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without any modification or commentry except for a few explanations of the
unfamiliar words.

Mohamed Fathy Essonousy presents a collection of 30 common proverbs
in the region of the North-Western Coast in Egypt. The commentry defined
the specific usage of each proverb and explained the unfamiliar words.

In the field of folkloric plastic studies and the materialistic culture, Dr
Hany Gaber presents a study about the traditional architecture and the in-
fluence of the personal type and character in creating a specific con-
temporary national style of architecture. The article maintains that the tradi-
tional architecture is a product of an interaction between knowldge,
experience and continuous experimentation, as well as the ever increasing
living and security requirements. The traditional architecture, in the writer’s
view, with its local materials and its special interaction between solids and
voids accentuate the harmonious nature of the local architecture and unite it
with the environment.

In a study about costumes in the New Vulley — one of the studies pre-
sented in the First Folklore Symposium ( we plan to publish the rest of them
in the following issues) — Ibrahim Hosain describes and analyses the dis-
tinctive type of those costumes and their characteristic decorative ornaments
and exopses their function and asthetic values.

Ibrahim Helmy reviewed thoroughly the proceedings of and the papers
presented at the First National Folkore Symposium, organized by the Su-
preme Council of Culture from 17 - 22 Decembre 1994, along with the ac-
campaning folk shows and side meetings.

In the library section, Ibrahim Kamel reviews Mohamed ibn Mohamed
ibn Al-Mo’iz “The Glarious victories of Al-Bahnasa”, and sheds light on the
life of the author.

The journal proceeds to publish anthor part of the folklore bibliography
of Dr Ibrahim Shalan , which offers to researchers a huge number of refer-
ences and documents which would be of great help to them in their work.

Finally, the journal, being a fruit of collective work, invites with pleasure
once again all specialists and those who are interested in the folkloric stud-
ies to contribnte material. Such collective efforts are always needed to re-
veal the characteristics of folk creativity which constitute a living kind of art
in its cultvral contexture.



the significant changes and developments generated by the new communica-
tion technology and the expected scientific advancement in the coming cen-

tury.
The writer, finally, raises a last question: should we expect to develop a
multi-national folklore. This study, when presented to the First Folklore

Seminar, raised other questions and debatesd, that require a special seminar
on the future of folklore in a changing world.

In a lengthy study about the relationship between the medical traditions
attributed to Prophet Mohamed, modern medicine and folk medicine, Dr
Mohamed Ragab El-Naggar sought to define the true nature of those tradi-
tions.The article approaches the subject in an impartially scientific spirit and
reached the coclusion that these medical traditions of Prorhet Mohamed are
a kind of folk medicine that respect the precepts of Islam and avoid the in-
decent practices of sorcery and witchcraft. The article underlines as well the
important cffect of faith in curing some psychosomatic ailments. This spir-
itual effect is a significant distinction between those types of the folkloric
medical traditions.

In an article about Wahb ibn Monbeh, Dr Morsi El-Sabagh studies the
life of that imminent Medieval scholar who ranks among the pioneering re-
searchers in both fields of social and folklore studies.

Dr Walid Monir chose an ancient text from an old book about love trag-
edies,“Masri’ El-Oshaq” or “Lovers’ Deaths ”. He tackles that text through
an analytical study based on three levels: wonder, humour and wisdom.At
the end of the article Dr Walid explores the question of how the folkloric
imagination philosophizes life, and how it unites different levels of ex-
istence into a joint structure. In a special study of the ceremonial burning of
dolls in the Carnival of Valencia, Dr Tala’t Shahin monitor this fantastic tra-
dition which takes place at the midnight of the 19th March every year.

Anothor study focuses on a certain folk game in the Egyptian country-
side — “Is the Waterbuffalo still a Mother?”. The study aimed at exploring
the significant role of this game, which is played by boys and girls together,
in the social upbringing of the child.

Ibrahim hafez publishes a folk tale, “ the Beauty and the seven Grooms”
— a text collected from an old story-teller, Om Essaid Yasin, a peasant wom-
an from Abu Zahir Villege, Shebin, Daqaheyah. The text is published in row
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He made from El-Funun El-Shaabia a school of art, where many young
artists were apprenticed at his hand. More recently, Mohamed Qoteb, a well-
known painter and a faithful disciple of Abdel-Salam Sheri, joined him in an
effort to produce this periodical in the best possible shape that is worthy of
its important cultural content and message.

From its very beginning, this journal has opened the door to all cultural
tendencies related to folklore. Its articles tacle wide range of folkloric crea-
tivity in and outside Egypt.

It is intented to dedicate a special issue to celebrate the thirtieth an-
niversary with the aid of the Folklore Committee (c.c.) of the Supreme
Council of Culture.The C.C. raporteur, Farouq Khorshid, has set up a sub-
committee entrusted with the task of planning and recommending ideas for
the celebratien of the anniversary.

This issue contains an article by Farouq Kharsbid,”Welcome to the Thir-
tieth Anniversary”, as a prelude to the intended celebration, and as a per-
sonal gesture of happiness on the part of Farouq Khorshid for the nonstop
continuation of this periodical, which has contributed much to the folkloric
studies: defining conceptions; coinage of terminology; raising cultural and

artistic issues relevant to our heritage and traditions.

This issue also contains a translation of an article, which was first pub-
lished in 1966 in the annual journal,”Polish Ethnography ™ by the Polish
orientalist Teresa Pfabe, in which she reviewed the first issue of this period-
ical, that had appeared in January1965.

Mostapha Sha’ban presents an overview of the contents of El-Funun El-
Shaabia over the past thirty years, followed by a brief bibliographical anal-
ysis of its material.

In this issue, the journal begins with a study of Dr Ahmed Aly Morsi
about the folklore and culture in the future , focusing on the question of ter-
minology. The article highlights the need of a national project that would
protect our national identity and culture. The writer underlines the fact that
any effort to visualize the future requires a critical approach in studing our
heritage in general.

The article raises important questions concerning the position of local
cultures within the universal framework of modern culture in the light of



This Issue

This issue marks the thirtieth anniversary of the journal (January 1965).
They were years of hard work and perseverance. Our aim was to establish a
genuine intellectual organ in the contemporary Arab and Egyptian are-
na.This issue brings me back to those old days when we were a group of
young researchers motivated by ambition to prove our ability and by a sense
of responsability towards our Arab and Egyptian culture.We were aware of
our duty to reveal the values and characteristics of our thousand-year-old
traditions which constitute a part of the wider circle of world cultures and
which have absorbed over the years various traditions from other cultures
through a process of cultural interaction — a fact that highlights the unity of
knowldge.

We used to meet in a villa at 4 Shagrat Eddor St., in the heart of the beau-
tiful island of Zamalek. This small group of young researchers was led by a
prominent scholar, Dr Abdel-Hamid Yunis. Not only was he well-versed in
the Arab folkloric studies, but also he was a prominent figure in the Arab
movement of Enlightment. In the light of the then emerging nationalist ten-
dency, he could perceive the vital role that would be played by the Arab folk
literature in melting the whole Arab world in a cultural and emotional unity.
Through this journal, he souht to prepare a new generation of folkloric re-
searchers, who could pursue such a noble message.The design and lay-out of
the new journasl were entrusted to Abdel Salam Sherif, a prominent artist,
who has efficiently undertaken this task up until now.
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