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Phases of data collection
1. Exploratory Phase
From 10/3/2008 to 14/3/2009

On exploratory phase which resulted in collecting and docu-
menting 576 hrs. of video, 262 hrs. of sound and 26608 photos
from 18 governorates. the purpose of this Phase was to know
what to collect and from where.

2. In depth phase
From 15/3/2009 to 30/6/2009

This phase of data collection resulted in undertaking 169 trips
in 16 governorates, 271 hrs. of video ,93 hrs. of sound and 8889
photos were recorded.

3. Collection of special topics basically dealing with special
occasions

e From 10/4/2008 to 23/2/2009,Religious festivals (moulids)::
It was possible to document moulids all over Egypt through

23 field trips which resulted in 213 hrs. of video,14969 photos
and 40 hrs. of sound.

® From 1/10 /2009 to 1/2/2009, folk ceremonies:
Marriage:

Folk marriage and its songs as a special family occasion re-
sulted in 317 trips in 20 governorates, 411 hrs. of video, 114 hours
of sound and 17743 photos.

4. service projects
From 1/7/2009 to 30/9/2009

Ministry of Industry requested data on traditional crafts of Data
was collected from 23 governorates, 366 traditional crafts were re-
corded through 373 trips in rural and urban areas, 588 hrs. of
video, 123 hrs. of sound and 28262 photos, in addition 19 crafts in-
tensively studied.



Preparatory procedures

1/12/2007:

The starting date in the presence of 84 specialists
to discuss.the aims, objectives and future plans of the
archives.

10/12/2007:

Collectors was held at the premises of the archives.
20 data collectors attended the training: lectures on
all genres of folklore were given by the different con-
sultants, in addition to specialists in photography and
video techniques.

29/12/2007:

Meeting with 15 consultants who will be responsible
for Supervising the data collectors, evaluate the work
and set plans for work. This body of consultants
meets every Saturday (to date 103 meetings).

27/1/2008:

The second training program was attended by 50
trainees

16/6/2008: Training 40 trainees
24/8/2008: Training 35 trainees
7/5/2008 : Training 25 trainees

The total number of trainees is 170 B.A. university graduates,
40 of which were chosen for data collection under the direction of
16 faculty members in the different field of traditional culture.
Data collection

Until the first of April 2010 the data collectors accomplished
1797 trips. During these trips the archives complied the following:

® 1984 hours of video (sound, pictures)
® 623 hours of sound recording
@ 95739 photos

® The data collection covered 24 governorates.
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Establishing a national archives for folklore has been the dream
of all the pioneers of this field for the last 60 years. They initiated
the Center of Folklore (1958). Unfortunately this project did not
succeed for various reasons. Now, the archives is no more a
dream, for it has become a reality after stumbling for many years.
Therefore we should run with full speed or else we will lose an im-
portant component of our national identity.

We would like to introduce to the reader the accomplishments
of the archives that have been fulfilled during the two and half
years of its existence. First, we want to extend our gratitude to the
artist Farouk Hosny, the Minister of Culture and the Chairman of
the Board of the High Council of Antiquities for designating Beit Al
Kharazati (a historic building) at Gamalia to house the Egyptian Ar-
chives of Traditional Culture. We are very grateful for the support
of Dr. Faiza Abou Al Naga, Minister of International Cooperation.
Dr Zahi Hawas, Director of the High Council of Antiquity, is a great
help in easing and facilitating the procedures facing our implemen-
tation. To the Arab Fund for Social and Economic Development,
we are thankful. Mr. Abdel Latif Al Hamad, the Chairman of
AFSED, who is a true lover of traditional culture, is constantly sup-
porting our efforts for safeguarding and archiving the folk tradi-
tions. The financial support of the organization he is heading pro-
vided the academic and technical foundation for the Archives.
Through this fund we were able to accomplish the following:

1 _ Furnish the premises of the Archives,

2 _ Acquire the necessary equipment for data collection and
documentation,

3 _ Install the electrical network for lighting, computers,
servers and telephones,

4 _ Acquiring office furniture,

5 _ Purchase necessary equipment: laptops, servers,
cameras, graphic units, editing units, printers, plotters and
sound systems,

6 — Training of data collectors,

7 — Finance field operations and data processing.

Through the moral and financial support of many believers in
the value of traditional culture, we have laid the foundation for a
monumental academic and cultural entity, and hope it continues
to be an asset to the various academic purposes and other organi-
zations or individuals in demand for its services.



The Egyptian Archives of Traditional Culture

The last two decades witnessed an international and national
interest and concern for the traditional cultures which are pres-
ently identified as ‘intangible culture’. The main objective for this
involvement is to protect and safeguard these traditions, realizing
the importance of its role in the social and economic life of its
bearers. These traditions are neither given due attention nor the
necessary care which is commensurate with their importance.
This negligence will eventually lead most of it to oblivion. How-
ever some of these traditions continue to exist through transmis-
sion by word of mouth. These traditions, which are the main
source of Egyptian identity are in danger, and will vanish as a con-
sequence of the rapid change of the living conditions.

Globalization led to the dominance of one culture, armed con-
flicts and wars, rural urban migration, weak cultural environment
and lack of the needed resources for the protection and function-
ing of the intangible culture. This situation led international agen-
cies such as the UNESCO and the WIPO to indulge is safeguard-
ing these intangible cultures. In October 2003 UNESCO issued
an international memorandum for protecting the intangible cul-
ture. Most of the countries of the world including Egypt acknowl-
edged this agreement. However, since 2001 negotiations are still
under discussion in the WIPO to reach a legal document to safe-
guard the intangible culture. The arguments in the WIPO discus-
sions reveal a well known fact experienced by folklorists, i.e. if
one wants to safeguard and protect the intangible culture; it is es-
sential to acquire an archives and a database of the folk tradi-
tions.
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