signiticance or significations. But it appeared that it
is not always possible to assume the meaning(s) of folkloric material only.

This how Dandes approaches his topic. In this regard he suggested the
use of “verbal literary criticism” as an auxiliary term to render this meaning,
for as there are different mterpretathns in literary criticism of written works
of literature, there is a differért llterzﬁ'y criticism for every folkloric material.
One of the sources of such criticism is the folklore itself; there is a limited
number of folkloric cxpressmns on folklore from the texts of which we can
deduce verbal hterary criticism. Such folkloric expressions are calld by
Dandes metafolklore i.e. the explanatory folkore.

Adding to this source, Dandes points out to another source of verbal lit-
erary criticism — that is more explicit and, clear-cut than the previous one,
namely the explanatory or 31de comments added by the narrators m the
course of te]lmg stories or singing songs. Yet he considers both sources in-
sufficient to work out a complete and useful verbal literary cnt1c1sm Thus.
the compiler has to resort to other procedurces and methods, both strict and
systematic, (defined by Dandes) to déduce verbal criticism from-the ndrta-
tors and the audience. He thinks that'it-is necessary to continue'and repésit
such attempts in this regard becauseit is more likely that interpretations ase]
apt to change more than the texts: themselves. The future aim of colledtingo



This Issue

With this issue, El-Fonoun El-Shabeyah resumes its contact, through
translation, with Europian folkloric studies and researches — theoritical and
practical — of distinctive scientific solemnity. With a view to the fact that
scientific development, in any discipline, is the fruit of incessant efforts by
various scientists in different times, this periodical does not only aim
through this resumption at making such studies accessible to the Arabic
speaking researchers who may be unable to read them in their original for-
eign texts or may be unable to obtain such texts, but it aspires also to enrich

in general the folkloric study.

This issue opens with a study of the American folklorist Alan Dandes
“Metafolklore and Verbal Literary Criticism”, in which he attempts to ex-
plain how important that folklorists should draw out, actively, the meaning

of folkloric material from people and how they could do so. In the 19 th cen-
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