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termination du caractere du peuple égyptien, il dég-
age, de ce caractére, les principaux traits suivants:

Amour des beaux-arts dd au genre de vie; re-
cours 2 la chanson et a la mélodie pour oublier les
miseres de chaque jour; refoulement de la sexualité
sous I’influence de la religion et des coutumes; par
des exemples, ’auteur montre les effets de ce re-
foulement et remarque que souvent I’expression ér-
otique est accompagné d’un sentiment d’affection et
de sympathie bienveillante.

Les événements historiques, 1’état de servitude,
I’abaissement du niveau de vie ont empreint }’ame
égyptienne d’un caractere de fatalisme et d’abandon
au sort. C’est a ce caractere, trés visible dans les
chansons, qu’est dii I’abaissement de la capacité de
production du peuple égyptien. Un autre sentiment
trés visible est celui d’in fériorité; d’ou tentative de
compensation par 1’expression de sentiments d’hos-
tilité et d’aggressivité vis-a-vis de la force publique.
Enfin prépondérance des sentiments dé détresse et
de tristesse, des expressions de douleur, expressions
de révolte et de désespoir a la fois.

AANDA A

Résumé

PSYCHOLOGIE DU PEUPLE EGYPTIEN
D’APRES SES CHANSONS POPULAIRES

Par

Mohamed M. El-Sayyad
Lecteur de Géographie a la Faculté des Lettres,
Université Fouad Jer. Le Caire

Comme contribution a la Psychologie Eth-
nographique, L auteur essaye de dégager les grands
traits de la psychologie du peuple égyptien d’aprés
ses chansons populaires. Il ne s’agit pas de celles
langées par les chansonniers, mais de celles, non
écrites, qui se transmettent oralement dans les vil-
lages et les quartiers populaires des grandes villes.

Apres avoir montré l'influence du rythme et de
la mélodie sur la mentalité populaire (cris des marc-
hands ambulants etc...), il divise I’Egypte en quatre
régions: le Delta, la vallée, le Fayoum et le Sinai,
d’apres, non le contenu de la chanson, mais du ryth-
me et de I’instrument musical utilisés. Puis ayant
montré 1’importance du régime agricole dans la dé-
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Al-Funun Al-Sha’bia reviews a book entitled: The Field Work Guide
for Folklore Gatherers, written by a group of researches and introduced by
Prof. Muhammed Al-Gohari. Muhammed Hassan summarizes its first part
in three main points:

(1) Contributions in the field of Arab folklore studies in Egypt.
(2) The place of this book on the folkloric map.
(3) Differences between field data gatherer and field researcher.

This issue ends with “A Biblliography of Folk Heritage: Folklore-Book
Lists in Dar Al-Kutob and Al-Azhar up to (1968),” by Prof. Ibrahim Ahmed
Sha’lan.




plete index of Al-Funun from its first issue to the 45th, i.e. from January,
1965 to December; 1994,

We have published in other issues a number of folk texts from Nubia,
Siwa, Al-Wadi Al-Gadid, Sinai and Al-Wahat. In this issue, we introduce
“Kaf Al-Arab”, an art of Tahawi-Arabs in Sa’oud, Sharqgia governerate. As
the author, Al-Tahawi Sa’oud puts it, “Kaf Al-Arab is an art of this tribe. It
is an oral text which is said on certain occasions with certain rites (mostly
weddings).” Sa’oud describes these rituals, and explains their diverse voca-
blary and expressions. He concludes with the text of Magrudat Al-Arab.

Miral Al-Tahawi provides specimens of verse songs sung in Kaf Al-
Arab, that she collects. She explains their meanings and significance, and
starts with describing the place and the pattern of kenship. Describing the
ceremony, she writes, “They choose moonlit evenings for their weddings.
They are held outdoors, mostly outside the house, preferably a sandy spot
without plants. The Kaf row stands in half a cricle or a long line. They wave
flags and hum a song till AL-Basha or Al-Bay or Al-Haggala comes out.
She is usually a black woman.... Poets recite.” With this folio we stress the
importance of collecting field material, and the value of texts published in
Al-Funun Al-Sha’bia. The journal welcomes any field study or or collected
texts, provided they should be accurate and well-documented.

In this issue, Dr. Salma Abdel Aziz continues her study: “Folkloric Vari-
ations on Time and Place in Plastic Arts.” The first part, published in the
last issue, was an analytical reading of various texts based on painting in the
village of Salua, near Kum Umbu, Aswan. In this section, she discusses “the
effect of the creative folk movement as an expression of time and place, in
the work of some artists who used this style and were inspired by it. Their
folk inspiration is very clear in their work.”

There is an interview with Prof. As’ad Nadim (part-time Prof., High In-
stitute of Flok Arts—Academy of Arts) corcerning his scientific project, his
theortical and methodological speculations, and the experemental projects of
‘applied folklore’, on which the project of Al-Mashrabia Institute is based.
The interview includes a discussion of his method in administrating Bait Al-
Soha)';mi project. The interviewer, Hassan Sorour concludes with Prof. Na-
dim’s views on culture, art and folklore.

YeA
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Al-Sha’bia (Egypt), Folk Heritage (Iraq), some special issues of The
World of Thought (Kuwait), Al-Funun Al-Sha’bia (Jordan), Heritage
and society (Palastine), Waza Bulletin (Sudan), Sudan Folklore (Sudan),
Al-Ma’athurat Al-Sha’bia (Qatar). Helmi writes, “An overview on the
mapof folklore periodicals shows that it is poor and inadequate. Only Egypt,
Iraq and Jordan are interested. Al-Ma’athurat Al-Sha’bia, published by the
Folklore Centre of Gulf States, is a special case. Periodiclas in Sudan, and
cultural communication between Arab states and periodicals of Iraq and Jor-
dan have stopped.”

Dr. Hany Ibrahim Gaber’s “Material Culture, Plastic Arts and Al-Funun
Al-Shaabia” discusses the place of plastic arts and material culture in the
journal since its beginning. “On the other hand, the periodical has not disre-
garded the geographical dimension of plastic arts and material culture. Tt
published many studies devoted to provincial areas of special individual so-
ciological characteristics.”

Dr. Gaber adds, “This journal is very special and is particulary close to
the Arab Egyptian spirit, and to Egyptian culture, originating far back in its
history. It is worthy of all facilities and equipment to continue its good
work. It is really more than one journal in once, called Al-Funun Al-
Sha’bia.”

Muhammed Qotb, the artist gives us the factual experience of the journal
in his article, “The Dream: Experience and Notes.” It combines memories
with practical experience, as he puts it; it is a reminder of the works of Ab-
del-Salam Al-Sharif, providing notes on the practical aspects of publishing
a cultural journal that are really worthy of discussion. They include every-
thing from the cover design to the graphics and illustrations.

Farag Al-Antari, the researcher on music deals with the music section of
Al-Funun in all its issues. He expounds the statistical significance of music
topics in the published articles and researches in their chronological order,
according to “the usual classification applied to all branches of folk music,
categories of musical instruments and other trends.”

Mostafa Sha’ban Gad, the bibliographer continues the index journal. In
this issue, he gives a detailed index of the Nos. (1992-1994). It is a continua-
tion of what has been published in issues 27,28,38,39. We now have a com-



li, the language of south India. He wrote many studies of Indian and south
Asian colklore, and follected a tremendous number of folk tales.” The cho-
sen study was introduced in the Seminar of Indian Folklore (1980), after rec-
ognizing Ramanujan as a folklore specialist and a distinguished poet..

Dr. Ghazual draws also on the importance of the critical side of theory,
and the understanding of scientific projects in their right context.... “Propp-
took a ‘scientific’ interest in the past, Gramsci an ‘ideological’ attitude to-

wards the future, while Ramanujan an ‘aesthetic’ one in the first place. Ra;”

manujan’s deals with the present and the relation between the two ends of a
literary work: its creator and its reciever.”

On the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the journal the board had
decided to devote a whole issue to its celebration, but on second thought we
have taken into consideration the right of the reader. Instead, there will be a
number of successive articles in every issue. The first of which is Prof. Mah-
moud Zohni’s “The Journal’s Contribution to the Cultural Scene”. It points
out the role of the journal in the field of folklore, discussing: What is cul-
ture? What is education? What is communication? What is the role of folk
arts in all that? Prof. Zohni concludes, “The journal is well-aware of its mes-
sage, and its effective cultural role in addition of being a help for researchers
and students. Though it is a somehow difficult task, the periodical has suc-
ceeded in keeping a balance. The fact that folk arts are popular and close to
the ordinary reader was a great help. Folklore provides a need of the ordi-
naf‘y reader as much as the specialist. This is why Al-Funun takes into con-
sideration — more than any other specialized journal— that it is an organ of
culture as much as —or even more than — a specialized journal.”

An article by Prof. Safwat Kamal introduces a famous piece by Prof. Ab-
del-Hamid Yunes: “Abou Zaid AL-Helali in the University”, which was
published in the university-magazine, al-Hadaf. Kamal’s introduction is fol-
lowed by a copy of Prof. Yunes’ article. “The publication of Al-Funun Al-
Sha’bia in January (1965) and its continuation—inspite of an interruption in
1971 and re-publication in 1987—is an affirmation of its leading role in es-
tablishing a place for our folklore in the heritage of humanity. Folklore is an
expression of human capacity for appreciating beauty in the course of every
day life,” Prof. Kamal said.

Ibrahim Helmi reviews the Arabic periodicals of folklore: Al-Funun Al-
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which folklore is a part. Dr. Al-Sayed writes, “Songs were originally an ex-
pression of personal or individual feelings. Gradually, they came to express
national feelings and collective emotions. This accounts for their popularity.
Every individual can find something that expresses him in those songs. They
represent national character, and are a means of judging it. Modern history
can use them to shed light on the main characteristics of a certain nation and
its psychology. They even influence its sociological history”. The author
continues, “This study is ‘preliminary’; it neeeds more research in the study
of folk songs according to the latest theories of modern psychology. It is a
‘preliminary attempt’ to interpret the psychology of Egyptians through their
songs. This is our reaction to the call of Prof. Amin Al-Khuli in the first
number of this periodical to ‘those who represent the psychological school
in studying literature and its history. Songs are an important genre of litera-
ture, even a prominent one”. Dr. Al-Sayed discusses the Egyptian fondness
for singing. He divides Egypt into four imaginative musical regions. Various
topics and terms are reviewed: fondness for singing, musical regions, rural
mentality, suppression but...!!, fate and destiny, sense of inferiority, true
feeling. The general conclusion should bear further study.

Dr. Ferial Ghazul’s paper : “Theory of Folklore: A Comparative study”
was first introduced in the first conference on folklore, of the Higher Concil
of Culture and Arts. It stresses what is offten reiterated: “The researcher on
folklore should start and end with the ‘field’”.

Dr. Ghazul tackles three approaches to theorizing in the field by three
well-known figures: the Russian researcher, Fladimir Propp (1895-1970),
the Italian thinker, Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937), the Indian poet, A.L. Ra-
manujan (1929-1993). She reviews their ideas and terminology.

Dr. Ghazul writes, “Propp’s study with which I am going to deal is enti-
tled: “Speciality of Folklore”. It was first published in the periodical of Le-
ningrad (1946). Propp had spent twenty years on research, and writing on
the Russian folk tale and its transformations, origins and developments....”

“Gramsci, the Marxist philosopher wrote on folklore when he was in pris-
on. He was a member of the Communist party. His writings are the output of
his mature thought and speculations of his political experience. She contin-
ues, “The Indian poet Ramanujan published his poetical works in English
and in Kanaian, his mother-tongue. He translated classic poems from Tami-
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This Issue

“Psychoanalysis and Folklore”, written by Ernest Jones and translated
by Ibrahim Qandil was published in No.43 of this journal. It raised several
questions concerning the relation of psychology and folklore. In other
words, it drew attention to the possibility of using psychology in interpreting
folk heritage.

This subject has already been approached in the forties and fifties by im-
portant Egyptian writers in a number of periodicals. This issue of Al-Funun
contains an article by Dr. Muhammed Mahmoud Al-Sayad entitled: “Inves-
tigating Egyptian Psychology through Egyptian Songs,” first published in
Psychology, Vol. I, 2,1945, an important periodical which had its impact on
the cultural scene in general and psychological studies in particular. Its edi-
tor was Prof. Yussif Murad (Prof. of psychology, Fu’ad I-now Cairo Univer-
sity). The article is introduced by Dr. Ahmed Mursi, who provides a general
background of scientific trends in the study of folklore, and the interest
shown by many anthropologists in Egyptian folklore.

The study investigates the relation between the individual self and the
collective self of the society as a whole, as regards human creativity of
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