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(49) Riffaud J. I, Voyage en Egypt
Nubije, Muniwch, Laeroi, 1805, p4.
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".. plus les personnages des Nuits (YY)
sont privés de liberté, ou contraints

4 un exil forcé et temporaire ...
plus leur créativité se trouve
comme libérée de ses entraves ".
Malek Chebel. "Psychanalyse des
mille et une nuits" petite bib-
liotheque payot Code Seuil Paris
2002. P 350.
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Then we have two field collected
texts, i. e. “Eisha Al Qadra” collected
and documented by Ibrahim Abdel Hafiz
from narrator Abdel Latif Sayed Shehata
(62 years old, Shargia, Al Maasara,
Belgas, Dagahlia Ciovernarate) on 2 July
1996. The second text has been collected
and documented by Amer Al Waraqi
from Essalam City, New Omrania,

Cairo. The text is that of folk songs sung
on the henna eve.

At the end of this issue Haitham
Y ounis offers an explanation of some
electronic sites dealing with
Scandinavian folkloric traditions.

Translated by:
Mohamed Bahnasy
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draws a comparison between the various
descreptions of heaven and hell in those
tradition. He also shows how traditional
beoks and folk vision dealt witls this
concept. He started with Al Tabari who
discussed what prophet Mohamed
(God’s blessings and peace be upon him)
has seen during the nightly journey and
heavenly ascension. He discusses
Mohamad’s account of the scenes of
punishment and reward in hell and
heaven respectviely and the people
whom he saw there.

At the library section, Mohamad Aly
Salama presents a critical reading of The
Dictionary of Evreryday language”
supservised by Mohamad Al Gohary and
edited by Ibrahim Abdel Aziz and
Mostafa Gad in collaboration with a
team working in the field of folkloric
and anthropological studies. It has been
published by the Academic Bookshop at
Cairo in 2007. The book is an invaluable
academic contribution to the discpline of
lingiustic and lexicograplical studies and
the study of regional dialects.

At the testimonies sections Egyptian
novelist Salwa Bakr presents her
testimony under the title “Byzantium
Has Been at Our Houses”. In this
testimony, Bakr accurately describes her
childhood memories and the arts she
witnessed and which withstood time
such as embroidery, manual weaving
and carpentry. Poet Al Samah Abdulah
searches in his memory for the
childhood scenes which inspired his
poetry. He remembers the scene of the
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singer and the chorus at the moulid of
sidi Al Aref at Sohag. This scene is
followed by the scene of the muncipal
library and the library of the Sohag
cultural palace and his reading of the
legend of Hamza Al Bahlawan and his
witnessing the Hilalia narrator Gaber
Abou Hussein.

At Al Founoun Al Shaabia art tour,
research - worker Khalid Abou Al Lil
summarizes his Ph. D thesis which was
defended at the Arabic department,
Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. The
thesis was entitled “The Hilalia Sira at
Qena Governorate: A Study of Narrator
and Narrtion”. The thasis falls into two
parts. The first part is theoretical and
consists of five chapters. The second
part comprises the text which was field -
collected by the student. The board of
examiners consisted of Prof. Ahmad Aly
Moursi (supervisor), Prof. Ahmad
Shams Eddin Al Hagagi (co -
supervisor), Prof. Nabila Ibrahim
(member and president) and Prof.
Mohamad Abdel Hafiz Diab (member).
The board approved of the thesis and
recommended its publication at the
expense of the university and
exchanging it with other Universities.

Journalist Azza Abou Al Ez pays a
visit to the exhibition of artist Sayed Al
Qamash and notices mythical formations
in his works. Many of his paintings have
been inspired by popular myths and
folktales about Mother Ghoul (Omna Al
Ghoula) which is the litle of his
exhibition.



personae, description of dramatic
actions, stage directions and the dramatic
nature of the dialogue. The second part
of this study is to be published next
issue.

Hasnaa Saada offers her own semiotic
approach to one of The One Thousand
and One Tales, i. e. the tale of the
fisherman and the afreet which is
structurally similar to the frame tale as it
diverges into a series of tales. She
studies the tale through extractiong the
images which make us conscious of their
textual content and of the way the text is
being structured.

To facilitate the process of studying
the tale and understanding the horizon of
expectations of each character, Saada
sets out to divide the tale into basic
segments. Each segment reveals one
aspect of the character and the role it
plays in the narrative structure of events.
She also makes a distinction between
major and minor characters and draws
some explanatory charts showing the
development of the characters.

“Changing the Functional Roles of
the Rustic Household” is the title of
Sameeh Shaalan’s study in which he
shows how collective action can make
such shanges cope with the conditions of
life. He relies, for the most part, on the
findings of functionalists such as Boas,
Malinowski, Baskom and Brown which
could be applied to various aspects of
folk tradetions.

Shaalan selected, for the purposes of
his study, a certain village at the south of
the Delta whose inhabitants rely on
traditional agriculture as the source of
income. He shows how the location of
the house plays an important role in
uncovering the relationsthip between
members of the rustic community. The
study shows that the internel division of
the house is impacted by the basic needs
of its owners and that equilibrium is
re-established between the daily needs of
the peasants and the changes which
came over the shape of the house, its
building materials and its internal
divesion.

The study also highlignts the choice
of the location of the house and
discusses the factors which enhanced
individualism and insularity. The
research - worker discusses, in addtion
to the various changes, the class status of
the owrners of the house and the changes
in internal division as in the oven hall,
the mastaba and the barn.

Shawqi Abdel Qawi tackles “Hell and
Heaven in Written Traditios and Folk
visions”. The idea of punishment by
going to hell or of reward by going to
heaven stems from man’s perception of
the idea of the after - life which dates
back to ancient Egyptian civilization and
is mentioned in the Old and New
Testaments, in Persian religion and in
Islam. Islam is the religion where this
concept is most frequently cited in both
the Koranic texts and Islamic written and
oral traditions. Habib then discusses and
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psychological make - up of those who
utter them. The figurative and linguistic
structures which characterize
invocations constitute the artistic images
which overlap with and represent the
immediate environment.

In a study entitled “The River Nile in
Myth and History”, Amr Abdel Aziz
Mounir traces the mythological accounts
reflecting the relationship between the
Egyptians and the Nile. Such accounts
also reflect the interest of the Egyptians
in the unkown and the impulses which
urged them to make up for the acute lack
in their knowledge which almost
bordered on superstition. He also
surveys the historical and geograpical
accounts of the Nile in writen Arabic
traditions such as those of Al
Telmesany, Msoudi, Ibn Mahshara, Ibn
Mohamad Al Aswani, Al Nowiri, Al
Qazwini, Al Magrizi and Others.

Abdul Ghani Daoud offers his study
“The Constitutive Myths in Pharoanic
Ritual Theatre: The Myth of Isis and
Osiris”. He starts with a definition of the
myth and gives an account of the main
diffirent views involving the historical,
social and cosmic dimensions of this
myth. A myth, he states, is a narrative
associated with ritual. Daoud maintains
that the rituals associated with ancient
man are the real beginning of the theatre
which was manifest in the representation
and the recurrence of certain actions. In
such rituals, man confused between
subject and object and in a later
development they became distinct and
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those who performed ritual actions
started to recognize such distinction and
turned into actors.

To trace the idea of ritual theatre,
Daoud sheds light on the myth of Isis
and Osiris which was closely bound up
with the doctrine of immortality and
coloured almost everything in ancient
Egypt. The representation of the death
ritual and that of coming back into life
marked the birth of ritual theatre. This
kind of theatre is a unique experience
since the text to be performed consists of
religious rites and is performed by
priests and attended by praying
audience. The places in which the
performance was conducted changed
from one performance to another. The
setting could have simply been the altar
of the temple, the mysteries room or it
could have simply taken place outside
the temple. Daoud then accounts for the
reason why ancient Egyptian theatre did
not assune an independent shape. This
was simpty due to the religious character
of the performance, the sanctity of the
texts and the close association between
them and the audience. Thus the theatre
was not detached from the ritual. This is
the opposite of what happened in Greek
theatre. Ultimately, Daoud presents the
three basic texts of antient Egyptian
theatre, namely “Memphis Drama”,
“The Coronation Drama” and “The
Truimpls of Horus”. Tbese three texts
prove the fact that ancient Egyptian
theatre has its own comptete theatrical
elements, e. g. a list of the dramatis



CalESNE SHEINESNE e SHESMES

This Issue

This issue starts with a study by
Suleiman Mahmoud Hasan entitled “Al
Qefasa (making baskets, coops, crates,
etc out of palm fronds), The Craft of
Folk Furniture: Its Fundamentals, Raw
Materials, Tools and its Relevance to
Folk Customs and Traditions”. This craft
is deeply rooted in Egyptian history and
it covers two aspects. The first aspect is
the semi - constant traditions of the craft
which meet the daily needs of the
people. The second aspect stressed by
the research - worker is the investment
of this craft in manufacturing folk
furniture. The imagination of the folk
artist and his ability to embody and reflct
the sentiments of his people has a great
impact on this craft. The study starts
with a historical survey of the products
made out of palm fronds by ancient
Egyptians, the Greeks and the Romans
down to copts and muslims. Then the
research - worker offers a detailed
account of such products at the present
time and the customs, traditions and

beliefs with which this craft is
associated.

In his study “The Importance of
Recording, Analyzing and Classifying
Egyptian Folk Music”, Ahmad Y oussef
seeks to shed light on such importancne
and to link it to scientific methodology.
He also observes that other research -
workers have been interested in writing
down literary texts, describing
performances and other theoretical
aspects without noting down the music
and even if such music is taken into
consideration, it is usually noted down
hastily without caring about the rules of
noting down music and analyzing and
classifying it in a methodological
manner.

In his study “Folk Invocations: Their
Structure and Significance”, Mostafa
Ragab tackles a topic which has received
little attention in folkloric studies. Folk
invocations could be regarded as an
excellent expression of the enivronment
and national character as they reveal the

\v¢







-
=3

iz

[if=
&

AL-FUNUN A, Y.
AL-SHAABIA SLEB L |

FOLK-LORE

iE
=

A Specialized Refereed Magazine
Founded and edited by

Abdel-Hamid Yunis, in January 1965 No: 78
and supervised artistically by April - May - June 2008
Abdel-Salam EI-Sherif
Chairman of GEBO
Nasser El-Ansary
Editorial Board Chairman of the Egyptian Society
Ahmad Abo Zeid of Folk Traditions & Editor-in-chief
Ahmed Shams Eddin El-Hagagy Ahmed Ali Morsy
Asa’ad Nadim Deputy Editor-in-Chief
Abdel-Hamid Hawass SHEN
Abdel Rahman El-Shaf’ey NAIgRG ek
. Hassan Surour
Esmat Yehia )
Ali Abdullah Khalifa ALESRR
Nagwa Shalaby
Mohammed. M. EI-Gohary Editorial Secretaries
Mostafa El-Razaz Doaa Mostafa Kamel

Nawal El-Messiry Mohammed. H. Abdel-Hafiz




AL - FUNUN
AL - SHAABIA

FOLK-LORE

%4
&l
dolall

OIS



