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by Ahmed Farougq, traces back the development stages of folk tales. It begins with India,
passing by many countries such as China and Turkey, till it comes to Egypt, paving spe-

cial interest to The Aribian Nights.

Ibrahim Abdel Hafez documents The Tale of Al-Shater (Clever) Hassar from Abou
Basal, Bilgas, Al-Dagahlia. Ahmed Tawfiq documents another text from Al-Akrad, Al-

Fath, Asuit.
Ra’fat Al-Dowairi continues his translation of Ramanojan’s with three folk tales.

Prof. Torahim Ahmed Sha’lan reviews three M A theses from Algeria, discussed in
the Institute of Language and Arabic Literature in Al-Qostantinia university (6-20
March).

Samia Deyab reports the confercnce on “Beirum  Al-Tonsi and Problems of Col-
loquial Poetry”, held on the 23rd till the 26th of March in the Supreme Council of Cul-
ture on the 35th memory of Mahmoud Beirum Al-Tonsi.

Nahed Shaker Mohamed reports the puppet gallery of Sitham Ali Milad, held in the
hall of plastic arts in the Opera House from the 10th till the 20th of April.

Ashraf Mohamed Kahla describes the pilgrimage graphics in villages and districts, as
a kind of expressing people’s consciousness.,

Mohamed Hassan Abdel Hafez reviews The Story of Arabic Wonders: Saif Bn Zi Ya-
zan by Sa’id Yaqiin. This book is an invitation of researchers to work on our heritage.

Shams Al-Din Mousa reviews Engraving in Bani Hassan’s Tombs by Prof. Sayed
Al-Qamash. This book points out the important role played by ancient Egyptian engrav-
ers in depicting the social life of ancient Egypt.

This issue ends with the seventh part of Ibrahim Ahmed Sha'lan’s A Bibliography of
Folk Heritage; Folklore Book Lists in Dar Al-Kutob and Al-Azhar up to 1968.

In concluding, Al-Funun Al-Sha’bia repeats its invitation of researchers as well as or-
dinary readers to contribute with studies, and folk texts provided that they are well doc-

umented.
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folklore because they inspired many folk tales. Bowaric discusses the relation between
those folk tales and the raids documented by early Moslim historians such as Mohamed
Bn Ishaq and Mohamed Bn Omer Al-Wagdi. He also illustrates the epic characteristics
in them, arguing that these tales play the same role of the Sirats in our history.

Ahmed Swailm’s “The Sirats in Childern’s Literature” introduces some of the Egyp-
tian writers who made use of the Sirats in their works. Swailam proceeds, pointing out
that the Sirats could be adapted for children taking into consideration the understanding
and interests of their age. He concludes with Antara as an application of his study.

Abdel Ghani Dawood’s “Al-Helalia Sirat on the Stage” traces back the theatrical ad-
aptations of Al-Helalia Sirar. Dawood begins with Aziza and Yunis, written by Beirum
Al-Tonsi, performed by the Egyptian Group of Acting and Music (1944-5), musical
composition by Zakaria Ahmed and directed by Fatouh Nashari. He reviews other
works from that period till the present, discussing some related issues such as form and

content, and heritage and adaptation.

“The Language and Structure of the Sirats”, written by Danuta Madyeska and trans-
tated by Mohamed Abdel Rahman El-Gendy, is a study of four Sirats: Antara, Bani He-
lal, Zar Al-Hema and Al-Zeer Salim. Madyeska argues that these four Sirats are better
fromed and arranged than other Sirats which appeared later. Their themes suggest some

relation or mutual influence between them.

Mohamed Hassan Abdel Hafez provids a text about the brith of the hero in Sirar Bani

Helal, with a glossary of difficult words.

Al-Funun Al-Sha’bia re-publishes the interview with Prof, Abdel Hamid Yunis by
Farouq Khorsid, originally published in 1985. This is an indication that Prof. Yunis, pi-
oneer of folklore studies still exists among us through his important contributions,

Abdel Aziz Ref’at begins folk tale studies with “The Vitality of Folk Tales”. He
argues that folk tales are renewed continuously by the very act of their narration. Folk
tales differ from one rawi to another and from one occasion to another, depending on

their motives which determine the path of narration.

In the following study Prof. Shaker Abdel Hamid discusses the role of folk tales in
educating children’s sense of beauty and art. He argues that tutors, therapists as well as

parents could make use of this in educting children.

“Folk Tales in Near, Middle and Far East”, written by Volar Brothers and translated
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This Issue

This issue is dedicated to two subjects: the Sirats and folk tales, any of which needs
more than one issue to cover, but it is our policy to give chance to as many researchers
as possible in all fields of folklore to participate in Al-Funun Al-Sha’bia, especially that
most periodicals in the field have stopped. This increases our responsibility and com-

mittment to function as a channel connecting the Arab World.

This issue begins with the Sirats’ studies. The first is Prof. Mahmoud Zohni’s “A
Plunge into the Consciousness and Unconsciousness of Antara Bn Shadad’s Composer:
An Analytical Study.” It provides an outline of the Fatimat period in which Antara was
composed, pointing out the different reasons and circumstances which led to selecting
the story of Antara in particular from the bulk of other stories of chivalry. Prof. Zohni
traces all motivations, sources, modifications, adaptations, uses of metaphors and other

aspects of this version, showing the skill and keenness of its composer.

The following study is Prof. Guivani Kanova’s “The Tale of Al-Zeer Salim and the
Origin of Al-Bahlawan”. Al-Bahlawan is a group of gypsies living in Upper Egypt.
They are different from other similar groups in their technique and performance. They
think themselves descendants of Gassas Ban Morra whom Al-Zeer Salim slaughtered in
the end of Al-Basous War, revenging his brother, Kolaib. Al-Basous War was between
the tribes of Bakr and Taghlab; after which Al-Bahlawan, as they think, were scattered
by order of Al-Zeer Salim. There is no reference of Al-Bahlawan group in any of the
written texts of Al-Zeer Salim; Prof. Kanova thinks that it is important to document the

text which mentioned them.

Prof. Medhat Al-Gayar’s “The Function of poetry in Sirat Al-Zeer Salim expounds
the function of poetry in Al-Zeer Salim and its effect on the rawi as well as the audience.

Abdel Hamid Bowario’s “Raids as Folk Tales” argues that Islamic raids are a kind of
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