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Mohamed Abdel Wahed continues his study of the oral heritage of Al Hawsa people.
This time he discusses some tales from Al Hawsa influenced by The Arabian Nights,
like Dudu, The Thief and the Magical Door, The Boy who Refused to Walk and No
King but Allah.

Ra’fat AL Duwairi translates A Tale Looking for an Audience; an Indian folk tale trans-
lated into English by A.K. Ramanojan, and from English by Ra’fat.

Marwa Al Esawi reviews Mona Kamel AL Esawi’s M.A. Thesis “Aesthetic Cha-
rateristics in Folk Plastic Construction”, a field study in some villages of AL Munufia.

Hassan Surour interviews the founder of Ezpat Tunnis school of crockery, the Swiss
artist Evelin Borei, the first graduate from the school and the Egyptian artist Rawia Ab-
del Qader. ‘

Mameduh Abdel Alim reviews Samih Abdel Ghaffar Sha’lan’s thesis for a Ph.D.
“Traditions Connected with Bread as a Sign of Cultural Spots”.

This issue ends with the tenth part of Prof. Ibrahim Ahmed Sa’lan’s A Bibliography
of Folk Heritage: Folklore Book Lists in Dar Al Kutob and Al Azhar up to 1968.

In concluding, Al Funun Al Sha’bia repeats its invitation of researchers as well as or-
dinary readers to contribute with studues and folk texts, provided that they are well doc-

umented.
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Said Khamis’s study “Al Muwashaha and Al Zagal: From Al Andalus to Egypt” dis-

~ cusses the different social and political circumistances which inaugurated those two

arts in Al Andalus and then Egypt and other Arab countries. Khamis explains in detail

the origin of the Arabic language in Egypt before the taking over of Islam, and its con-

flict with coptic language after Islam. However, the Arabic language prevailed and con-
sequently the arts of Al Muwashaha and Al Zagal.

Shawqi Ali Heikal’s “Ramadan in the Arabic Language” traces the origins of the
word “Ramadan” in our language. It is mainly a linguistic study which aims at defining
the word semantically, grammatically, pragmatically, etc.

Dr. Shawgqi Abdel Qawi’s “Celebrations of Ramadan from Al Walis’ Period to the
End of Al Mammelukes’” is a descriptive study of Ramadan’s celebrations as repre-
sented in the writings of those periods. They were often formal celebrations because

writers were interested in rulers rather than the public.

Dr. Khairi Duma translates Velmus Vouget’s essay “Towards a Theory of Genres in
Folklore”, It discusses previous theories and how they can be developed. As a conclu-
sion, it provids a general strategy divided into certain levels. According to Vouget those
levels should be taken into consideration when studying folklore. They are the be-

ginning towards forming a theory of genres.

Ali Afifi translates Alan Dundas’s essay “Decrease Supposition in Folklore Theory”.
Dundas analyzes this supposition, and elaborates on the hypothesis which suggests that
the golden age of folklore was in the far past. The best example is the belief that folk-
lore is transmitted descendently; consequently it decays as time passes. Dundas refutes
this and other similar theories arguing that folklore is eternal; there has always been
folklore and it will.

Abdel Aziz Ref’at’s “Change in Musical Folk Story” is a formal study. Ref’at refutes
the theory of the stagnant form of musical story by analyzing just two texts. He argues
that its form is susciptible to change because it is always narrated by different Rawis.

Mohamed Hassan Abdel Hafez provides a text of Al Taghriba or the journey of Bani
Helal to the west. He gathered it from Al Nekheila, Abu Tig, Asuit. A glossary of am-

biguous expressions is supplied.

Ahmed Mohamed Hassaﬁ’s study is about horseshoe making with illustrations.
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This Issue

The lack of a well classified study of our folk heritage has its negative impact on
multi levels. As a contribution in the field Al Funun Al Sha’bia continues its role in de-
veloping a recognition of the great importance of folklore and its prospective role in our
society.

Farouq Khorshid begins this issue with a review of Yussef Al Sharouni’s With Her-
itage. The book tracks the recurrent stories in our folklore trying to find a link or con-
nection bentween them or to relate them to one (or certain) source(s). It also points out
the difference between folk tales and other tales written by professional writers, and
why both genres are usually intersected. Illustrations are taken from Kalila and Demna,
The Arabian Nights and the Sirats to denote the difference between folklore as an ex-

pressive art and literature as an impressive one.

Dr. Al Said Ahmed Hamed’s “The Magical Formula” studies talismans, amulets and
other magical formulas. Its main reference is the material gathered by the Egyptian ar-
chaeologist, Ahmed Fakhri in Luxor, 1934 which combines fifty texts. Other sources of
ihe study are amulets and letters sent to saints and holy men which extend from the far
past to the present. The article is mainly a linguistic study aiming at explaining the con-
notations of amulets and posing them as a means of a certain kind of communication.

Ali Fahmi’s essay is a sociocultural study of the Egyptian Mulid, differentiating be-
tween it and the Mulids of other Arabic and Islamic countries. He argues that Egypt had
known similar celebrations and ceremonies before the introduction of Islam in it. Those
early celebrations are beyond the distinctive and unique flavour of the Egyptian Mulids
of today. Fahmi, then, proceeds to discuss the various themes of the Mulids and how

writers can employ them in their creative works.
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