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The third entitled « Introduction to
Folklore » by Osman El Ka’ak, issued

by the Iraqi Ministry for Guidance,
Baghdad 1964. The book is an attempt
by the author to study folklore, its
foundation, elements, national origin,
and subjects. He also reviews the sour-
ces of the Iraqi folklore arranged in
alphabetic order.

MAGAZINE REVIEW

By
Ahmed Adam

The author reviews an essay by
« Serimati Lilatanka » entitled « Songs,
Dances and Music of the Chinese Folk-
lore ». He makes mention of many of
the Chinese folk songs pointing out to
the large number of musical instru-
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ments on which the Chinese play, ap-
proximately 130. He also mentions
some of the popular singers and musi-
cians, and dancing traditions closely re-

lated to the theatre, which are inf-
luenced by the Chinese creeds. He also
deals with of a few operas depending
upon popular legends for subjects.

The other essay by « Sri H.D. Meh-
ta » deals with the folk song in Su-
rashetra, an Indian village. Both arti-
cles are from the « Robalinga Magazi-
ne » issued in New Delhi. The author
speaks about the famous folk songs in
this village. He gives as examples the
Bahagan, Berma Kitigita, Garba, and
Rasa songs, also celebration songs,
cradle songs, Ekdoha and El Kawali
songs. These songs are characterized
by their shortness and simplicity.



men are fond. Men prefer a lion tatoo
on the back of the hand. Women pre-
fer the « haleel » tatoo on the brow, ro-
ses on the sides of the mouth, and the
« houifer » long strips on the chin, and
different tatoos on the palms up to the
wrist, and on the feet.

SINAI
THE CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS

By
Tulba Rizk

The severe nature of Sinai — its
barrenness, aridity and hilly terrain —
has lent a genuine bedouin character to
its population. This character is truly
reflected in the following qualities and
traditions :

— Love for freedom and nomadic life.
— Close family ties.

— Respect for the elders of the tribe
and their counsel.

— Generosity and hospitality.

— Respect for honour, honesty, and
women’s chastity.

— The spirit of chivalry and bravery.

— The tradition of revenge.

— Tracking.

— Interest in costumes, fashions and
women'’s make-up.

— The typically bedouin meals, con-
sisting largely of barley, maize,
wheat and rice, together with meat,
butter and milk.

— Great power for enduring hunger
and drought.

— Wedding, circumcision and other
celebrations. '

— Interest in poetry, music and danc-
ing.
— Tatoo and cautery.

— Burial and mourning traditions.

— The belief in superstitions, omens,
evil eye, and charms.

The writer deals with these cus-
toms and traditions, citing several
examples of popular songs sung on dif-
ferent occasions associated with them.

THE FOLKLORE LIBRARY
By
Ahmed Morsi

The writer here reviews 3 books
on folklore. The first entitled « Spot-
lights on Folk Narratives » by Farouk
Korshid, issued by the General Egyp-
tian Organization, under the Cultural
Library series.

The author tackles the different
evidences, which prove that the Arabs
have known the story-telling, the
news tellers and narrators a long time
ago. It is answer back, to those who
have condemned the Arab literature of
being devoid of the narrative art.

He also reminds the people, of the
value of the Arab folklore narratives,
and their being the true reflecting pic-
tures of the Arabs. He gives as exam-
ples the stories of « Antara Ben She-
dad », « Seif Ben Zi Yezen » and < El
Amira Zat El Hema ».

The second book entitled « The
Baghdady Oaths » by Sheik Galal El
Hanafy, issued by the Nahda Publish-
ing House, Baghdad.

The book is divided into 20 parts.
Each part deals with one of the various
forms of the « Baghdady Oaths ». Ad-
joined to the book are several supple-
ments for different authors, dealing
with the « Al Helia, Mousilia, Al Ema-
ria, Al Haithera, Al Sameraia, Al Kar-
belaeia, and Al Nasseria oaths.

11



the rarest Arabic manuscripts as well
as documents from the Kaliphs and
‘Waleys’ to the monks. Among. this
collection there was a peace document
with the Prophet’s seal, written by
Omar Ibn El-Khattab.

Historians puzzled over the name
of Sinai since it was not mentioned at
ail in the Ancient Egyptian scripts.
They used to call it ‘Khast Mefcat’ or
‘Dormefecat’ i.e. the Mountain of Tur-
quoise. The land of Sinai was also
sometimes referred to under the name
of Piado’ which means mines. Possibly
the name of ‘Sinai’ has been derived
from the word ‘Seen’ which was the
name of the Babylonian moon god that
was worshipped in many parts of west-
ern Asia including Palestine.

COSTUMES, FASHIONS
AND ADORNMENT IN SINAI

By
Dr. Osman Khairat

A great number of bedouins live in
Sinai, and are of simple appearance and
costume. A bedouin wears on his head,
the « Agda » a turban of white cloth,
with its tip dangling on his back ;
wound around it is a black wool «ogals
called the (mareera). He wears a
white cape, a leather belt, with a dag-
ger « the shebreya » hung on the left
side. In winter he wears a red or black
cape of sheep wool.

The bedouin woman wears two dif-
ferent, long black costumes. One with
ordinary short sleeves. The other asso-
ciated with wedding celebrations and
other occasions, of long triangular
shaped like sleeves, wide at the top, and
narrow at the ends.. They are tied at
the back, so that she can work easily.

The women show great skill in em-
broidering their clothes They adorn
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the sleeves, the front part, the sides,
paying special care to the back part of
their dress. It is variously named, for
example « Al Mekas », « Al Gisan »,
« Al Galada », « Al Bezra », etc.

The bedouin woman pays special
care to her hair. A girl plaits her hair
ordinarily ; while a married woman
add sa few more plaits tied with red
embroidered ribbons

She has eight long thin plaits,
hanging over her brow and tied at the
sides to the large plaits. She covers her
head with a large black embroidered
veil « the Kena'a or Kharga ». A girl
wears 2 red veil adorned with silver
coins and shells. A few small coloured
golden coins adorn her brow increas-
ing every year, until they make up
three small lines, as a notice of her
reaching the age of marriage. Being
married she takes off this part and
wears a veil.

The eastern bedouin women cover
their faces with the «b