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ducing Folklore (New
1963).

Yourk,

Reprnted in C.W.V. Sydow. Se--o

lected Papers on Folklore (Co-

penhagen, 1948). PP. 60-68 with

the title tranlated as “The Cat-

egonies of Prose Traditions”™.
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Boas, Race. Language and Cul- =3\

ture, pp. 454-55.
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source of inspiration, and could be employed in
performing arts .

This issue contains five testimonies by five
creative women writers in different creative
fields:; Shar Tawfik presents her testimony
under the title “Ancient and Egyptian Folk
Traditions”, plastic artist Sawson Amer
presents a testimony entitled *“Tradition in
Contemporary Plastic Paintings™; The
testimony which ensues in offered by
documentary film director™ Atyat Al Abnoundi
under the title ** Documentary Cinema And
The Rhythm Of Life”. Novelist and short
story writer Meral ALTahawi offers her own
testimony entitled “Knowledge is The
Prologue To The Tale;" Nemat AL Behirei's
testimony “The Age of innocence and the
Magic of the tale” is then presented.

In Al Founoun AL Shabiya art tour, Dr.
Suzan AL Sai'd writes about the procedures of
the inauguration of the ethnographic museum of
the cultural heritage of AL-Wahat (The Oases)
at Luxor in the internal Oases. Dr. AL Sai’d
starts her article with a theoretical introduction
about the museum concerned with the
classification of popular culture and peoples’
traditions. The ethnographic museum concerns
itself with the physical aspects of man. The
folkloric museum is mainly concerned with the
collection of cultural materials which and
illustrate the arts and creativity of man. The
primitive museum is basically concerned with
collecting the artistic materials of primitive
tribes.

Dr. AL Sai’d sets out to describe the
ethnographic museum at Al Wahat (Oases). She
describes its location, and the materials
exhibited at the museum. She outlines the
efforts which led to the establishment of this
museum and specifically to the efforts of Prof.
Alya Hussein which started in 1960 when she
was still a ph.D.candidate. Then, she refers to
the procedures of inauguration which were
attended by general Medhat Abdel Rahman,
governor of AL Wadi AL Jadid (The New
Valley) together with a constellation of folk art
officials and Islamic and coptic archeologists.

ry

The tour also comprises a review of an M.A.
Thesis by Sawsan Mohamad Mahmoud Al
Janaini entitled ** Environmental Arts And
Toursic Constructions In Sinai”. The thesis
was defended at the faculty of fine arts, Helwan
university under the supervision of Prof.
Mamdouh Abdou Yousef. former Professor of
decoration of the college. Prof. Gawdat Nasr
Bebawy acted as a co-superviser. The
discussion committee consisted of Prof.
Mohamad Abdel Fatah AL Beyali. former head
of the decoration department at the college and
Prof. Suleiman Mahmoud. professor of folk art
and former dean of the faculty of artistic
education.

Nadia AL Sensousi reviews the introduction
and various parts of the thesis which comprise a
historical survey of the diverse enviromental
arts Of Sinai particularly in the field of touristic
construction in the coastal regions in Sinai. This
thesis is regarded as a unique effort in the
domain of aesthetic and artistic vision of
Sinai's environmental arts and getting inspired
by it in touristic conslructiorl .

To AL Founoun AL Sha’bia Library, Mr.
Shams Al Din Moussa offers an artistic and
folkloric reading of artist and literary pioneer
Yehia Haqi. Hagi was born at the end of the
ninteenth century. Haqi's talent flourished in
the first quarter of the twentieth century and his
stature equals that of Taha Hssein, Aqad,
Salama Mousa, AL Mazni, Tawfik Al Hakim,
Hussein Fawzy and others. The reading tackles
the artistic aspects of Haqi's creative and
critical texts which are charecteristically vivid
and vital .Moussa provides an analytic study of
Hagqi's word formation, phrases, sentence
construction. imagery and figures of speech.
The study also handles the nationalistic and
folkloric aspects of Hagi’ concerns with music,
singing, architecture and plastic arts.

Moussa maintains that Haqi’s everlasting
works and the energetic spiritual ambience
which they create are an outcome of the
interlocking of artistic and folkloric aspects in
his works.



his rooms and that the jar came to him since he
is the person destined to have it.

With Mr. Ibrahim Helmi we can read
“*Maqamat Al Hariri” as an expression of the
folk manifestation of the culture of Arab
society. This study is the third one in this issue
which undertakes to investigate the Arab
written tradition. Here, the research - worker
proposes the view that the Arab cultural
environment during the Abbasid era teemed
with popular images which were
characteristically original and striking in their
adherence to Arab folkloric legacies. This is
manifest in their proverbs, customs, traditions
riddles, crafts and professions and in their
books, particularly in *Maqamat AL Hariri.”

Dr. Mohamad Emran registers the interest in
folk musical tradition in Egypt during the
previous century. His study is entitled *“The
Interest in Folk Musical Tradition in Egypt.
Its origin and Development”. This interest
approximately covers the period of the last fifty
years when it coincided with the active
academic studies about music and the act of
drawing inspiration from such music.

The research - worker traces the
development of musical instruments and
musical forms of expression and research
mechanisms. Dr. Emran is particularly keen on
not overlooking the various instruments in
Egyptian folk musical tradition. He offers us an
exposition of the efforts exerted by travellers
and orientalists from the end of the Eighteenth
century up to the present time where he comes
across the efforts exerted within the framework
of what is now called “The protection and
maintenance of oral traditions in Egypt”. This
covers the following aspects:

1. The efforts of historians, travellers’ work
and the work of and Orientalists .

2. Filed collection and archives.
3. Classification of folk music.
4. Musical studies and research works.

5. The employment and drawing inspiration
from folk music.

6. This issue of preservation and
maintenance.

Yemeni research worker Arwa Abdo
Othman contributes a study entilled “Some
Ramadani Traditions Of Yemeni Children”.
The researcher detects some of the traditions
practised by Yemeni children in celebration of
the holy month of Ramadan. The study tackles
how these children receive this month with
songs accompanied by games and folk dances.
Among these traditions are AL Shawa’a, Al
-Tansir, Laylat AL-Shala’aba and ALMasy.
The article shows the methods and living styles
associated with every one of these four
occasions. The article also describes the songs
and the singing places related to these
occasions. The research-worker ends with
compiling a glossary of the terms employed in
her study.

Mr. Amer Mohamed AL Waraqi undertakes
to study AL Rabab musical instrument as it
occurs in Arabic lexicons and books and some
foreign books translated into Arabic. The
research- worker traces the significance of this
instrument sin such Arabic lexicons as
AL-Mosbah AL Mouner (The Luminous lamp),
Mokhtar AL Sahah (Al Sahah’s section) and
other dictionaries. Etymologically, the term
“Rabab’ means white clouds. According to Al
Mogam Al Wagiz (The Concise Dictionary), it
denotes a musical instrument with one string.
The research - worker also consults The
Dictionary of Folklore compiled by Dr. Abdul
Hamid Younis. According to this dictionary, the
term “Rabab” refers to a musical instrument
with a string and a bow, used in sining popular
verses and is accompanied by folk music.

Mr. Magdi Al Gabri describes rite of sobo,
(celebrating the seventh day of a newly born
babe) as a ritual practice which is not confined
to the celebration held to honour the baby on
the seventh night after his birth but is preceded
by preparations which occupy the sixth days
preceding the day of sobo” AL-Gabri maintains
that this celebration belongs to the arts of folk
kinetic performance. As such, they could be a
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the circumstances. Thus, the tale could change
its shape, but its substance remains essentially
the same.

To the domain of material culture, Mr.
Magdy Abdel Gawad Othman contributes a
study entitled . “A Contribution to the Lamps
of Mamebuki Period in Egypt”. This article
examines an enameled glass lamp found
recently among the possessions of a labourer at
the mosque of sheikh Mohamad Al Shenaway
at the village of Mahalet Marhoum which lies
midway between Tanta and Al Mahla Al
Koubra. The Labolurer reported that the lamp
existed at the ancient muosque before its
demolition.

The study offers a detailed description of the
lamp, its state, measurements, artistic and
ornamental features. The descriptive study of
the lamp revealed that the lamp contained all
the basic elements which constituted the overall
artistic and ornamentai shape of lamps. The
analytic study of these constitive elements is
believed to comprise:

1. The “Ronogs™ and the function of their
owners.

2. The series of titles.

Close analysis made it possible to determine
the date of the lamp and to place it within the
accurate period in which it was maufactured.
According to the author of this study. the lamp
dates back to the Mameluki period in Egypt
(Towards the end of the eighth century of
Hegira, which corresponds to the fourteenth
century A.D.)

The lamp was probably made during the
reign of Sultan King Abo Sa’ad Sayef Edin
Barqouq Ibn Anis AL Othmani AL-Jarkasy, the
twenty-sixth of Mameluke sultans in Egypt the
and the first Jarkasy king.

Mr. Mohammad Bahnasy translates an
article called : “Forms Of Folklore. Prose
Narratives” by William Bascom, professor of
anthropology at the university of California and
prefaced by Prof. Alan Dundes. Bascom
proposes the term “Prose narrative™ as a
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broader category comprising three narrative
forms, namely myths, legends and folk tales.
The three forms are linked together as
sub-categories of a broader formal category
“Prose narrative”. This proposal provides an
adequate taxonomic system in which all kinds
of prose narratives could be placed within a
single category which has been formally
defined. As such, this resembles what happens
during the classification of proverbs, riddles,
ballads and other verbal arts. Prof. Bascom
conducts an overall survey of all types of
traditional prose narratives, relying on many
filed reports filed by anthropologists in many
areas of the world.

In his preface to this article, Prof. Alan
Dundes believes that in reading Bascom’s
article, we should take into account the
distinction between analytic and native
categories. We should also. Dudes contends.
distinguish between narrative forms. by
borrowing the linear model of temporal
progression. Dundes maintounis that we should
be concerned with the qualitative differences
among narrative genres.

The considerations proposed by Dundes
could be a reading guide to Bascom’s
taxonomy system which is badly needed in
folkoric studies .Folklore, like all other fileds of
study, 1s in a dire need for determining and
outlining its basic terminology since it is one of
those sciences which have been afflicted with
the curse of conflicting and contradictory
definitions.

Dramatist Ra’fat Al Dewiri presents his
translation of a Japanese folktale about dreams.
At the Japanese village Nomora, lady Tosson
Atanaby, the village narrator, sat and started to
tell Rabert G.Adams (The tales’ collector) the
story of “The Man Who Bought A Dream™.
In this tale, a villager buies the dream of his
neighbour and falls into debt in order to make
this dream come true and earn a jar full of gold.
The man sets on an arduous journey, but soon
gets back without the jar. Thus he returns
without a single farthing, only to discover that,
inside his house, gold covers the grounds of all



has acquired. That is why the narrator marries
him to four women, and this is the single
instance of polygamy in *““The Nights”. This
objective reading of the tale could possibly
pave the ground for different readings of the
same text from different perspectives and with
the aid of multiple methodologies.

Mr. Mohamad Abdel Rahman presents a
translation of the Nigerian myth “The Woman
Who Endeavoured To Change Her Destiny”
which is drawn from “The African Creation
Myths” Collected by Oli Pierre.

The myth tells the story of Agabodina, a
Nigerian woman of unmatched Igendary
strength. At an earlier age, she had the power to
heal the sick, to forecast events, and see the
future. she could also interpret the language of
animals, grass and trees. Although she shot to
fame, she felt that her life is vacuous and
wanted to have children. She thought that she
must leave for her mother Wowing in order to
have herself created anew. She soon embarks
upon her journey and resumes her quest until
she is divested of all the powers she formerly
wielded and thus could not connfront Wowing.
She walked and wakled until she came across a
pregnant woman in whose eyes she conceals
herself. Up to the present time, Agabodina still
looks at the on-looker when he gazes at the
eyes of anyone.

Dr. Ibrahim Abdel Hafiz Offers a translation
of Allert lord’s *The Impact of the Invariable
text”. Thes article was

published on the occasion of honouring
Roman Jakobson on his seventieth birthday
(11 October, 1966). In this article, Lord poses a
question: To what extent do written texts exert
an influence on oral tradition?. “What [ want to
do in this paper™. says lord, “is to address
briefly such a question. and to gauge some
evidences proposed by the use of filed materials
in Milan Barry’s collection of oral literature. |
will limit my mission to textual or verbal
impact. Thus Lord divides Barry's text into
three unequal categories, as follows:

A-Songs which have not been impressed by
any written categories and which remain
entirely intact with regard to its
traditionality and orality.

B- This category is larger in kind and shows
signs of being influenced by the
Karasatchy published group. (It was
collected during the first quarter of the
nineteenth century).

C- Texts which are regarded as specimens
of a total copy or of the literal
preservation of a book. Lord tests a texts
from each group to uncover, precisely,
the differences between old and new
texts and gauge the importance of living
tradition during the performance of texts
and at thet time of their creation.

AL Fonoun Al Shabia resumes the serial
translation of Matheas and Walter Woller’s
book of German Folktales. The chapter
translated from the German by Mr. Ahmad
Farouq is entitled *“A Special Chapter about
The Tale of The Cat with The shoes”. This
chapter is the resumption of a basic leitmotif in
this tale, and how it is retold and reformulated
without deviating from the original leitmotif.
The aid afforded by a smart animal to man is an
instance of one such leitmotif. It recurs
frequently in old tales of magic and in fables.
The cat belongs to this category of smart and
helpful animals. It is enough to mention the
respect paid by Ancient Egyptians to this
animal.

The Woller brothers outline the narrative
stereotypes of this tale in different regions of
the world and shows their difference from the
original stereotype. A cross-section of this tale
would reveal the breadth-in scope of this single
tale. The animal leitmotif which exists in many
ancient narrative repertories had the power to
develop and transform itsef and consequently
the tale continues to live and witness the
transformation of its narrators, listeners along
with the environmeant in which it gets told.
This is due to the fact that the tale has been
formulated in accordanice with the poetic law

-which might be modified in accordance with
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harshly criticized and it became evident that the
facts provided by ethnography do not
completely conform to his utalitarianism.

Relying on his structuralist methodology,
levi Strauss consolidates the view of Marcel
Mauss when he stresses the fact that the unseen
logic underlying religious ideas has never been
utilitarian (functional) at all.

Anthropologists were mainly concerned
with drawing a distinction between sorcery and
pernicious magic. Anthropological studies and
researches are based on two perspectives: a
cultural perspective based on causality and the
mysterious logic of beliefs and a structural
perspective, based on social relationships
between individuals and communities (social
structure). Ultimately, the author of this study
emphasizes the necessity of education as the
sole means of rooting out magical superstitions.

Algerian Prof. Mohamad Aylans, porofessor
of folk literature and arts at the university of
Enaba. presents a filed study of naming and
surnaming in Algeria. He maintains that a name
is a word referring to and characterizing a
person and thus it destinguishes him
(civilization - wise) from other persons
belonging to other peoples. Naming is also a
means of distinquishing persons socially,
culturally and politically. Added to that,
naming could turn out to be a significant
historical source referring to historical or
religious events. That is why nations have been
particularly keen on accurately naming the
people belonging to them.

The present filed study provides a link
between name. tilte, surname and nickname and
their relations to the social environment.

Names might be singular (based on either
improvisation or derivation) or compound
(made up of two names or of a compound noun
and the prefix Abo (father of), or Ibn (son) or
walad (son). or a noun compound plus the
ascriptive yaa (yaa Al Nasab) or predicatively
or attributively compounded nouns).
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The study highlights the referentiality of
naming or the source to which one mignt resort
in order to change the original signifiance of the
name so as to make it refer to a similar
relationship, to bring good luck, to stave off
disasters, to get closer to God or to
commenorate one’s ancestors. Dr. Ayelan ends
his study with a compilation of twenty-eight
name references, ranging from sources of
Islamic rebligious beliefs to sources based on
furniture items ar household appliances.

Mr. Emad Aly Abdel Latif Offers his own
reading of the folktale of “Aly AL Zeebaq AL
Masry” (The Egyptian ALi The Quicksilver),
which is one of the tales of “The One And
Thousand Nights”. It depicts Aly as a shrewd
and deceitful trickster. Abdel Latif reads this
tale as a quest journey after knowledge and this
reading is supposed to be one of the potential
objective readings of this tex. As such, it is
based on the assumption that the journey to
Baghdad represents the path of knowledge
which manifests itself on the internal and the
external levels. This reading is founded upon
examining the relationship which accrue among
the various characters of the tale: Al Saga (the
water-carrier), Shah Bandar Al Togar (the chief
of merchants), Sab’e Al Fala (the desert lion),
the nomad and his tribe, the little boy. Dalila
the impostor. Zeinab the con-artist. Zorayek.
the fish dealer, the jewish magician and his
daughter, the daughter of Saqti. the followers of
Salah AL Din the Egyptian, Ahmad Al Danaf
(Chief of tricksters in Baghdad) and the caliph
who commanded Aly to recount his tale in
minute details and who endows him with the
palace of the jew. Thus Aly has run the full
course of knowledge and got rid of the confines
of nature and subjugated his desires and
instincts. Aly does not represent the negative
stereotype of the knowledge - seeker. On the
contrary. he has mastered all the tools of
knowledge such as the appropriation of
intellect.and intuition and spiritual knowledge
and has become quite qualified to inhabit the
carth and conquer it with the the knowledge he
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This Issue

The issue opens with the second part of
Dr. Lotfi Houssien Selim’s inquiry into the
definition of the mythical in written Arabic
tradition. This article serves as a sequel to a
study published in issue no: 15-16 and is
entitled (Myth In Ancient Arabic Literature.
Verse And Prose At The Pre-Islamic Age).
This study tackles the literature of the Jahili
(Pre-Islamic) era which covers a period of 150
years before the emergence of Islam. This
period is an extremely fertile ground for the
study of myth.

Dr. Selim here offers his second study
entitled *Myth in The Religious Tradition”.
The study is based on an examination of the
connection between the Arab mind and other
non-Arabs in the Abbasid and Omayad eras
such as the Persians. the Greek and other
peoples. It was during that period that the
movement of translation and book compilation
started. The annals of the Arabs. their
chronicles and historical narratives recounted
by such historians as Wahb [bn Monabeh, Ka ab
Al Alibar and others became well - known.

This study tackles the myths associated with
the creation of earth and of Adam (Peace be
upon him) und the rites of the bestowal of
honours upon him. Dr. Selim detects. in the
sayings of Ibn Abbuas. two tactors bused on
mythical exaggeration. namely the
measurement and time factors in the story of
the creation of AdumniPeace be upon him). Dr.
Selim also examines the narrative account of
the seven layers of the euarth recounted in Al
Tha'laby’s “Narratives of the Prophets”
Known as Al-Ara’es about the lite of the fifth
carth and the eighteenth canine teeth with
winch each layer of the earth is endowed.

In his Quranic commentary, Al Qurtoby
narrates a story about the confrontation between
a story-letter (narrator) and Iman Ahmed Ibn
Hanbel and Yehia Ibn Ma’en at the mosque of
Rasafa. The narrative recounted by Al Qurtoby
has, in Dr. Selim’s words, serious implications
as it uncovers the existence of story - tellers
who stood at public places and faked stories
and apocryphal prophetic traditions and
consolidated them with right ascription which
they learned by heart.

This study also tackles the exaggeration and
muscalculation of numbers in the work of Wahb
Ibn Monabeh. The study also highlights the
mythical explanation of natural phenomena. Dr.
Selim shares Al Qurtobi’s scepticism when he
says in his commentary on fabricated prophetic
traditions: “This is inadmissible and cannot be
conveyed and only God knows™.

Prof. Saved Hamid presents his translation
of u study about magic. The relationship
between magic on the one hand and religion
and science on the other has been one of the
primary concerns of the anthropologists.
Throughout the ninetenth century. the interest
of anthropologiss has been confined to the
origin of magic and its relation to religion. This
relationship is represented by the work of
Edward Taylor and that of levi Briihl. It has
also been limited to the assertion of
evolutionary issues related to religion and
science and less with magic as in James Fraser.

At the inception of the twentieth century. the
utalitarian attitude of Malinowski made its
appearance. In this respect. Malinowski made
the assertion that magic fulfills utalitarion
functions ftor individuals. Molinowski was
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