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structure and artistic techniques in folk
forms and subjects, stressing on the plays of

Al Duwairi.

Ahmed Bahi Al Din Ahmed reviews his
M.A. thesis, The Helali Sirah in Kafr Al
Sheikh Governorate, discussed in Helwan

University.

Khaled Abu Al Leil presents a text of
The Hilali Sirah, collected from Qina
Governorate. The title is Newly Born Stage
by the narrator Abdel Nasser Hassan
Mohamed Moussa.

Gamal Adawi presents a poetical text
entitled Muraba’at fi Fan Al Namim. He

collected it from Aswan Governorate.

Medhat Safwat Mahfouz presents a text
of a folk tale from Asuit Governorate,
entitled Hikayat Al Sit Agab by the narrator
Mahassen Mohamed Ahmed.

Safaa Abdel Mun’em presents the 4th
part of Daya wa Mashta (A Midwife and a
Visiting Lady’s Maid), entitled Qad Al

Namousa Yefarrah Al Aroussa, in which she

interviews the narrator Sa’diyya Mahmoud.

Mohamed Ibrahim Mabrouk translates
three folk tales from Spain: Grateful
Animals, Children of the She-Goat and the
Wolf. and The Shoemaker and the Tailor.

In Al Funun Al Shabia Library Salwa
Bakr presents a folk group called “Bitou’
Ramz”, referred to by Abdel Mun’em
Shumeis in his book, “Cafes of Literature

and Art in Cairo”.

Nabil Farag continues presenting
prominent figures in folklore research. In his
10th episode he presents the scholar and
critic Badr Al Deeb, who invited all his
rcaders to collect folkiore in his article
“Folklore: An Invitation for Collecting and
Studying it”. The article is republished in

this issue.
Translated by

Dr. Mohamed El Gindy
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Amr Abdel Aziz Munir writes “Treasures
of Ancient Egypt between Magic Beliefs
and Arabic Myths”. It is about hidden
treasures of ancient Egypt, called “Al
mataleb” by Al Magrizi, and the Science of
Treasures. Many explanations were
provided by the folk imagination of people,
depending on beliefs of resurrection and
intentional hiding of treasures. Ancient
Egyptians protected their treasures by
magical spells because they valued them in
life and the afterlife. Whoever tries to find
those treasures would be afflicted with
“Pharaohs Curse”. Munir moves to the
Lighthouse of Alexandria and the mythical
stories connected with it. He also expounds
different folk stories about ancient kings and
their relics, and ancient beliefs about
magical powers of jewels and precious A
stones used as talismans and amulets. Munir
concludes with the role of numbers in
historical writings, especially no. 7. It has a
special status in folk magic, especially
written magic that is believed to be more
effective than oral magic because of its

ambiguity and secrecy.

Radwan Al Genani writes “The History
of Egyptian Pilgrimage Season”. He
discusses the relations between Egypt and
the Arabian Peninsula, and the role of
geographical location. Relations were
strengthened after the Islamic opening of
Egypt and the beginning of pilgrimage
season. Al Genani writes about different
topics connected with that season, such as

supplies provided by Egypt for Al Hejaz,
A

wheat carriers during the Omayyad period
and endowments for Al Haramayn. When
Egypt was the centre of Fatimid rule which
opposed the Abbasids, the pilgrimage season
took a political dimension. During the reign
of Salah Al Din Al Ayoubi pilgrimage
season witnessed interest in Red Sea
navigation, because crusaders threatened
terrestrial road. During the Mamluk age
pilgrimage season took religious and social
meanings when Egypt became a centre for
pilgrims from the West and Africa. The
study describes the journey of pilgrims from
its beginning and the roads taken, whether
by land or sea. What happens on the holy
lands and the change of Ka’aba dress. In his
study Genani provides a comprehensive

picture of the pilgrimage season.

In Al Funun Al Shaabia tour Sabri Abdecl
Hafiz covers the 4th national conference on
folklore (26-29 Oct. 2009), entitled
“Folklore: Present Circumstances and Future
prospects”. It discussed the relation between
material and nonmaterial cultures, how
modern technology can help in documenting
folklore and the relation between folklore

and continuous development.

From Nubia Abdel Rahman Awad
presents “Extinct Nubian Traditions and
Habits”. He describes extinct folk habits of
weddings, birth, clothes, death, evil omen

and envy.

Abdel Ghani reviews a Ph.D. thesis on
Dramatic Inspiration of Folklore in the
Theatre of Ra’fat Al Duwairi by Shereen

Galal. The researcher discussed the dramatic



providing resistance with information. Some
songs were written especially for women as
a symbol for the Algerian Revolution. Songs
preserved religion, the Arabic language and
cultural elements that occupation tried to

wipe out.

Sami Suliman Ahmed writes “Critical
Attitudes of Folk Narratives and Their Role
in Founding the Arabic Novel”. He analyzes
the attitudes of Arabic critics towards folk
narratives and their influence on the Arabic
novel in Egypt and Sham during the 2nd half
of the 19th century. Suliman bases his
analysis on the relation between folk culture
and official culture. He argues that the
discourse of most critics depends on
reviving the elements of middle Arabic
criticism. Their discourse can be classified
into three categories: traditional,
compromising and renewing. The first
category did not accept new literary genres,
but the other two did and asked questions
about the nature of folk narratives and their
contribution in the Arabic novel. They
believed that renewal should accompany
changes in modern culture. Three different
attitudes towards folk sirahs and The
Arabian Nights. The first attitude refused
them because they present false history,
such as the case of Mohamed Abdo.
However this attitude had a positive side,
that it acknowledged the narrative nature of
Arabic and folk literature, which could be
considered as a step towards changing the
negative attitude towards narratives. The
second attitude accepted The Arabian Nights

as a kind of folk narratives which

represented phenomena close to truth and far
from lying. The Arabian Nights depicts
manners and habits of people from different
classes. It is an example of folk narratives
with aesthetical and ethical values. The third
attitude accepted The Arabian Nights as a
representative of oriental life. Critics here
celebrated the opinions of Western critics
concerning the work and their description of
Arabs as “best narrators, talkers and
story-tells”. Renewing critics considered
The Arabian Nights a wonderful work which
used free imagination instead of sound
reason. They analyzed the work using
traditional terms of narration such as story,

tale, news and anecdote.

Atared Shukri writes “The Mamluk
Egypt in Ibn Daniel’s Babat”. He represents
the Mamluk Egypt in Ibn Daniel’s Babat as
arranged by Ibrahim Hamada in his book
Shadow Play, arguing that the age of
Mamulk Sultans was one of the richest
historical periods in Egypt. It was an age of
contradictions, military power and dream of
Khilapha restoration. Many creators
appeared such as Ibn Daniel, Al Gazzar and
others. The study discusses shadow play as
an important folk art of sarcasm flourished
during the Mamluk age because of their
harsh life which needed relief. Shukri
described some characteristics of life during
that age by presenting three Babat: “Tayf Al
Khayal”, “Ajeeb wa Ghareeb” and “Al
Mutayyam wa Al Da’i Al Yatim”. They
describe traditions of marriage, and images
of imposter doctors, conjurers and circus

players.
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of traditional singing, which has its unique
characteristics, not only in Iraq but in all the
Arab World. The study discusses the
different kinds of Magams and their
occasions of performance, because each
Magqam is performed in a certain occasion.
Other kind of Iraqi music is country music.
It is a kind of singing which is shared in all
Arab countries, but in Iraq it has its special
characteristics because of certain
geographical, historical and cultural factors.
Taymour provides examples of Iraqi folk
songs which bears similarity to other Arabic
songs illustrating the originality of folk
singing which is the outcome of one culture,
such as Ah Ya Asmar Al Loun. He proceeds
to discuss kinds of music which are typical
of the Arabic environment, such as songs for
babies, children and their games, analyzing

their rhythms and tempos.

Atef Imam Fahmi writes “The Role of
Nai in Some of Ali Isma’il’s Compositions
for Reda Group for Folklore”. He discusses
some compositions by Ali Isam’il for Reda
Group, pointing out that they depended on
oriental instruments such as the nai, oud and
ganoun. He analyzes some compositions:
Shu Al Asari, Rannit Khulkhal, Rags Al
Kheil and Al Mouled, stressing on the main
role of the nai. The study is divided into two
parts. The first is theoretical reviewing
ancient kinds and forms of folk dancing, and
the strong relation between music and
dancing. It also reviews the instruments
used. Fahmi points out the important role
played by Arabic folk dancing in expressing
folk art through implying and movement.

M

Fach dance contains an idea or a subject
concerning traditions and habits. The role of
the nai is distinctive in Egyptian music that
many composers wrote special pieces for il.
Fahmi reviews the role of the nai in
Isma’il’s compositions for national songs,
analyzing his style of orchestral
compositions which enabled him to choose
suitable instruments for his music. Truly his
music expressed the Egyptian spirit. In the
second part of the study some pieces of
Isma’il’s music which depended on the nai
and were composed for Red Group are
analyzed. Fahmi analyzes the parts played
by the nai and its relation to the whole

orchestra.

Sa’eeda Hamzawi writes “On the
Revolutionary Awrasian Song”. Hamzawi
begins with defining the richness of
Algerian Heritage due to the assimilation of
diverse cultures. She reviews different kinds
of Awrasian folk songs and their
performance. There is group singing (Al
Rahhaba/Al Zakkara) who divide their songs
into three kinds; they begin the night with
praising Allah, then revolutionary songs in
the middle of the night and end with
sentimental songs by the end of the night.
There is also solo singing by which Issa Al
Germouni broke the traditions of group
singing. Finally there are songs of grief and
sorrow (Ayyash). Hamzawi discusses the
revolutionary Awrasian song during the
French occupation, because the Awras was a
centre for resistance and one of the most
abused parts. Songs played an important role
in reinforcing and unifying people and
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This Issue

This issue begins with “The Poetic Text
and the Musical Note in Folk Songs:
Structure and Significance” by Mohamed
Omran. It stresses on the important role
played by folk songs in Society; they are a
complete functional factor working mutually
with other factors of culture, and a revealing
activity of the role played by individuals and
groups. A study of folk songs can form a
comprehensive picture in the field of
customs and believes and in all fields of
mutual communication and social
adaptation. Omran discusses the standards of
defining folk songs in a given society and
how music integrates with poetry into songs.
Which one helps in the continuity of the
other, or what the role of poetry compared to
that of music is, and which is more
important? Omran explains the relation
between music and text in Al Mawawiyya (a
way of performing ballads, then a way of
narrating sirahs), and relates the art back to
Greek oratory. Folk singing is a distinctive
field in which music goes with poetry
according to certain rules and traditions.

Sometimes music excels poetry and

sometimes poetry excels, but both help to
keep each other. It is usually poetry which
should be adapted to music, but it is more
than often that a certain poetic topic is
connected with a certain music that using
one unconsciously recalls the other. In some
cases music is adapted to poetry, as in the
Hilali Sirah. Omran argues that music and
the way of performance help to keep poetry,
because recalling music and performance is

easier than recalling poetry.

Taymour Ahmed Yussef in “Iragi Music
between Tradition and Folklore” argues that
the tradition of Arabic Music with all its
traditional and folk genres and
classifications is the outcome of a collective
creativity. In the Iraqi music in particular,
the Islamic Arabic Culture assimilated and
reacted with many other cultures such as the
Sumerian, Akkadian and Babylonian
cultures. This communication created a kind
of distinctiveness in the Iraqi music. One
important kind of singing in Iraq is
traditional singing, in which the performer
sticks to a certain Arabic musical scale. The

Iraqi Magam is the most distinguished form
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