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Dwight F. Reynolds. Ibid., pp. (V1)

389-390+418-420.
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follows up the proceedings of the
conference of Egyptian anthropology
held at the academy of scientific
research at AL Kharga oasis, AL Wadi
AL Jadid governorate from 23 up to 26
of october, 2003,

In this issue, we present five
testimonies by five artists in deferent
creative fields. The first testimony is by
cinematic artist Fouad Al Tahawy. It is
entitled “Children’s tales and the rhythm
of the artistic work”. The second
testiomony is by plastic artist. Aly
Desouqi and is entitled “Drawing
inspiration from folk life. The next
testimony is by music professor Gehad
Daoud under the tile “Memories and
Questions for the love of Egypt.” Poet
and professor Walid Mounier presents
the next testimony under the title “wings
for childhood memories”. The last
testimony is by Nubian novlist Hagag
Hassan Adoul under the title “The Nile
and The palm trees: Springhead and
folklore”. The issue concludes with a file
devoted to the great literary figure
Farouq Khorshid, head of the union of
Egyptian writers and secretary of the
folk arts committee at the supreme
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council for culture on the occasion of his
having reached the age of seventy five.
The file contains three readings of some
of his works. The first reading is by Prof.
Safwat Kamal and is entitled. The
literary man of myth among the Arabs.
The Second reading is Medhat AL
Gayar’s “Reading in Self Talk”. The
third reading is Ibrahim Helmi’s “Farouq
Khorshid” roots of his interest in sira
and folktale (The features of his creative
writings for children).

The file also contains three
testimonies; Abdei Hamid Hawas’s
Farouq Khorshid. Folk literature and his
critical project, Dr. Mohmoud Awni
Abdel] Ra’ouf’s “Farouq Khorshid: A
creative sehalor and a fair
research-worker” and Faroug Al
Sharoni’s Khorshid and his three
dimensions. Then the issue presents a
review of the events of the celebration of
the Arts committee at the supreme
council for culture by Iklas Atala and a
review of the honarary clebrations paid
to Khorshid by the committee of literary
studies at the council by Ibrahim Helmy.
The file ends with a bibliography of
Khorshid works.



Hanan AL Safti offers her translation
of two folktales from the Afghani folk
tradition. The two translations, which
were revised by Ra’fat AL Dewiri, are
entitled “The passion of the Mongol
daughter and the Arab boy and two thief
husbands for the same wife.

Caston Maspero’s book “Folk Songs
in Upper Egypt is one of the earlist
compilations in the filed of collecting
Egyptian folk literature. Maspero
(1846-1916) compiled that book earlier
in the second decade of the twentieth
century (1910-1914). He also wrote and
compiled a number of boods of history
and Egyptology. Mahmoud Al Hendi
spared no effort to have the book
republished within the project of the
family library with the encouragement of
prof. Ahmad Mursi who formerly drew
attention to the importance of the book
some 35 years ago. The book is now
available to the reader in a new edition.
In spite of the great effort which has
been exerted to explain the meaning of
the difficult words on the left margin of
each page and in spite of the addition of
footnotes to explain the words which
need further explanation, poet and
research-worker Darwish Al Asyouti has
some valuable remarks to make. He
remarks that the one who explained that
lexical items was mainly right in his
remarks, particularly of the words for
which he could find a standard Arabic
equivalent and the words with some
bearing on historical events. At the same
time, some of the explanation were not
right because the one who afforded the

explanation was not acquainted with the
life of upper Egypt. He was, therefore, in
a bad need of a filed work knowledge of
the significance of upper Egyptian
lexical items. The notes and explanation
of AL Asiouty represent a veritable
contribution to the effort exerted in
preparing the book for publication and a
contribution to the mode of serious
diolag which we want to prevail in our
cultural life.

In the filed of folk song, too, Sa’ad
Abdel Hamid revivers a book called
“Folk song: style and culture” by Alan
lomas et al. The book was mostly
delivered orally at the at the annual
conference of the American society of
science development in Washington
D.C. in 1966. The book aims to shed
light on the importance of song since it
consolidates crucial aspects of the social
structure of cultures. There are universal
relations between the expressive process
and the communicative process on the
one hand, and between the social
structure and the cultural pattern on the
other. This means that the analysis of
singing and dancing is an effective
means of classifying cultures. The book
has called attention to the importance of
employing modern high technology,
particularly the computer in registering,
analyzing and interpreting the collected
data. This in turn will facilitate the work
of research-workers and provide more
accuracy and organization,

In the section entitled : “AL Fonon
AL Sha’bia tour,” Sahar Ahmad Ibrahim
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tackles the elements of the theatrical
performance such as movement, music,
decoration, costumes and lighting. Such
elements could be related to the daily
practice of artists. He also stresses the
importance of co-operation among
artists. At the end, he calls our attention
to the recreational and social role of
kinetic arts within the community.

Al Fonoun AL Sha’bia is customarily
interested in presenting a number of folk
texts-be they field collected or
translated. In this issue, we present a
diverse collection of folk literary genres.
To start with, we provide our reader with
four folktales coliected at AL Fayoum
governorate and registered by
research-worker Khalid Abo El lil. They
carry the tales: “The ignoble and the
Noble, The grandson on the daughter’s
side and on the son’s side, lies at the
beginning and lies at the end, AL
Genayzirah. The collector attached the
narrators’ cards and a list of the difficult
words to the tales.

Moving to Qena governarate, poet
Abdel Satar Selim presents a group of
Morba’ at, of fan ALL Wa’o (a group of
oral poems written in vernacular verse),
which are so popular in upper Egypt.
Abdel satar exerted a great effort in
collecting his texts properly and
registering the way in which they were
delivered. Formerly, he presented us
with a collection of studies of this poetic
genre, laying down the foundstioe @
rules, roots, methods of performance and
its artistic features. Besides, he usually
draws inspiration from this kind of oral
poetry in his verse.
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At Sohag govrnorate, Dramatist
Ahmad Al Leithy collected and registerd
a folktale named “The Ill-mannered Is
Eaten by A Crocodile”. The narrator of
this tale is Mohamad Abdul Rhamn
Hasan Ism’ael from the village of Inibis,
affiliated to Al Johayna city. It could be
categorized as a proverbial. The
collector has compiled a list explaining
the difficult upper Egyptian words which
occurred in his tale.

From AL Sharqia governorate, poet
Ibrahim Salama presents a text of using
amulets as a form of original Egyptian
folk beliefs which is deeply rooted in
religion. It has some relation to the
curing of patients, people who are a
victim of the evil eye, people who are
possessed by demons. The act of using
amulets as a cure differs in accordance
with the degree of faith, religious
certainty and purity of soul, particularly
of the amulet user and also according to
the belief of the patient and his
confidence in the authenticity and.
sincerity of the amulet user.

Dramatist Ra’fat Al Dewil resumes
his translation of the Indian folktales
collected and rendered into English by
A.k. Kamanogan. In this issue, he offers
five new folktales: The kingdom of
fools, the stolen pigeon’s egg, the race of
lies and the woman pays the required
sum of money.

Zrof. Tawfik ALy Mansour offers
three folktales from the German
narrative folk tradition: Mother
Hella,The snow drop and the golden
goose.



Dr. Suzan Al Said offers a description
of the celebration of AL Seyaha on
which the sufi sect of Madnia Shazlia
depends. She outlines the specific
features of the internal organization of
the sect and the practices performed on
the day of AL seyaha. In a study
conducted in the years 1998-1999-2001,
Dr. Al Said started with the person who
desires to the a murid (i.e.a member of
the sect) and who must associate himself
with the sheikhs and AL Ahbab (sufi
lovers). This stage is followed by four
other stages in order to be a sheikh AL
Zikr (mentioning God), learning the
name, reducing Al Zikr and
contemplation and illumination). The
seven stages go side by side with AL
Award and AL Ahzab.. AL Awrad are
recited at regular times during the day
and at night. As for Al Ahzab, there is
no specific time for reading them, both
AL Awrad and Al Ahzab are aday’ ah
(supplications) laid dawn by the sheikhs
of the sect. After mentioning the zikr and
singing sessions, Dr. Al Said designates
the spiritual organizational structure of
the sect. she describes the rites of
celebration which are held during the
month of Ragab each year at the district
of AL Dakrouri mountairn and is called
AL Seyhat in the siwi dialect.

1. The preparation for the celebration
: choosing the time of AL seyaha,
buying the animals which are to be
slain as an offering, setting up
tents.

2. The day before the celebration: Al
Qodwa, AL Mogademoun, the

cooks, the slaughterers, prayers on
sand, the auction.

3. The day of celebration: participants
in the celebration, the meal at
midday, distributing forks, the zikr
circles.

4. The second day: the reconciliation
commitiee.

5. The third day: morning greetings to
the leaders of AL Seyaha, the
arrival of the Senoussi set
members, the beggars, Hadret al
AL Nafaha, the fairness
committee, the auction, heading
for sheik AL,Y, Hardet The
leaders of AL Seyaha.

6. The conclusion of Al Seyaha: The
procession, AL Hadra at sidi
Solyman’s mosque, AL Hadra at
sidi Al Seboubka mosque.

Amer Mohamad AL Wariqi is a
research-worker at the Egyptian Atlas of
folklore. He wrote an article in which he
presenis some ideas for staging the
Kinetic material and how to draw
theatrical inspiration from it, i.e. how to
relocate it from its practical and daily
life setting of particular community in
order to make it comply with the
requirements of theatrical performance
for an audience - whether this audience
belongs to a particular community or
not. The writer of the article maintains
that kinetic art is a medium of human
cognition and experience. It is one of the
oldest languages ever known by man. He
confirms the importance of folk music
for kinetic performances. Then he
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Morocco at the time of the Islamic
conquest. The majority of the members
of Tahawya live in communities named
after their forefathers who originally
inhabited such places. These
communities live in small villages in the
Sharqia governorate, particularly at the
towns of Huseinia, Billbis, Abou
Hamad, Kafr Saqgr. In addition to that,
large communities of tribe live in Behira
and Assiout governorates.

Soud points out the main activity
which characterize the social life of AL
Tahawi Arabs, namely the raising and
breeding of horses and preserving their
ancestral lines. He notes that the reason
why these arabs are attached to horses is
that they are found with them since the
time they entered Egypt and also
because horses were mentioned in the
Holy Quran and in the sunna (Prophetic
traditions). He records their pedigrees,
their names and the logic of naming and
provides information concerning their
marriage, parturition, and the appropriate
food at such periods. The
research-worker also explains how to
distinguish between authentic Arab
horses and inauthentic breeds and how to
recognize the specific features of Arab
horses through observing some facial
features, the shape of the tail and the
colour of the legs and how to
domesticate horses and get them
accustomed to good qualities and make
them avoid bad aones such as kicking
and galloping during riding.

An appendix showing letters
exchanged among horsemen and
revealing their ancestral lines and origin

is attached to the arctic. These letters
data back to 1930's Dr. Samia Khamis
Sobhi’s article in the field traditional
costumes is also among the topics of
material culture. The study is entitled
“Men’s outward cloak (AL-Besht) in
The Gulf States”. Men's cloak or AL
Besht as it is well-Known is an outer
garment for men worn above the outer
clothes and covering shoulders, reaching
downwards to the feet. It is open on the
front and its fringes are embroidered
with two openings through which the
wearer passes his arms.

El Besht has several advantages,
particularly for the travelers who walked
on their feet. They used it as a dress at
day and as cover at night and as a rug
along the way and as a tent as the wind
blew. As the times changed, Al Besht
became a hindrance to men as they
worked for it hindered their movement.
It is now merely worn on official
occasions, feasts and parties. Some clans
and tribes still take pride in wearing Al
Basht. In this historical and filed study
Dr. Sobhi defines the term AL Besht and
discusses it various names, Colors, types
and the threads used in weaving and
making it, its general design, and the
exact features of the technique of
sewing, embroidering and ornmenting it
and how to renew or remake it. The
study determines the pattern of this outer
dress for men in the Gulf states and
provides a detailed description showing
its parts and how to weave and sew it
and the other techniques of stitching it
and decking it with names.



factors which he mentions rather hastily:
factors related to economic, social and
cultural changes in the Delta. After he
presents a summary of the tale, Dr.
Abdel Hafiz presents a detailed account
of the contents of the four narratives. He
divides such narratives into separate
textual units, pointing out the literary
form (prose or verse) in which each
narrative was moulded, Dr. Abdel Hafiz
comes to some conclusions concerning
the differences between traditional and
modern accounts of the sira on many
levels such as length, brevity, time,
place, characterization, musical effects,
the origin of each narrative account, the
difference between opening and closing
formulae, descriptive scenes, war scenes,
rhyme, poetic forms, the overlapping of
literary forms, linguistic levels and the
personal differences among narrators.

In a study untilled “Some of the
Extinct Aspects of Material Culture” Dr.
Shawgi Abdel Qawi Othman Habib
tackles the lack of similarity between
the useful products of material culture in
the past and their modern counterparts
which fulfill the same function. This is
mainly due to the fact that some
modifications have been introduced in
the modern product with a view to
developing it to save time and effort. Dr.
Habib poses a question concerning the
classification of such products: Should
they be classified as products of material
culture or as folk formation products?

Dr. Habib attempts to answer his
difficult question. He perceives a degree
of overlapping between material and

formation since the latter is usually
implemented on the basis of the former.
He cites the example of the craft of
pottery which could be classified under
the category of material culture if it aims
at producing pottery items for
consumption. It could also be studied as
an abject of aesthetic formation if it aims
at producing its materials as pieces of
art. In this case, the artist is simply
drawing inspiration from the aesthtics of
oral tradition. Dr. Shaqi Habib then
moves to talk about the basic mode] of
his study which is the millstone. He
traces the historical development of the
making of milestones as a useful product
of material culture. He also handles its
various types and ends up discussing the
different kinds of mills as a development
of millstone making.

The creative process which usually
accompanics the grinding of corn makes
the millstone an object of aesthetic
formation. It lies in the singing which
accompanies the grinding of comn. Such
singing is made up of short syllables
whose rhythm accords with the hands of
the corn grinder and the leaning position
of his body. In addition to that, the joy
inherent in such work camot be found
nowadays as life has lost its joy.

AL Tahaway Soued offers a
documented filed study about the kinds
and characteristics of horses. He does
that through outlining the relationship
between AL Tahawi Arabs and horses.
Al Tahawi Arabs are one of the biggest
inner parts of Al Hanadi tribe of Bani
Selim which moved towards Egypt and
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contemporary world. Such spirit, AL
Din Contends, was assimilated by the
men of Egypt throughout the ages. Its
lack should be considered a factor of
deterioration and stagnation in the
Egyptian daily life. AL Din proceeds to
write about Ahmed Amin’s interest in
folk spirit in his writings. Such spirit is
quite in keeping with his constitution as
Ibn ballad (a native Egyptian). He had
about him a tinge of deep melancholy
like many native Egyptians. He also
enjoyed a good sense of humour, a
feature also of native Egyptians who
combine a sense of humor with a high
degree of seriousness. The
research-worker draws our attention to
the fact that Amin lived in a period in
which the defence of folk literature and
the use of vernacular was regarded as
something odd and not in keeping with
the literary aristocracy rampant at that
particular period. Such an aristocracy of
literary interest coincided with feudalism
and the rule of the elite classes. Amin
was the target of criticism by the writers
of classical Arabic just like Rushy Saleh
and other folklorists who tried to defend
themselves as if they had to acquit
themselves of unfair charges. prof. Amin
had to assert that folk literature is the
eloquent literature which is an
expression of the popular spirit. It is a
kind of literature which truly portrays
the masses and depicts their customs,
traditions and proverbs and other folk
phenomena such as peddlers’s calls.
Such phenomena are nothing but oral
traditions which reflect the folk concepts

v

and the good and deeply religious people
whose heart aspire to the realm of lofty
principles which knows no evil as in
utopia. Such traditions concerns and
aspirations of ordinary folk better than
the work of writers using standard
Arabic.

In a study entitled “The Tales of AL
sira Al Hilalia”, Dr. Ibrahim Abdel
Hafez records the differences between
the conceventional and modern
narratives of Al Sira Al Hilalia in the
Delta. He relies almost entirely on four
narratives of the tale of Hosna Bint Nasr
Al Tawyrid and Rizk Al Hilali. It is one
of the love stories in Al Sira which has
been preserved in the memory of recent
narrators of Al Sira in the latest decades.

The tale is connected wilts marriage
occasions which nearly became the sole
occasion on which the sira is performed
in the Delta.

The four narrative accounts of tale
folk into comventional narratives
(represented by two folk poets: Bily Abo
Fahmi and Fathi Awad Salam) and two
other modern versions (represented by
two folk poets: Fathi solyman and
Hamed Sayed Hawas).

Dr. Ibrahim Abdel Hafez points out
that the first type is represented by
illiterate narrators whereas the second
type is represented by narrators who
have had a share of knowledge. This
difference is one of the basic factors
which contributed to the difference
between those two types in the
performance of the sira. There are other
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This ivsue

The issue starts with Tawfik Hana’s
discussion of the question of opposition
between standard and colloquial Arabic.
Hana Perceives a complementary and
co-operative possibility between the two
language versions. Standard Arabic
reprresents, in his view, a dialectal
relationship standing for an exlement of
stability, while colloquial Arabic
represents an element of transformation,
change and adaptibility. Colloquial
Arabic has power of adapting to and
being transformed by each linguistic
environment. This article recalls Farouq
Khorsheid’s earlier article. “Third
language is life” published in AL
Fonoun AL Sha’bia,
October-November-December, 2001.

Hana emphasizes this concept
through tackling the poetic experience of
egyptian folk poet Hussein Mazloum
and his rendering of the rubayat of Omar
ALKhayam into Egyptian vernacular
(1944). This translation occupies a
promient place among the translated
versions of AL Saraf, AL Bostani,

Ahmed Ramy and Mohamad AL
Seboai’i. It embodies and reveals the
wit, eloquence, mystical philosophy and
the spiritual and humanitarian concerns
of the Rubayat. It is as if the translator
wanted to prove the ability of Egyptian
vernacular to express and reveal the
content embodied in the Rubayat by the
leading poet, astronomer, moralist and
algebra scientist of his day. Gibon, the
English historian and author of the
Decline and Fall the Roman Empire said
that AL Khayam’s Calendar surpassed in
excellence and precision the Georgian
Calendar. Om Kolthoum, the mistress of
Arabic singing, sang with her immortal
voice, one of AL Khayam’s Rubayat.
This song appealed very strongly to the
taste of Arabic and non-Arabic audience.
Tawfik Hana offers specimens of
Mazloum’s translation of AL Khayam’s
verses as if he was his contemporary and
companion.

Alaa Al Din’s study “Ahmad Amin
and the popular spirit” handles the
absence of popular spirit in the
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