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procession), collected and documented by
Hassouna Fathi), three tales from Aga,
Tanamel Al Gharbi Village (The Fair
Beauty — The Green Sparrow — The Three
Goats), collected and documented by
Mohamed Abu Al Ela.

In Al Funun Al Shaabia art tour Mustafa
Gad writes about “The Oral, Written and
Spoken: an International Conference on
National Issues”; it is a review of the
International Conference on the Oral,
Written and Spoken, held in CNRPAH,
Algeria, 6-9 Jan. 2008. The conference is the
culmination of cultural activities in Algeria
as the capital of Arabic culture in 2007. a
number of Arab scholars participated in its
activities while all European scholars who
were invited did not come. Khalida Tomi,
the Algerian Minister of Culture expressed

her annoyance in her closing speech.

In the tour Ahmed Abu Khneiger
describes the rituals of Mouled Al Bastawi.
It is a celebration of Al Bastawi by the
natives of Qiyat Al Kubbaniya in the 13th
and 14th of Sha’ban. The village is located
15 kilometers from Aswan, in the west line
of the Nile. It has seven hamlets, the middle
of them is Al Bastawi Hamlet. Al Bastawi is
the famous Sufi Abu Al Yazid Al Bastami
(from Bastam in Persia) Taifour bn Eessa bn
Adam bn Shrusan (died in 261 H).

Safa’ Abdel Mun’em ends the tour with
“A Midwife and a Visiting Lady’s Maid: An
Amusing Sitting”; it is about customs and
traditions of marriage, death, etc. concerning
the art of saying, narrating or singing for
children, and seasons, visits and other folk
practices in Al Alali, Shalateen.

Translated by
Mohamed El Gindy




appear in tales, songs or any other folk
genre. Dundes believes that studying a view
of the world needs in the first place a
description of folk ideas which contribute to
forming a worldview. Those ideas are small
analytical units of the worldview. Dundes
invites folklorists to adopt his concept or a
similar one to widen the field of folklore
from just a field of collecting the heritage of
the past and keeping it to be a reference
material for studying a view of the world.

In the Library Section, Safwat Kamal
reviews Never Marry a Woman with Big
Feet: Proverbs about Women From Around
the World by Mineke Schipper. This book is
special because it is the outcome of 15 years
of research, travel and collecting material. It
is about women in the proverbs of many
countries, including more than 15000
proverbs from about 278 languages and
dialects, concerning women’s physical and
social descriptions. The study includes a
comparative analysis of similarities and
differences in regarding females in more
than 150 cultures. In her Preface of the
English version of the book, Wendy
Doniger, Professor of the History of
Religions in Chicago University, points out
that it is a source folklorists and folklorists
can use its method of classification. It is a
new contribution which can be compared to
Stith Thompson works who was well known
of his classification of folklore. The first
version of the book was published in
English, although the author is Dutch and
works in Leiden University, Netherlands.
The author collects proverbs which take
women as their subject from around the
world, and puts them together in one

W

publication; it uncovers practices of
discrimination on basis of gender in the oral
culture all over the world. Mona Ibrahim
and Hala Kamal did a good job in translating
the book into Arabic. They point out that the
book is directed to the public reader, in that
it introduces interesting material of proverbs
and direct comments on them. It is also
meant to the specialized, in that it contains
material worthy of research and scientific
evaluation.

In the same section, Nabil Farag
continues his survey which introduces
scientific, cultural, intellectual, artistic and
literary figures who contributed to the study,
collection, and adaptation of folklore. The
seventh of his articles is about the writer
Mohamed Lutfi Gum’a (1886-1953). Farag
selected two articles by Gum’a, published in
Al Mugtataf (March, April 1942), entitled
“Sociology and Nations Sciences, Arts and
Wisdom in World Folklore”. The articles
were republished in his book Studies in
Folklore. Gum’a points out the importance
of Folklore in European Literatures, and
using it in interpreting real life practices and
traditions on both the individual and society
levels.

Tal’at Radwan ends the Library Section
by his review of Vol. I of The Encyclopedia
of Traditional Crafts in the Historic Cairo
by Asala Society for Keeping Traditional
and Contemporary Arts in collaboration
with Aghakhan Foundation for Cultural
Services (Egyptian Branch).

This Issue contains a variety of texts: al
nameem texts in Aswan, collected and
documented by Gamal Edawi — al bushan
texts (folk songs during the bridegroom



according to the expectations of the
audience lead all to different versions of
Sirat Bani Helal. The difference is not only
between the rawis, but it may also be
between the versions of the same rawi.
Abdel Hafez compares between the oral and
written versions of Sirat Bani Helal. The
written versions differ distinctively from the
oral because the oral versions are in
continuous development. A comparison
between the two is like a comparison
between someone and his grandfather who
lived 200 years ago. Abdel Hafez tells the
story of documenting the version of Ratiba
Farghali Rifa’i; she made him aware of the
influential — yet concealed — voice of
women in Sirat Bani Helal. Women played
also an important part in preserving the Sira
and recounting it to male rawis. They
sustained its ethical and social balance by
enforcing the roles of females, especially
that of the Gazya who embodied insight,
strength, art and beauty in a way which
could make her a unique example of woman
in the history of the Arabic culture.

The second part of Abdel Ghani
Dawoud’s “The Constituting Myths in the
Pharaonic Ritual Theatre” continues to view
the theatrical adaptations of the myth of
“Isis and Osiris”, starting with Tawfiq Al
Hakim’s Isis (1955). The myth allowed
Egyptian playwrights to use it symbolically
to express their attitudes and thoughts. It is
an objective equivalent of a symbolic
universe which reaches its utmost influence
on stage. Egyptian playwrights tried to
convey political, social and economic
hidden messages beyond the myth. Tawfiq
Al Hakim was a pioneer in adapting it.

Other writers were Ali Ahmed Bakathir in
Osiris (1959), Naguib Sorour in From
Where I Can Get People (1975), Ra’fat Al
Duweiri who used the myth most in his
plays according to Abdel Aziz Hamouda,
Abdel Aziz Hamouda in People in Thebes
(1981), Mohamed Al Feel in Sa’ad the
Orphan (1981) depending on the folk mawal
“Sa’ad Al Yateem”, Mohamed Mahran Al
Sayyed in his poetical The Spear and Arrow
(1971), Mohamed Nasr Yassin in The
Victory of Horus (1966), Mohssen Al
Khayyat in The Throne of Osiris (1996),
Ahmed Twfiq in Abydos Space (1999),
Isma’il Al Adli in It Happened in Octobre
(1973) and Hassan Sa’d in Horus the Little
Pharaoh (1997), a play for children.

Mohamed Bahnasi translates Folk Ideas
as Units of Worldview by Alan Dundes
(American Folklore, 1971, no. 331). Dundes
discusses overlooking certain cultural
phenomena by folklorists as a result of
confining themselves to the traditional
divisions of genres. This practice influences
their studies and omits themes and
phenomena which do not fit into their
schemes of division. Dundes provides
examples of American visions, ideas and
conceptions in their capitalist context which
are completely overlooked by folklorists or
classified arbitrarily according to tradition.
He proposes calling them “Folk Ideas™,
which means traditional concepts of some
group of people about the nature of Man, the
world and Man’s life in this world. Folk
Ideas are not a folk genre itself, but a
multiplicity of genres; proverbs, for
example, express an idea or more of folk
ideas, but those ideas themselves may
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dimensions: one in the shape of the
instrument and the other in its quality sound.
Deformation of the shape is clear in the
semsimeya which suffered change in its
shape and the number of cords. The rababa
as well met the same deformation —
deliberately — by enlarging its sound box
and adding sound capsules attached with
amplifiers. Concerning the scale of sound,
some players added sets of changing tones
to some instruments (koula — rababa) or
increasing the number of cords (semsimeya
— rababa). Shabana proceeds to discuss
contact with foreign cultures and its
influence; when folk artists performed in
Europe, they tried to imitate European
developments. Some groups made four sizes
of the semsimeya, imitating the violin
family. Some even tried to imitate some
practices of Western music, such as chamber
music or the quartet. Shabana stresses the
need for developing Egyptian folk music
instruments without violating their special
sound nature. He calls for informing new
generations about them, by designing music
curricula in the obligatory stages. He asks
for a department for studying Egyptian folk
music and instruments, with workshops for
making and maintaining them, and sound
labs for their development, to ensure their
continuity and effective role in Egyptian

music.

Abdel Sattar Sleem moves us to folk
literature in “Folk Literature and the Art of
Waw”. It is divided into two parts; the first
defines folk poetry according to old and
modern scholars, providing some examples
starting from the Jahili poetry to the
beginning of Islam and the periods of the
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Umayyads and Abbasids. The study gives
also examples of other kinds of folk
literature; the muwashah appeared by the
end of the Murrabets period through the
Mullathams period. The zagal was
originated in Andalusia and dealt with
subjects such as celebrations, childhood, war
and mourning. The kan wa kan (once upon a
time) started in Baghdad before spreading
everywhere. The gawma is related to
Baghdad during the Abbasids period. The
mawal is well known, especially in Egypt.
The second part of the study deals with
some oral arts in South Egypt, starting with
the waw in Upper Egypt, then gar al
nameem which is similar to the ruba’i
mawal with two differences: the music order
and the rhythm of the third line. Sleem ends
his study with folk elegies; they are
utterances by women to induce weeping
over the dead, and they consist of four-line

VErses.

Mohamed Hassan Abdel Hafez writes
about folk sira in “Sirat Bani Helal: Orality
and the Lesson of Difference”. He points out
the inevitability of difference in narrating
Sirat Bani Helal according to the context of
performance. The kind of rawi is one
reason; he may be a professional rababa
poet or an amateur. Other reason is personal
differences: age, personality, social status,
family or tribe. The social context may
influence the style or the tone of the rawi; he
may take side with a certain character, even
if marginal such as Abu Al Qumsan who
took credit by some rawis in confronting
Abu Zeid. Diversity of sources, special
surroundings at the time of performance,
desire of avoiding repetition and adaptation
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This Issue

Taimour Ahmed Yussef begins this issue
with “The Influence of Music and Local
Heritage on Improvisation”, which has been
the main subject of the 17th round of the
Arabic Music Festival. Improvisation with
music is a major kind of creation dependant
on the personality of the creator, his life and
experience, where artistic, social and
political influences on his society cluster to
form his identity and mould his rules of art
and expression. The study is divided into
two parts; the first is theoretical providing a
historical background of the arts of
improvisation worldwide and their
development, and the main techniques
which contributed to the new change in the
performance of music heritage in general.
The second part is practical introducing the
pioneers of improvisation in Arabic music
and solo performance. Providing a number
of examples, Yussef argues that
improvisation is influenced by music and
local heritage, beginning with the mawal
and its main figures in Egypt and the Arab
world (Khadra Mohamed Khedr, Mohamed
Taha, Badreya Al Sayyed, Metqal Qinawi,
Yussef Shata, Abdo Al Hamouli, Yussef Al
Manyalawi, Abdel Hai Helmi, Saleh Abdel

Hai, Fatheya Ahmed, Abbas Al Bleidi,
Abdel Ghani Al Sayyed, Farid Al Atrash,
Ibrahim Hamouda, Karim Mahmoud,
Mohamed Qandil, Um Kulthoum, Mohamed
Abdel Mutelib, Mohamed Al Kahlawi,
Mohamed Al Ezabi, Mohamed Rushdi,
Shafiq Galal, Wadi’ Al Safi, Sabah Fakhri,
Lutfi Bushnaq and Nazim Al Ghazali). He,
then, discusses the solo performance or free
taqaseem which has a number of schools:
free tagaseem which is liable to the desires
and selections of the performer, and
restricted tagaseem which limits itself to a
certain iqaa. Yussef provides three schools
as examples of improvisation: the Egyptian,
the Iragi and the Tunisian schools. He states
two stages of improvisation: the old school
in the end of the 19th century and the new
which begins in the second quarter of the
20th century.

Mohamed Shabana expounds a
controversial issue in “Changes in Some
Egyptian Folk Music Instruments”. Many
nations are interested in their folk music
instruments, but in Egypt it is no longer the
case; the industry is deteriorating which may
influence the development of Egyptian
music itself. Shabana gives the problem two
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