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its traditional heritage. The papers were
presented in a series of seminars held at the
head quarters of the Egyptian society of folk
traditions. The seminars takled the various
manifestations of folk life at the oasis.

Then Wael AL-Semari offers a review of
a seminar held at the Higher council of
culture, which was held under the title
“Drawing Inspiration from Folk Literature
in Drama”. The seminar was moderated by
prof. Ahmad Mursi. Among the participants
in this seminar are Dramatist Raafat
AL-Dewiri, research-worker Ibrahim Helmi,
Dr. Ahmad Halawa and Dr. Sameh Marwan.
The review covers questions raised in the
seminar about the way in which the creative
Arab dramatist interacts with his official and
folk tradition and projects realtity.

Fatma Hussein presents and elaborate
review of the experiment of artist Aly AL
Desougqi which lasted for more than forty
five years and was characterized by the
artist’s unique style and its relevance to
heritage and the environment. His works
take us to the realms of myth and folk life in
Egypt. customs, traditions and the various
manifestations of Egyptian folk culture. The
artist held different exhibitions based on folk
life in Egypt.

In a brief review, Amer AL-Warai
presents his vision of a traditional
handicraft, namely fez-making. He explains
the various meanings of fez. He cites lines
from vernacular verse about the afez and
discusses its various kinds and mentions the
sole remnant shop of at AL-Ghouria street
and interviews fez its owner Haj Ahmad
AL-Tarabishi about the history of the fez
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and its origin, the raw material used in
producing it and the processes of
manufacturing fez .

Under the title “Out of Greak Myths”,
Dr. Tawfik ALi Mansour presents the myth
of Orpheus, the Lyre player, and the Myth of
the wooden or Trojan horse.We also publish
a Dutch folktale entitled “A city Under
Water” translated into Arabic by khalil
kolfat and narrated by French writer Bernard
Klavill.

The magazine continues to publish tales
out of the collection of Indian folktales
collected and rendered into English by A.K.
Ramongan. Dramatist Rafat AL-Dewiri
presents his translation of five tales out of
this collection. Four of these tales revolve
around family relationships, namely “The
Tale of the Two princesses Souna and Roba
and Their Incestuous Braother”. The Tale of
the Princess Whose Father Wanted to Marry
Her”, The Tale of The Two wives whose
husband lost his hair. *“ The Fifth tale is
about Four Daughters and a King”.

Abdel Satar Selim then presents his filed
collection of some verses belonging to the
wao . Medhat Mounir contributes an article
about “Dama and semsemia which
constitute and essential part of popular
wedding at The suez canal cities. Finally,
the magazine offers two testimonies by two
creative writers, viz novels Khayrie Shalby
under the title * How I become a Writer
Steps towards qualifications and playwright
Darwish AL-Asiouti under the title folk
tradition and theatre. and Endless Road.

Translated by:
Dr. Mohammed Bahnasy



methodologicaly diversity such as the
methods of studying oral tradition on the
one hand and the methods of studying
written folk epics on the other.

The file ends with prof. Al-Nagar’s study
of humorous verse during the reign of the
Mameluks . The study commences with his
discussion of the triumph of the sultans
during the reign of Mameluks and their role
in Islamic Egypt and the hegemony of
military feudalists over Egyptian society.
AL-Nagar then goes on to discuss social
disintegration and the rise of the spirit of
resistance and sarcasm. The folk community
had to resort to sarcasm because of its
ordeals and suffering and its inability to give
expression to its national identity.

Al-Nagar records the different sarcastic
arts common among the masses such as
muwashahat (verses with a special rhyme
scheme), Dubeit (Verse couplets), Zagal
(Vernacular verse), Mawalia, Homak,
Qoma, Kan Kan together with other
sub-genres derived from zagal such as
AL-Balik, AL-Mokafar, AL-Moranan, etc.
He also sheds further light on folk prose
genres such as folk humorous tales, tales of
vagabonds, tales of Malafiq, anecdotes, and
dissipation and the Maqmat, epistles and
fables together with folk thespain arts such
as khayal Al-Zel (shadow theatre) and epic
fine arts, etc.

In AL-Founoun AL-Shabia literary
section, Nabil Farag continues to write
under the title ©“ Out of the Memory of
Folklore”. In this issue, Farag discusses the
works of Ahmad Rushdi Saleh (1920-1980-
whose experiment in the filed of collecting
and studying folklore is one of the richest
experiments in this filed. His unique
experiment is evident in his three books
about folklore, mainly “Arts of Folk
literature”. (About verse), “Arts of Folk

literature” (About prose-1955-1956) and his
book “Folk Arts (1961). Farag illuminates
the externally important role played by
Saleh in managing and laying the foundation
for “Folk Arts Centre” in 1957 and his
contribution in the filed of journalism and
his role as a lecturer at The Higher Institute
of Theatrical arts. Farag concludes his
article with an article by Saleh which was
published in AL-Gamhouria newspaper on
20 July 1956 under the title “Literature for
the People And for The Future™.

The next article is a review by Gouda
Al-Refae of a book called ‘African Arts” by
research-worker Osama AL-Gohari. The
book is an outlook on African art and its
history in the great sahara and particularly
its southern arts. The book de-ciphers the
symbols of African art and the
interrelationships among it styles, devices
and effects. Moreover, the book handles the
various social and religious customs of
African desert. The book falls into an
introduction and two parts. The first part is
concerned with “Stone arts” while the
second tackles “Masks and Mythical
Dances”. The African continent is replete
with treasures of folk traditions. Africans
knew plastic arts since ancient times
particularly sculpture and painting. The
African ancestors believed that some
monuments were endowed with supernatural
powers which could stave off evil spirits.

In AL-Founoun AL-Shabia art tour,
Marawan Hamad offers a review of the
papers presented about the Siwa oasis by
research workers shermine Mou’nis , Rabab
Salem. Shermine Ibrahim, Hana Abou
Shemala Asmaa Abdel Khaleq and
Heliatallah AL-Amgad. They are
researchers at the preliminary year at the
faculty of in arts who graduated in 2005 and
have and interest in the siwa community and
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fifth and last part handles the hisoty of the
Arab or the conflict between the self and the
other.

Alaa Mohamed Ragab AL-Nagar
contributes a testimony of his father.

Research-worker Faris Khedr contributes
a study entitled “The Disassociation of
Anthropology and Folklore”. He confirms
that serious cultural climate should be made
available so that expatriate research workers
can make their own contribution to
knowledge. Prof. AL-Nagar’s contribution is
a proof of this hypothesis. As a research -
worker in the filed of folklore, he was
concerned with re-reading Arab folkloric
heritage in the light of the givens of folklore
in a bid to assert the cultural epistemological
and methodological interaction between oral
and written traditions. AL-Nagar was in a
position which enabled him to realize where
the work of the anthropologist ends and
where the work of the folklorist starts. He
could perceive that the research-worker
should start his study of the creative work
only to reach a deeper and better
understanding of folk concepts, values and
epistemological certainties. The
research-worker’s work should also be an
exploration of the artistic and aesthetic
aspects of the work under study. The roles
of anthropolological and folkloric work,
AL-Nagar maintains, should be
complementary. In his opinion, the
anthropologist should view the folkloric text
as an indication of social and cultural
aspects. The folklorist, in turn, assists the
anthropologist as he provides him with the
social context in which folk creative artists
produce and reproduce the folkloric text.

Research-worker Khalid Abou Ellil
presents an elaborate review of AL-Nagar’s
book “Abou Zeid AL-Hilali: The Symbol
and The Issue™ he calls our attention to the
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numerous studies conduced by the late
professor in the filed of folk legend, and the
Legend of Abou Zeid AL-Hilali in
particular, suchas his study “The Hero in
Folk Epics and Legends: Issues and Artistic
Aspects” and his study “An Introduction to
The Structural Analysis of Folk Legends In
Theory and Practice”. Abou EL Lile
focusses on the content of the book about
Abou Zeid Al Hilali which consists of an
introduction and two chapters and points out
the major issues dealt with in the book.

In a study entitled “ Mohamad Ragab
AL-Nagar and the Issues of Studying Folk
Legends,” research - worker Mohamad
Hassan Abdel Hafiz re-evaluates the
contributions of the late professor in his
studies of the texts of folk legends in both
their Egyptian and Arabic versions. The late
professor benefited by modern critical and
methodological books and offered
commendable applied models. Abdel Hafez
reminiscences about his discovery of the
varied works of the late professor and his
constant dialogue with him through his field
study and documentation of AL-Sira
AL-Hilalia. Some of the findings of his field
work converged with those of the late
professor while other findings diverged from
those of the late professor. Abdel Hafiz
determines two major issues tackled by Prof.
Al-Nagar, i.e. generic conflict and the
nominalism of literary genres in the work
the late professor which range from epic,
legend to epic-legends. The research-worker
considers other views which occurred in
works of AL-Nagar such as those of Prof.
Abdel Hamid Younis, prof. Ahmad Shams
Edin AL-Hagagi, Dr. Mohamad Hafez Diab
and others. The research-worker also tackles
the issue of methodological conflict in the
study of Arab folk legends, and the issues
pertaining to generic conflict and



entitled “Tawfik AL-Hakim and Folk
Literature. Patterns of Folkloric
Intertextuality”. The book has been
published by Ein Publishing House For
Social and Humanitarian Studies. The book
falls into an introduction entitled
“Illumination and Groundwork” and a body
comprising several topics. The first topic is
divided into two sections the first of which
tackles the social formulation of AL-Hakim
from the flokloric point of view. The second
section revolves upon the cultural formation
of AL-Hakim. The second topic is entitled
AL-Hakim and the search for new sources
for his theatrical project. This topic is
divided into three sections tackling the
artistic and critical consciousnes of
Al-Hakim and his interest in folklore. The
first section handles the stages of linguistic
formation and of vital folkloric concepts,
visions and issues. The second section
registers stages of artistic, literary and
linguistic formation of a popular theatre.
Prof. AL-Nagar ends his book with an
applied study of four plays by AL-Hakim,
namely the river of Madness and The
Pattern of textual essentialization, The
Justice Council and The Pattern of Textual
Generation, The Bewildered Sultan and the
Pattern of Implicit Intertexctualitly, The
Tree Climber and The Pattern of Metatext.

In an article entitled “Goha, The
Sarcastic Loser and the Perpetual Winner
Between Reality and Folklore™, Sobhi
Mousa reviews Prof. AL-Nagar’s book “The
Arab Goha, his Character, And Philosophy
of Life and His Way of Expression” which
is an extremely important and popular book
among folklorists. In this book Prof.
AL-Nagar does not seek to prove the
historical existence of Goha’s character in
books alone, but he culls and classifies
fragments about Goha in these books as

well. Ancients authors argue that Goha is
not Abo AL-Ghosn, but the historical Goha
lived and died at the same year of his death.
He also handled the complications of
Turkish Goha who carries the name Nasr
Edin Goha. Prof. AL-Nagar handles the way
in which folk imagination expanded the
character of Goha to cover all aspects of life,
such as the character of judge, courtier, the
thief, the vagabond, the rake, the husband,
the son, the father, the parasite and other
social roles.

Researcher Ahmad Bahi Edin Ahmad
reviews Prof. AL-Nagar’s book which is
entitled ‘Epic literature in Arabic Folk
Traditions’, The book comprises the late
Professor’s argument about epic literature in
books of folk siras (legends). The book falls
into five parts. The first part comprises three
chapters. The first chapter is entitled ‘Epic
literature, Definition and History”. The
second chapter carries the title
Morphological and Semantic Structure”
while the third chapter is entitled: “The
Structure Of Content: A Functional Reading
and The Issues of The Hero in Folk Legends
“. The second part is about Egypt in folk
legends and the unique place which it
occupies. This part handles three legends in
which egypt occupies a unique place,
namely Seif Ibn Ze El Yazan or the legend
of the Nile, AL-Zaher Beybars, or the
legend of Mameluki Egypt and Aly -
EL-Zeibaq or the art of resistance during the
Ottomanic reign in Egypt. The third part of
the book registers the role of women in folk
epic discourse and offers the example of the
legend of resolute princess. In The fourth
part, Prof. AL-Nagar acquits the the
creative folk poet of inventing legends like
the legend of Fayrouz Shah which gives the
Persian race priority over the Arab race. He
stresses the fact that this epic is a folk
version of Al-Ferdawsi’s Shahnama. The
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bibliography which reflects the authentic
vision of Prof. Al-Nagar and his broad
outlook on the study of folk literature.

Within the framework of this outlook,
Prof. AL-Nagar conducted studies in many
fields such as folk verse, folk song, satiric
verse, lullabies, creative works during
religious festivities such as the festivities
accompanying the rite of pilgrimage,
proverbs, and riddles. He equally studied
Arab values, customs and traditions,
prophetic medicine or alternative medicine.
Among his achievements is his discovery of
new folkloric genres such as tongue twisters.

Research - worker Masoud Shouman
tentatively approaches the cultural project of
the late professor and emphasizes the
importance of his books. This importance,
Shouman argues, is due to the late
professor’s attempt to resort to the original
and traditional resources. Such an attempt is
neither a relapsenor a mere return to the
past. Nor is it a mere desire to glorify
ancestors. Rather, it is an attempt to discover
the elements of folk legacies and uncover its
various manifestations in folk tradition. It
could be said that the late professor paved
the way for future research workers in all
fields. This is evident in his erudite dialogue
with folk narration and his review of our
fictional heritage. An accurate study of
AL-Nagar’s project reveals his interest in
the interrelationship between verse and
prose. His diverse creative output is an
amalgam of academic exploration, wonder,
and admiration of the treasures hidden in our
folk legacy. Under the title “Editing
Tradition Between Orality and Literacy”,
editor Hesham Abdel Aziz writes about
Prof. Al-Nagar’s stance regarding this
problem. He starts his article by
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emphasizing the idea of specialization in the
field of editing. He also handles Al-Nagar’s
selection of the text he edited such as
Fakahat AL-Kholafaa wa Mafakahat
Al-Zorafaa (Humorous anecdote of caliphs
and humorous tales of comic folk) and Sirat
ALi Zebaq (the blegend of ALy the
quicksilver). The research worker points out
that the choice of these two texts is a fruit of
the academic career which he followed.
Prof. Al-Nagar was deeply interested in oral
narratives and he adopted a number of
methods and logical criteria while editing
these texts without doing without narrative
pleasure.

Researcher Doaa Mostafa Kamel points
out in a study entitled “Arabic and Folk
Riddles: A Reading of the Project of Prof.
Al-Nagar” that literary riddles in our
heritage assume multiple forms such as
Awabed (odd riddles) prose riddles aiming
at testing common sense, riddles used in
criticizing verse and rhyme schemes,
political riddles, riddles based on dialogue,
Motayarat (riddles about birds), riddle tales,
humorous narrative riddles which handle
characters pretending to be foolish like
Goha. Prof. AL-Nagar diligently studied the
conitibutions of ancient Arab authors and
their definition of the riddles, its
classification, its function and characteristic
features. The research-worker registers
Prof. Al-Nagar’s efforts in this field and
casts light on specific studies, namely “The
Art of Riddles in Arab Tradition” and “The
Dictionary of folk ridles in Kuwait™.

Given the fact that Tawfik AL-Hakim
could be regarded as a pioneer of folk arts
and folk literature, and not merely a pioneer
of modern Arabic theatre, Hamdi Abdel
Monem reviews a book by the late Professor
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This Issue

Folkloric movement in Egypt and the
Arab World has lost some of its great
pioneers. This is the gist of Prof. Ahmad
Mursi’s obituary of Prof. Samir Sarhane and
Prof. Mohamad Ragab AL-Nagar and Prof.
Farouq Khorshid. This issue offers a file
about the achievement of Prof. Mohamad
Ragab AL-Nagar in the filed of folk
literature.

This file starts with a study by the late
professor about the current state of folk
literature in the light of contemporary
nationalistic movement. In this study, he
tackles the dualism inherent in Arabic
culture in the anthropological sense. By
duality the late professor means the gap
between elite culture and the culture of the
masses. Such dualism resulted in many
binary oppositions which remain unresolved
up till now such as cultural dualism which
implies a gap between acknowledged,
official central and elitist culture and the
uncknowledged. maraginalized folk culture.
Such dualism in the Arabic cultural
discourse is conductive to a parallel dualism
in literary discourse. We now have what
might be termed as the official
acknowledged, literature of the centre and
what might be termed marginalized

literature which comprises marrative and
oral traditions, literary oral tradition, and
folk oral tradition. Such dualism was not
known when the Arab nation was politically
strong. It was witnessed only when the
nation underwent periods of cultural
deterioration. We made the same mistake
during our modern literary renaissance. Had
this renaissance evolved naturally out of our
oral and folk arts, things would have been
different.

Under the heading “A lantern at The
Heart of The Nation”, the magazine,
publishes prefaces by novelist Khairi
Shalaby to four books by prof. Al-Nagar.
The books were issued within the series of
folk studies library published by mass
culture organization which is the first of its
kind in the field of folk traditions in Egypt
and the Arab world. Shalaby’s Prefaces
illuminate and ornament Prof. AL-Nagar’s
books such as the Arab Goha: His Character
and Philosophy life and His stylistic
Mannerism. The legend of Aly AL-Zebaq,
Haj folk song as an example and selections
of folk literature within Arab traditions.

Dr. Mostafa Gad presents and index of
Prof. AL-Nagar’s books along with his
studies and essays. This index starts with a
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