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ment. It points out that the Russian literary sane has not overlooked
American folklore in the past twenty five years

Prof. Hany Gaber’s study is entitled “Structural - Analysis and Prac- -

tical Aesthetics of Decoration”. It follows the development of the art
decoration from Ancient Egyptians, passing by the Coptics and ending
with Islamic architecture.

The following essay is “Applied Folklore in Ancient Nuba’s Expe-
rience and the Future of Siwa” by Gawdat Abdel Hamid Yussif. It de-
fines applied folklore as the making use of Folk Arts in practical
fields. Yussif draws on the experience of Hasan Fathi, the pioneer in
this field. He concludes with three specimen from Al-Nuba, illustrat-
ing the two stages of application: recording and inspiration.,

Prof. Iz Al-Din Isma’el Ahmed discusses the mutual effects be-
tween African and European cultures in his essay, “Interrelations be-
tween African and European Arts”. He points out the influences of
Negros’ culture on Europe, especially in plastic arts, arguing that Afri-
ca is not that dark continent as viewed by the West.

Hassan Sorour interviews the dramatic director, Abdel Rahman Al-
Shaf’ai. He talks about Al-Nile Group, dramatic folklore and other is-
sues.

Ahmed Mahmoud reports the events of the conference of “Lan-
guages and Traditions in Middle East and Northern Africa,” held in
Podapist (18-22 Sep., 1995). It discussed many issues including the di-
alogic of Arabic language, some linguistic problems, females and cir-
cumcision, eating dogs’meat and many other issues.

Tawfiq Hana reviews Speculations in Ancient Egyptian Art by
Louis Bagter. Hana thinks that the main object of the book is the idea
that there is a continuity in our culture in spite of the seeming other-
wise.

Mostafa Sha’ban Gad reviews the academic studies in Egyptian
folklore in 1995. These includes four M. A. theses by Ibrahim Abdel
Hafez, Hana Na’im, Tareq Yussif Ibrahim and Atef Mostafa Ali.

This issue ends with the sixth part of A Bibliography of Folk Heri-
tage: folklore-book lists in Dar Al-Kutab and Al- Azhar up to 1968,
by Prof. Ibrahim Ahmed Sha’lan.
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dies she will not come out for four months, wearing white dresses. A
maid is responsible for bringing her food and other needs, but she is
not allowed to talk to her. The widow is called monster (Ghoula). Af-
ter a certain period, a crier announces that the monster is going to take
a bath in Ain Tamousa in the morning of a certain day. Everybody is
confined to his house or whatever till she finishes and goes home. Af-
ter that she proceeds with her ordinary life, and can even find another
husband.

Abdel Hamid Tawfiq Zaki presents a study in the techniques of folk
performance, in relation to folk tales, Punch and Judy, folk games, the
Zar and folk instruments.

Mohamed Hasan Abdel Hafez provides a text of “Pilgrimage
Songs”, collected from Asuit as pronounced by the Rawi(s) and sup-
ports it with illustrative notes and commentries.

Mohamed Fathi Al-Snosi provides specimens from bedouin poetry:
Al-Magruda, Swab Khalil, Al-Alam Songs, Al-Shatwa and Al-Ahwad
Sayings. These are also provided with illustrative notes.

In concluding this part we repeat our invitation of researchers as
well as ordinary readers to contribute with folk texts, provided that
they are well documented.

Prof. Gihad Dawood classifies the musical instruments of Egyptian
folklore according to Horn Postel-Zaks’ classification in an attempt to
found a basis for other researchers in the field. '

Ibrahim Sha’rawi explores some folk songs, sung by children in-
cluding Nat Al-Habl, Papa Gai Emta, Ali Eliwa Yalli and Rilla Prilla
Prill Lila.

Ra’fat Al-Dowairi presents his translation of two tales, researched
by A. K. Ramanojan. The first is entitled Tell the Wall your Problems,
and the second is The Untold Tales. Ramanojan thinks that there is a
kind of folk tales about the origins of this genre, which he calls “meta-
folklore”

“Russian Approaches to American Folklore” by Robert B. Klai-
mash is translated by Ibrahim Qandil. The essay discusses Russian in-
terpretations of American folklore, and their obvious political commit-

~ -



THIS ISSUE |

This issue of Al-Funun begins with Prof. Solomon Mahmoud’s “In-
vestigating Folk Magic: Solomonian Folklore”. It expounds our socio-
cultural background from a folkish perspective, throwing light on so-
cial and cultural syntheses and their impact on our supernatural
beliefs. Prof. Mahmoud draws on four themes taken from Solomonian
Folklore: |

1. The Seven Solomonian Commitments and Om Al-Sobian.

2. Solomonian oaths and spells in conjuring up spirits.

3. Solomon’s ring and its myths.

4, Solomon’s lamp of disobedient genii.

The study investigates their rituals and their indications.

Ibrahim Kamel Ahmed’s “The Impossible Embrace: Marrying De-
mons to Humans between Science and Fiction” reviews common tales
of marriage between humans and demons, and The Aribian Nights’
tackling of this theme, especially in the Haseb Karim EI-Din Tale
which begins from the 460th to 524th night. The article points out also

.the scientists’ opinions of this subject, like Al-Gahez, Al-Shabi and
Al-Razi, not overlooking its treatment by.the Rawis.

“The Dumb Widow-Monster of Siwa”, by Saber Al-Adli explores
the rituals of the ‘widow-monster’ and its origin, “When her husband

1Y
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