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for precise and elaborate methodology and for
focussing on specific cultural and artistic
traditions of Egypt, and on the elements of
continuity in contemporary Egyptian arts. IN
the same section, prof. Abdel Ghani Al-Nabawi
holds a comparison between the Amoun and
Abo Hagag festivals with a view 1o uncovering
signs of historical continuity between them
within the space of luxor temple. Prof.
Al-Nabawi compares between what was
conveyed by hieroglyphic inscriptions or
ancient Egyptian writing and what foreign
references had to say about the temple of
Amoun. He also outlines the procedures,
customs, traditions and beliefs associated with
the festivals, He also illuminates the literature
on folkloric studies side by side with the direct
practical experiences based on filed work.

Near the end of the tour, Prof, Saleh Abou
Muslim presents a descriptive account of the
French muscum of folk arts and traditions as
one of the most significant French contributions
in the field of folkloric studies. After world
war I[ (1945), specialists became aware that
French folk arts and traditions are falling into
oblivion as a result of the industrial and
technological changes in all domains of life.
Hence, they endeavoured to set up a museum of
folk arts and traditions which in primarily
concerned with the collection and preservation
of French oral tradition and presenting them
according to the latest sophisticated methods.
The museum was thus a product of extensive
studies conducted by many specialists in the
fields of folklore and ethrnography.

In the folk art library section, Proj. Tawjik
Hana presents an analytic review of “The

Wonders of India”. the book was ediied by
Yousef Al-Sharouwni, and originally written by
Barzak Ibn Shakrayaro the book was originally
published by Orientalist Van Derelict who
introduced it to the sixth conference of
orientalists (1883-1886), and it was them that
Michel Delik undertook to translate it into
French. The authorship of the book goes back
to the fourth century of Hegira where it was
rendered in the conversational language of the
people of the Persian Gulf. The diction of the
book resembles that of “The Thousand And
One Nights"” where there is a curious mix of
standard and colloguial languages. The book
contains tales in which the real overlaps with
the mythological. It belongs to travel literature
and abounds in the tales of travelers and their
curious stories and accounts of the wonders of
India.

Last but not least, Hasan Sorour presents a
review of Prof. Safwat Kamal's book “From
The Myths of Creation And Time”. The book
is based on varied anthropological and
ethnographic materials. It tackles the concepts
of creation, symbol, time, art, ant the fields of
belief, customs and tradition, folktales and
material culture. These are key concepts in
primitive thought which reflect man’s
visualization of his existence and the existence
of nature all around him. Such concepts
combine the realm of imagination as as it gets
actualized in literature with folk practises.
Sorour's review is thus based on a study of four
axes in Kamal's book, i.e., Myth: A study of
Meaning, Symbol and Systems, time and
Culture and Cultural Exchange.
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Egyptian proverbs. One of the findings of his
study is that folk proverbs have been so
structured as to fulfill certain linguistic
functions such as the ideational function, or the
ideas conveyed by the proverbs, the
transactional function, or the relation between
the sender and the receiver of the proverb, and
the contextual function which implics that the
prover is formulated in accordance with the
circumambient circumstances. The proverb is
thus proved to be a form of daily speech in
which the pause figures prominently. The pause
serves as a yardstick by which the dexterity of
the proverb sender is measured. The sender of
the proverb might make a pause where it is
necessary to make a pause or might make a
pause without necessity.

Dr. Kamal Al-Din Hussein conducts a study
about “Folk Tradition and the Gifted Child”
in which he handles the concept of the talented
child from the perspective of 'popular culture.
He also investigates the manner in which folk
community defines and recognizes creative
talent in a child. Dr. Hussein tackles this issue
through his analysis of two expressive forms of
folk literature, i.e. folk tale and folk proverb
which play an important role in recognizing and
finding out talented children.

In previous issues, Al-Finoun Al-Shabia
has been concerned with one of the most
significant issues of folk tradition, i.e. drawing
inspiration from creative folk litcrature on the
part of modern creative artists and literary
figures . Many contemporary artists relied and
still rely on the reservoir of folk tradition. Qur
magazine offered a number of informed studies

Y¢y

dealing with inspiration in mon-verbal arts (e.g.
plastic art, music, etc) as well as in modern
literary genres, From this issue onwards, we
will publish testimonies by creative artists who
will autobiographically trace the relationship
between folk tradition and their own mental
make-up. Folk traditions came to influence
their artistic and. literary output rather heavily.
In such testimonies the creative artists
endeavour to detect in themselves latent and
sub-consciences elements of folk life such as
tales, songs traditions, beliefs and social
practices which influenced their daily lives and
their works. We start this convention by
publishing three testimonies. The first is by
movelist and short story writer Mohammed
mostagab and is entitled *“While Fix”, and the
sccond is by plastic artist Adel Al-Siwie and is
termed “Self-Divided Soul”. The third
testimony is by poet Mohammed Suleiman and
is termed “The Sea Did Not sleep So That 1
Might Become a Millionaire”,

In the popular arts’ tour section, Prof.
Suafwat Kamal reviews an MLA. Thesis
entitled”. The Effects of Subsequent Cultures
On The Ornamental Elements in the Egyptian
Ouses” presented by Salhar Ahmad Ibrakim in
July, 2001,

The thesis was conducted under the
supervision of Prof. Hoda Abdel Rahman AL
Hadary and Prof. Hoda Sedki Abdel Fatah and
with the membership of Prof. Seham Zaki
Mousa and Prof. Aly Al Sayed Qotb. Prof.
Kamal emphasizes the fact that the candidate
has won the approval of the board of
discussion. The board gave the candidate credit



study, Dr. AL-Sisi analyzes diverse forms of
local folk verse in Al-Gabal Al-Akhdar.,

Dr. Ibrahim Abdel Hafez translates Roth
Fenegan’s study about the same topic under the
title “Oral verse”. She handles the issues of
oral verse according to a number of axes.

1. Definition of oral verse and sctting it
within its proper limits,

2. Presenting some accounts of how it
was composed, transmitted and
performed and considering some
suppositions of methods which have not
been detected in cultures where oral
verse abounds.

3. Shedding light on formalist features of
different poetic genres, particularly in
Eurpeon poctic traditions.

4. Outlining some techniques and
performance contts and the function of
oral verse on certain social occasions,

5. Offering a vision of topics lor future
investigation.

In the domain of folk beliefs, fbralim
Kamel Alimad contributes an account of some
popular Egyptian beliefs in a study entitied:
“Rummaging Through A Heap of
Superstitions”: A Glimpse of Egyptian
superstitions. In this study, the research -
worker counts on many traditional resources
side by side with recent studies. He tackles a
variety of topics about Egyptians superstitions
and superstitions befits such as the beels
related to the sending of messages, such as
messages 1o saints, to dead people, to the Nile,

ete. The study examines other Superstitious
beliefs such as belkicfs concerming mules,
bats, venctian sequin, columns of the mosque
of Amr, the temple of Ekhmen, the miracles
of sheikh Aly Al-Khawas and sheikh
AL-Mabtbi, Yagog and Magog, the double
and other supersitious belefs.

Ahmad Sokarno Abdel Afiz presents his
translation of chapter eight of John kenndy's
book “Rites of life in Nubia”. The chapter
tackles the rites of circumcision and mutilation
in nubia, particularly in regions of The Diwan
and Abo Hor Knnedy presents a detailed
analytic description of the rites of male and
female genital mutilation and analyzes the
symbolic values inherent in such festive
occasions. Kennedy relates circumcision to
marriage and discusses the psychological
repercussions of circumcision, particularly in
females, during the the various stages of their
life, Kennedy particularly notices the changes
which came over this rite and relgates them to
social and cultural changes which the Nubians
had to go through,

Prof. Ibrahim Al-Desouqi writes about the
pause in falk proverb, The pause is O term
employed in linguistic, phonological and
psychological studies to denote a shorts top
during speech which frequently occurs before
units conveying special and important
information, or, conversely, units of less
importance. As a speech phenomenon, the
pause is a phonological feature having to do
with the manner in which certain utterances are
yoked together during enunciation Dr,
Al-Desouqi applies pause forms to colloquial
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Bevitte”: The Shrewd peasant” and “The
Tale of Hans And His Sister Greta”,

In the nest study Rafat Al-Dewiri continues
his translation of Rama Jan's *The Indian
Folk Tales”. In this issuc he presents five tales
representing some regions of india under the
title “Night Dreams, Day Dreams”. The tales
tackles the dream element which is shone by
the title of each tale: “Timaly Rama’s
Dream"”, “Dream Banquet”, “In Seurch of A
dream", “Jo Pal Behar suffers In 4 Dream”,
*“The Trash Collector Dream”,

The next two studies take us from the ficld
of folktale to the realm of folk verse Masoud
Showman offcrs us some specimens of folk
verse in halayb, Shalatin and Abo Ramad.
The majority of these verses belong 1o the tribe
of Ababda which is famous for poetical
fecundity. No occasion passes, such as wedding
or work, without being accompanied by some
recitation of byrics sung to the tunes of local
rhythms.

In his study “Poetry, A Province of Ruin:
Folk Epic (Sira) And The Problem of
literary Folk Genre”, Mohamad Hasan Abdel
Hafiz raiscs a number of issucs related to oral
folk cpic and the problem of generic
classification. “Through brainstorming, the
reserach - worker hits upon Paranomisia as an
aspect of gencric catigorization. It thus
represents an act of writing with which the
writer is obsessed, This obsession is imposed
by a conceptual change brought about by the
very act of writing. Elements of this change are,
the creative individual, the the text, the reader,
the act of decoding. It is conceivable, the writer
maniantains, that paranomomisia - if it is 1o be
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enlisted within the domain of generic categories
- needs new conceptual items consistent with it
nature such as the narrator, the narration, the
marratee, the oral act, the oral sign, oral
communication, local concepts, etc. The study
secks to uncover incompatibility between
written genres and reality with a view 1o
tanscending it in the future and recognizing as
vital and independent genres. The study also
records the analytic and in - fleld efforts which
provided a busls for the reconstruction of the
study or oral genres of oral narratives, while
taking into consideration the terms, concepts
and local meaning, such efforts would rely on
performance contet and elements, The
research-worker round up his study by
compiling an appendix of Al-Hilaya narrative
as recounted by folk narrators in southern
Assiout.

Dr. Hani Al-Sisi presents an introductory
study of folk verse in the desert of Al-Gabal
Al-Akdar. The study represents certain desert
regions which bies 1o the east of Libya. In
these regions, verse gives expression to the
psychological, social and doctrinal aspects of
the libyan individual. At the same time, verse is
an expression of the political and social aspects
of the community as a whole. Verse is a typical
example of folk poetic genres belonging to the
Nomadic Arab emvironment in general. The
study tackles some issucs raised by desert folk
verse, such as the issue of spoken and written
languages, foreign loan words. occurring in
texts and their signification, the difference
between nomadic folk verse and the bedouin
folk song designated as “Ghanawi Al-Alm”
(songs of knowledge). Near the end of his



the prevention of infantile discases which are
believed to occur and be caused by invisible
supernatural creatures (c..g. Jinn, afreets
{demons), evil spirits, ctc. The study also
tackles the serious damages which are believed
10 the caused by the exercise of the evil eye.
The study also stresses the change which has
come over the collective consciousness
concerning the effect of invisible supernatural
forces. The reserach-worker relegates this
change to the effuct of recent modern stientile
technological Inventions on collective thought
patterns and social behaviour patierns.

The next study has the cofTin as its main
theme. The coffin is a wooden stretcher on
which the corpse of the deceased is carried.
The subject of this study grew out of the
writer's personal observation of real events
which occurred in the forties and the liftics at
the village of Telwana which bias (o the south
of the Al-delta town ol Menouf. The study
tackles the symbols, customs, tradition and
beliefs associated with the colfin. These
customs have been practised by Egyptians for
thousands of years, They withstood the test of
time and are still in full force today. This might
be due to the fact that the Egyptians kept the
flame of religious sentiments burning, or to fact
that they are still deeply attached to life alter
death, Thus, the study casts light on the aspect
of continuity in the Egyptian historical and
cultural legacies.

The issue bring to completion the study of
the Woller brothers concerning Enropean folk
tales translated from the German by Ahmad
Faraouq. The Study is originally entitled “Folk
Tale During the Seventeenth Century”. This

ccnlur); witnessed the collection of the greatest
number of European folk tales. The century is
viewed as the century of baroque which
exhibited contradictory features or scenes: On
the one hand, there had been scenes of grandeur
as in palaces, monasterics and castles. There
had been lofty and ennobling music, operas,
lyrical theatres and ecclesiastical arts. On the
other hand, there had been scenes of suffering
and pain which manifested themselvs in scenes
of war, expelled voldlors, epldemics, plunders
und spolls,

In spite of the losses which befll popular
life such as the demolition of villages, the
disappearance of traditional games, story -
telling circles, ceremonies and processions, the
baroque could still exploit the conflicts,
debates and inherent features which
characterized the folk tale and empowered it to
embody the world of the seventeenth century
and the centuries which had preceded it, and to
enhance the development of narrative art. The
wrilers of the study offer us two types of folk
tale during the seventeenth century. The first
type made its appearance during the first half of
the century and is represented by Giam Batista
Basile, a baroque poert from Napoli.

The second type emerged towards the end of
the century and is represented by the work of
Charley Pero. Both poets were profoundly
interested in folk literature and closely
acquainted with popular life in the folk quarters
which they lived or moved to .

Dr. Tawfik Aly Mansour presents a
translation of three folk tales out of a book
called “German Folk Traditions”, namely
“The Fisherman And His Wife", “The tale of
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Sluggard” and “The Barbour of Bagdad” are
two examples of such adaptation. Furag cites
the barbour's tale as recounted in *“The Nights”
without being able to escape from the magic
spell of the nights and the original treatment of
the Anonynous folk marrator. “The Barbour
of Baghdad” is based on highly sophisticated
and profound theatrical techniques. The
playwright employs more developed dramatic
comventions than those employed in the
monodramatic adaptution of “Bogboq. The
Sluggard”,

Thus Dr. Abdel Fatah illuminated the
impact of ““The Nights” on the formations of
dramatic structures which proves the fact that
the unique folk text could contribute to
redeeming the Arab theatre from the state of
stagnation which has altlicted it.

Prof. Shawki Abdel Qawi Othman Habib
writes about “Ein Al-Khosh” which is one of .
the biggest water springs in the oasis of paris in
the western desert, on the eastern side of Edfu.
Close to this water spring, there lies one of the
biggest Roman temples (the temple of the city
of Dosh). This serves as an indication of the
greatness and vitality of life which the city had
witnessed in some remote and by-gone era, It is
evident that such springs provide opportunities
for stability in the desert, which, in turn, lead to
the emergence of urban life, and of urban
values, culures, customs, traditions and styles
of living.

Dr. Habib provides an interesting account of
the story of “Ein AlI-Khosh” which
correspond with the outflowing of spring water
and its impact on the lif¢ of Parisians and
ending in drought. Dr. Habib could thus
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outline the immens ¢ effect exerted by this wata!
spring on the comnaunity of Paris and its tribal ‘
subdivisions. He also records the tales woven
around the the place and the oral and literary
traditions associated with it, The writer also ‘
describes the deve'lopmental role it played in
the life of the Parisians and the values it is
affiliated wilch such as cooperation, solidarity, |
discipline and soci:al organization, the spring
had a role to play in the acquisition of
knowledge und of tae speclal kilis of handling '
nature and natural resources. Ein Al khosh has
run dry. It has became a relic from a golden
past. However it has not completely fallen into '
oblivion. It still represents nostalgia for the past
and a tie linking people’s present with their
past.

In a study about “Beliefs And
Folkpractices™ associated with the discases
and mortality of children. Dr. Sameh shalan
detects some aspects of social change in the
folk practices having to do with infantile
discases in the village of Shorafa, Al-Kanatir
Al-Khayria, Qaliobia governorate,

The study seeks to uncover the factors
which lie behind such change. The choice of
this topic has been motivated by the special
place which children occupy within the
Egyptian popular culture. The child occupies
such a special place because he is more entitled
to receive our care, and also because having a
child in the family guarantees familial solidarity
and contributes to the preservation of the
human species. Oral tradition has always been
keen on devising means o safeguard the child’s
security and to protect him against fatal
diseases. The study is mainly concerned with



This Issue

The first essay of this issuo ostublishos a
dlose link between the book of *I'he Thousand
And One Nights” and “the Arab Theatre”.
Dr. Hanaa Abdel Fatah points out that the Arab
thespian artists drew for inspiration on “The
Nights” and other folk narrative materials
based on Arab history such as folk tales and
folk epics in addition to varied popular
entertainment spectacles.

The study emphasizes the unique status
accorded to ““The Nights” in modern Arabic
drama”, To start with, leading Syrian dramatist
Maroun Al-Nagash ventured on two pionecring
dramatic pieces; “Abo Al-Hasan, The
Featherbrain” and “Haroun Al-Rashid”. In
these plays, The characters and symbols of
“The Nights” are used by way of political
projection on the social, political and
Intellectual climate during on the second half of
the nineteenth century,

Al-Nagash managed, rather successfully, to
give those symbols derived from “The Nights”
acontemporary flavour without denying their
relevance to and continuity with folk tradition .
The same holds true of the second stage of
writing adaptations based on *“The Nights®.
Abou Khalil Al-Qabani adapted many tales of

“The Nights” for his plays such as “Haraoun
Al-Rashid”, With Ghanem Ibn Ayoub and Qot
Al Qoloub, “Haraoun Al Rashid with Anas
AL-Galis”, and “Shah Mahmoud”. Dr. Abdel
Fatah then moves to discuss the theatre of
Tawfig AL-Hakim who found in “The Nights”
and appropriate vessel of theissue of knowledge
and its relevance to life. His play
“Shehrazade” raises the issue of man’s power
to live by reason alone and to consecrate all his
life to a quest of knowledge and the endeavour
1o seek it in its original resources at the expense
of divesting oneself from the calls of the heart
and those of the body, rejecting the symbols of
the vitality of life.

“Shehrazad” is one of Al-Hakim’s richest
plays which teem with inteliectual
significations. In comparison with it, Aly
Ahmad Bakathir's play with the same title has
a more dynamic and vibrant action, while Aziz
Abaza's play “Shehrayar”, seems to be dull
and less convincing.

Dr. Abdel Fatah holds a comparison
between the original versions of “The Nights”
whose authorship goes back to an anonymous
folk narrator and the contemporary dramatic
adaptations. Alfred Farag's *“Bogboq The
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