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In his article “Dramatic Folk Dance”, Dr. Ahmad Hasan Gom’ah, Dean
of the Institute of Ballet, sought to differentiate between folk dancing as per-
formed by common people and dramatized folk dancing. The latter has al-
most the same nature of the former, however it is more systematic and has
higher sophisticated techniques, i.e. it is composed of folk dancing gaits
which are practiced in such a way that they could be performed on the stage
before an audience. This mode of dancing has become a science based on
rules and fundamentals which are taught at all the international dancing in-
stitutes,

In the Tour of Fonoun Sha’beyah, Mr. Mostafe Sha'ban covered the 6th
Cairo International Experimental Theatre Festival highlighting the most im-
portant views and researches which were presented along its general theme,
which was this year “Folk traditions and the Experimental Theatre”.

Mrs. Nadyah Abdel Hamid Senousy offers us a glimpse into the work of
the international painter Mohammad Sabry through a very rich interview
made during his last exhibition from 15/11 to 3/12 1994.

A review of the International Symposium on Creation in Islamic handi-
crafts is presented by Mrs. Safeyah Helmi Hosain. The symposium was ar-
ranged among the events of the First International Festival of the Handi-
craftsmen of the Islamic States, which were held from 7 to 15 October 1994
in Islam Abad, Bakistan. Mrs. Hosain reproduced as well an abstract of her
paper presented to the symposium, “The Traditional Handicarfts in Egypt:
Creation and Problems Development”.

The journal continues this issue, and in the coming issues, to publish oth-
er parts of the valuable bibliography, prepared by Dr. Ibrahim Shalan over
many years, of folkloric material in the Egyptian National Library and El-
Azhar Library down to 1968. El Fonoun El-Sha’beyah hopes that this work
will serve all scholars and researchers who are interested in studing the
Egyptian folklore. It also hopes that the bibliography will help them to un-
cover the origins and characteristics of the Egyptian and Arab folk tradi-
tons.

The journal begins in this issue with publishing the scientific introduction
made by Dr. Ibrahim Sha’lan to explain his work and system in arranging
his bibliographical material. It is followed by a small part of the index of
folkloric literature and colloquial varieties as an introduction to the rest of
the bibiography which will be published in parts along the coming issues.

We welcome any feedback concerning the bibliography and extend our
deep regards to the bibliographer, for the efforts and time needed to achieve
such a work, and to the readers for their suggestions and responses. '
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This is followed by a study of Mr. Mokhtar Swaify about the “Festival of

the Nile Innundation As the Oldest Known Festival in History." In his article.
the writer refuted the old controversial tradition that has been attributed to
the Ancient Egyptian, i.e. the habit of sacrificing a beautiful virgin to the
river every year, because human sacrifices had certainly disappeared long
before the establishment of the Old Kingdom in the Pharaonic Period. Mr.
Mokhtar Swaify reached a conclusion that the human sacrifice fallacy,
which was first mentioned by the Arab historian Ibn Abdel Hakam in his
“Frwouh El-Beldan”, was either told to him by one of those dragomans who
tried to impress their clients with fantastic, but imaginative stories, or in-
vented by Ibn bdel Hakam himself in an attempt to defame the pagan past of
Egypt in the eyes of the Egyptians to attract them to the new faith.

This is followed by a study of “The Festival of Rifaii’s Mulid”. The writ-
er. Ibrahim Helmy, investigates the genealogy of Sidi Ahmad El-Rifaii, the
founder of Rifaiyah way (a sufi group). Ahmad El-Rifaii thought that people
were chained by the shackles of matter, and the only way to free their souls
from their physical confinements was to acquire spiritual purity. The article
describes the ceremonial procession which is held cvery year on 20 Ragab
of the Arab Calendar in Qala’h Quarter in Cairo on the occasior of his birth-
day (mulid).

Dr. Gehad Daoud contributed a study about “Employing Folk Music in
Children's Movies”, in which he underlined the importance of folklore in re-
flecting the national character and promoting the national identity. He also
explained the significant role played by music throughout childhood and its
various age groups, and how music has become so involved with cinema
that we may expect to see a film without talking (a silent movie) but we can
not imagine a film without music at ail. If we consider that 70% of the chil-
dren watch regularly children’s cinema programs on television, we can im-
mediately understand how children can be easily influenced by films. Con-
sequently folk music can be used in cinema in a good way, that would aspire
to achieve artistic and pedagogic goals towards preparing the future genera-
tions, particularly, after the tremendous revolutions that have happened in
communication and the exchange of information. These developments, on
the other hand, would lead to dissolving the national character and identity,
which would leave the ficld open to certain powers to impose their model on
others. This can be avoided through promoting and strengthening such na-
tional tendencies.

AT
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The starting point from which Mr. Farouq Khorshid tackles this issue is
“The Voyage of Sindbad”, which reveals that sindbad has constantly, been
regarded in the West as an adventurous sailor. This image, however, was
certainly influenced by the traditions of piracy in the West. Thus it has noth-
ing to do with the true character of Sindbad nor the atmosphere of the Arabi-
an Nights. The author introduces us to the literary and cultural treasures of
this famous collection of stories and discusses the views of the European
scholars about them.

In the following study,”Some Proverbs”, Shawky Haikal states that
while literature may be divided on linguistic basis into classical or formal
and colloquial, this can not be held true for proverbs. Proverbs, in his view,
are a linguistic and intellectual product of every people based on their gener-
al and common experiences. Thus a proverb can not be regarded as a prod-
uct by an individual, but it is a common creation. Then he discusses the
word “Mathal™ (Proverb) in Arabic, and compares its meaning with those in
other foreign languages, especialiy English.

He also discusses the proverbs mentioned in the Holy Quran as well as in
the other Arab literary works. The article attempts to analyse the literary val-
ue of this genre.

The issue also contains a translation by Ahmad Ammar of an article
which studies the tendency to retelling the old folk-tales in new individual
version. This literary phenomenon resulted from the appearance of many
scientifically recorded folk-tale collections and numerous rigid researches in
that ficld. The writer discusses also the relation between folk-tales and chil-
dren’s literature as well as its relation with the new media such as: radio, tel-
evision, cinema, cassettes etc.. He analyses the problems of visual presenta-
tion of folktale, and how the Ttalian fascism (and other totalitarian regimes)
sought to exploit folk-tales to promote its ideology among children.

In his study “Romanian Folklore: Methodology and Practices”, Dr.
Hany Gabr exposes certain scientific trends which have practically formed
the Romanian approach to science and reseach, particularly as regards the
relation between folklore and cultural and social anthropology. The article
also explains the Romanian system of collecting and studying folk tradition.
The writer introduces the reader to many Romanian leading figures in the
field of folklore and anthropology and compares their methods with those
adopted in the west.



This Issue

This issue contains a number of various studies. Mr Safwat Kamal begins
with a discussion of “The Study of Flok Creation”, focusing on certain fun-
damental issues, including: the methods of studying the items and phenome-
na of folk creation are as different and various as their nature and the means
of expression through which they are reflected. Those methods of research
are connected with governing or guiding theories as well as methods of us-
age or appliance, in accordance with the development of the means of re-
search in the field of theoretical and applied studies. The study explained the
importance of questionnaires as a scientific means of objectively collecting
the material and elements of a research. The article also discusses the pro-
cess of creation and its diversity through numerous variables.

This is followed by Farouq Khorshid’s “A New Reading of Arabian
Nights”, in which he attempts to explore the reality of the cultural and intel-
lectual movement to which we owe our existence. He sought as well to un-
cover why we had forgotten the significance of the cultural resources of that
movement and why we had forgotten that the western culture was essential-
ly founded on the greatest achievement of our Islamic civilization all over
the whole spectrum of science, knowledge and art in general.
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